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EDITOR to che READER. 


T is a popular reproach uſually caft upon 
Writers in morality, and Perſuaders to De- 
votion, that while they with pompous words 
repreſent Virtue as a ſufficient reward to her 
ſelf, andexhort to the contempt of Glory; they pre- 
» fix their names ta their labors, and make the Title- 
5 page a confutation of the Book that follows it, 
> Our Author has effeually averted this objeat- 
on, having to far from ſeeking a name from 0- 
thers, as not to have left a poflibility for thediſco- 
very of his own: but like the River Ni/z that gives 
fertility and bleffing whereſoc're he paſles, hides. - 
his head ; and permits himſelf to be only known 
in the Benefits which he diſpenſes. + 7 
' By what Methods the other moſt_ uſeful warks. 
\ of this excellent Author have ftoln themſelves in. 
\ to the world, I am not enabled to relate; but have», 
\ ing by made a party to, the Publication of this, 
* preſent, ismay be expeRed that I render ſome .ac-. 
. count thercof. - For althoithe curioity-'of enquire, 
* ing into that which is induftriouſly concealed, be. 
+ ſuch a rudene(s, and injuſtice alſo, as by no means 
IS deſerves to be encouraged; yet where a benefit has 
3 bÞ receiv'd, ſor thoſe who are oblig'd, to deſire to 
* acquaint themſclves with the Perſon unto mm 
racy 


| 090 160 | 


The Editor to the Reader. 

they ſtand indebred ; the they may pay a reſpect 
at leaft, if they can reach” at no more <qual retri- 
bution ; this, has ſuch a pretence to gratitude, as 
may juſtly demand to be confidered. And it will 


be ſome ſatisfaction to the ingenuous Enquirer, 
that tho he have not inform'd himſelf in the parti- 


_— 


the inqueſt, and knows as much as is poſſible. 

The Reader therefore may pleaſe to under- 
and, that ſomewhat more than two months ſince, 
I reeciv'd a Letter, accompanied with a Roll of 
Papers, opcning the which, I found it was written 
by a hand which I was utterly a ſtranger to, and 
that had no Name ſubſcribed; the purport thereof 

was asfollows. | 


SIR, 


T He general report of your-candov perſuades me you 
'L will not rejett an atttireſs tho from an unknown 
hand; which encourages me to the ſending theſe 
» Papers to you, with a deſire you would pleaſe to per- 
uje thets, nai commit them either to the Preſs, or the 
Fiy+, as you fin4 them worthy. 1 ſhall not need to tell 
yoru who Tam, for if my ſuit be accepted, I have 
what I efire without it* if jt be not, 'tis my iuter« 
eff you ſÞould got know who 'tis that has thus impor- 
mY d you. Tout Charity I afſare my ſelf will at a ven- 
tire par any, - 
egil 1 R, 
Your humble Servant. 


"Twill 


culars which he deſires, he has not bffi deficient in 


Sh 


F The Editor to the Reader. 


'F will be ſuperfluous to ſay how much I was ſur- 
prizd with this ſo unuſual addreſs, how much 
affected with the fingular modeſty and humilit 
which. it expreſt ; and after all, how much tranſ- 
ported upon viewing the Treaſure, which was 


| thus, as from the Clouds, dropt into my hands. 
| Nor was i: to determine which. of the two 


ways of diſpdlal propoſed unto me, was to be 
made uſe of ; and indeed I ſhould much ſboner 
have perform'd my truſt, and taken care that this 
excellent Trat had immediately: feen the light, 
had it not been needful to tranſcribe the whole, be- 
ſore it could ſafcly be committed to the Preſe. 
This I mention , not only to excuſc the delay 


| ofthe Edition, but more eſpecially to beg a par- 


don for the miſadventures of it. 1t being not ea- 
ſy in a written Copie where a recourſe is not to be 
had unto the Author, to do him juſtice ; and avoid 
faileures and miftakes: which 1n the preſent in- 
ance was the more hazardous, in that every de- 


- parture from the Authors inimitable pattern, would 


certainly be for the Worſe,  _ 

But Excuſe and Complement are any where 
a very infipid fooliſh thing, and moſt intolerable 
in a ſcrious concern: I ſhall not therefore ſay 


; ought that looks that way ; only offer a ſhort re- 


queſt, which ſuppoſe will be equally in the be- 
half of the Author of this Tra&, the Editor, and 
the Readers of it. Which is, that whoever takes 
this Book in hanJ would ſeriouſly confider it ; and 
doing ſo, receive the infipite benchts of uniform 
Virtue, 


The:Bditor'to. the\Reater. 
Virtue; and fincere Piety; the Documents whereof, 
are; here with all' poſſible advantages propos'd: 
and itherebyrigivei the. Author, that greateſt bleſ- 
fing,: the, beingan jinftrument co:the eternal. hap- 
pineſs.bf Souls: and as to us who deal in the affair 
of i Pcinting,catford; ſome ſhare in this moſt deſira- 


5” Py 


ble event, abfolving. us from the Charge -of ha- | 


ving,done miſchief, inſtead of ſervice tothe world. 
Fer, to ſay the truth, no Book 1s ſo fatally 'deſtru- 
Rive, -as that which convinces of dity, but fails 
of. perfuading to it, And if the beſt Books. cando 
harm, *twill certainly be , difficult to make a.plea . 
for the-multitudes bf a contrary kind, which now 
elpecially uſurp upon the Age. 
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PREFACE 


<Hough the fmalneſs"of this Traft 
will ſcarce juftifie the ſolemnity of 

> » a Preface; yet remembring *tis de- 
hy ign'd for thoſe who'are accuſtomed toCere- 
moniouws Addreſſes ,'1 think it not beſt to 

| approach them too abruptly. And indeed 
beſides the Civility, there ſeems ſome uſe of it 
 Inorder to my. Deſign. To adviſe, or re- 
prove, 5 ſo ungrateful an Office, that hethat 
undertakes.it, had need uſe all previous arts 
to 


The Preface 
to vindicate theſincerity of his purpoſe, and] 


to convince the perſon admoniſhed, that *tis 
neither ſpleen nor prejudice , but the moſt 
real exuberant kindneſs which prompts him | 


to inflid thoſe Wounds of a Friend,Prov.27. 
6. and that be is never leſs an Enemy, than 
when he thus tells then the truth , Gal. 
4. 16, Therefore, tbough they may in the en- 
ſuing Leaves meet with ſome things which 
' may have a ſhew of ſeverity, yet let me aſſure 
iny Reader, they have indeed a deſign of the 
greateſt ſervice, by correfling the extrava- 
gance of ſome, to reſcue the whole Sex, as from 
the contagion of the example, jo from the 
community of the blame. For ſuch is either 


the inadvertence, or malice of a great part of | 


mankind , that ( againſt all Rules of Dif- 
courſe) they deduce Generals from Parti- 
culars, make every Woman ſo far an Eve, that 


her deprazation ſhall forfeit ber whole kind ; 


and becauſe there are fooliſh and ſcandalous - 


Women, will ſcarce allow there are any other. 


The 


21 


is Þ 


The Preface, 
- The truth, is, the Error . ſeems in many. 


amen to be aff efled ; they propoſe t to themſelves 


unworthy.ends on Ween, and makeull their 
obſervations, wholh, in. order to thoſe, He 


[that is upon. a baſe purſuit, takes particular 


notice of oh bat be thinks for bis. turn; the 
re fall not within his Spheres and. 'tis 


too probadle he 33 ſa, abundantly ſupplied for 
that abſolute confi deration »\ that" he never 
deſcends te the comparative. . Naz: perhaps 
\there, may. Jebe\ a eptr . original of the 


Gang, al: the world ys opuch governed by eſti. 


mation , ard 45 abplanſe\ericourages and ex-. 
alts,\fo ehiuniverſal. contempt debaſes and 


Idejetis the; Spirit: If it can once-paſs into 


a \Maxint,:that Women areſuch ſilly or vict- 


os tHeatures; itmay put fair. for:#he: making 


[them ſo indeed. Themſelves tay imbibe the 


common” opinion,” tharke "a1l-rheir, perſonal 


faults. 08: their Sex;"think: that they do birt 
{their kind;whenindeed Ld moſt contradif 


ity and nd more- efpire:to"any thing worthy, 


h then 


ed 


The Preface. 


than a Man can pretend to the excellencies of 
an Angel. And indeed 'this feems to be the 
prafiical inference of ſome Women, who could | 
bardly hte deſcended to ſuch difbonors, had 
they not before been as vitle in their own eyes, | 
as they have afterward "I FONOIE 
trothers. | 

tt may therefore upon this account be a 
neceſſary Charity to the Sex, to acquaint | 
them with their own value, animate them'to 
fone higher thoughts of themſelves; not to 
Jield their Jufroce to thoſe injurious eSti-. 
mates the-World hath made of them; and 
Jroin 2 ſuppoſed. incepacity of nobler things 
to weplelt the purſuit of them'; from which: 
God arid Nature have no more precluded the 
Feminine, than the Maſculine part of Man 

ad, 
s bn reference to fealer Conſ FIRE: 
- their advantages are moſt important ; Wo- 
 tnen.. have a very powerful Teflnence up. 
on all. forts of FRIES: in. the World. 
the 


The Preface. 


the engaging of the Delilah, and plowing 


with the Heiter, Judg, 14. W 16. being ver 


P the ſurrſt way to undermine the Counſels, and 
 ma$ter the force of the. StoutefF Samſon, 
* And accordingly, HiStories of all kinds 


aſſure us, that the Gyneceum has ſtill had a 
Rival ſuffrage with the Senate. I might 
urge the more regular Powers which apper- 
tain unto that Sex ; that all Mankind is the 


| Pupil and Diſciple of Female Inſtitution: 


the Daughters till they write Women, and 


the Sons till the first even years bepaſt; 


the time when the mind is mo duftile, and 


prepar'd to receive impreſſion, being wholly 


inthe Care and Condufi of the Mother. And 
whereas *tis obſerv'd by Ariſtotle in bis Po- 
liticks, ( and is a proof of his being as wiſe 
as hewas a Learned Man_) that the Eftate 
of Republicks entirely hangs on private fa- 
milies, the little Monarchies both compoſing 


and giving Law unto the great ; 'tis 6= 


wident that the diſpoſal of Families and all 
Domeſtick. 


The Prefac e. 


Domeſtick. Concerns therein lies chiefly on the ; 
Wife; whence the fame Ariſtotle declares, | 


that - the Spartans notwithſtanding their 


"ready addreſs to Empire by their great fru- | 
 gality, .indiffiry and military vircue, could' 
. bave but half a happineſs, as failing on the 


part of their Wives. But waving theſe r= 
flexions, Ifhall fix only on the perſonal ac- 
.compliſhments of the Sex , and' peculiarly 
that which is the wiofl principal endownent 
of the rational nature, | mean their under- 
Sanding. Where firs it will be a little hare 


to | pronounce, that they are naturally infer. 


* "th 
Aw * 


\or to Men : when tis conſidered how much of } 


| extrinſ CR. vetebt is put in the ballance to 
turn it on the Mens fide. Men have their parts 
cultivated and improved by Education, re- 
fined and. ſubtilized by Learning and Arts, 
are like an incloſed piece of a Common, which 
byi induſtry and husbandry becames a differ- 
ent thing from the reſt, though the natural 


turf own'd no Jers inequalitys nd truly haſt | 


rr: 


be 
£21" | 
Ir 
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Women the ſame advantage, 1 dare not 
fay but they would make as good! returns- of 
it ; ſome of thoſe few that have been' tried, 
have been eminent in ſeveral parts of Learn- 


It Ying. To omit the modern inftances, Theano 


be 
C- 
b- 
h 
7t 
Pas 
4 


[- 


after the death of Pythagoras kept up bis 


School; Socrates confeſſes himſelf to. have 


been inflrufted not only in Rhetorick, by Af 
paria, but even in the higbefl Points of Phi- 
toſephy by Diotime : the Roman Story el- 
fortas' us of the deep wiſdom of Tanaquil, 
Cornelia, Livia, to paſs- by others. And 
Pere: we ſure they would have ballaſt to their 


of fails; Bave humility enough to poize them a- 
4, 
D 


gain} the vanity of Learning ,, 1 ſee not 
why they might not more frequently be in= 
truffed with it ; for of they could be ſecured 
againſt this av doubtleſs the foil is rich 
enough to bear a good Crop.” But not to op- 
poſe a received opinion, let it be admitted, 
that in reſpe of their intelli&s they are 


below men ;, yet fure in; the ſublimes? part 


of 


The Preface, 
of, humanity , they are their equals: thaj, 
bame/ouls UC divine an Original, 4 end 
lefe.1 Duratign 4 and a5 capable of infinitl 
Beetitudee Thorpiritual Eſſence , that ragf; 
of Divinity owns no dl flinion of Sexes; [a F 
that in this ſenſe alſo, that Aphoriſm of thel* 
Apofile holds. good, there. is neither Male G 
nor Female, but all are one, Gal, 3, 28.|" 
And ſure this is the one tranſcendent Excel-|/* 
lency. of Humane Nature, For alas, what|* 
value-can comparatively be ſet upon all other 5 
Qualifications,' mhich will finally kave us|® 
but like the Beaſts that periſh. And thus, 
as itis the higheſt pitch of their worth, fo it|* 
is the ſafeſt ſubje&s of their Contemplations :| © 
other Knowleds, as the Apoſile ſpeak 1 Cor, 
8. 1. may puft up, this only will edity. 

As therefore when we would pride our 
ſelves, we uſe not to boa$t our meaner, but 
our be$} qualities : fo let fne ſolicit L adies 
to beſojuſt up themſelves, as not to take their 


own meaſures by any thing below this. Why 
ſhould 


—_—_—_— 


, . The Pyefaits, | 
yp; ould they take ſo low'a' eat of Ortratneſtss © 
þ gs t6 value themſelves: updn'eWitle which ts 
-aobvt « bigger blaſt of air, #ben' they may de- 
lrive their deſtent from above" the Stars ; 
3441 aimr cognationwith Divinity? Whyſbould 
leftÞ27 dote on the fictitious' Image; of a perbups 
g | more fictitious beauty, which their glaſs pre- 
L ſents them, when \they need but look, inward 
1+|19.Jee tn infinitelyfairer lev, an emanation 
or | of the eternal Brightneſs *: Indeed did they 
make ajuſt eftimate of themſelves in this Te- 
| ſpe33,_it would. overwhelm the vanity of thoſe 
inferior things wherein they now have ſuch 
complacency ; "nor". would they ſuffer their 
ir. | 200ler part to be*affronted' by the unequal 
 coipetition of t heir meaner. WR 
Bat there 's* alſo another conſequent . 
which would flow from that eſteem; they 
W wwld ſolicirously preſerve what they ſo high- 
ly prize; it being natural for us to propor- 
tion-owr care to our value. They would be 
1 { 1e#lously vigilent \againft every thing, that 
a | | might 


The Preface. 1 
nght- eclipſe the: radiancy or contaminate| 
the jiurity of. their: ſouls. *Twas the advice off 
a-Heathen Meralift, Revere thy ſelf; -andÞ 
"twas wery wbolſom counſel * for next our duel 
weneration to God a reverence to out: ſelves 
s tbe moſt ſevere. controler of all exorbitan= ; 


ciese; How can.a Soul that remembers its ce-|- 
leftial extraGion, .wallow it ſelf in the mire;l- 
floop.to. any fordid degenerous praftices? *Tw: b 
ſeiit{of Themiſtoctes, that jeting once atich|' 
booty-ahout the dead. Corpſes of bis Enemies,hedn 
tautht it not bitt:poiniting to. another, ſaid" 
Taka thou that;for thou art mtTheiniftcales, | Y 
Ifthen a little military fame:could ſo elevates , 
bis thoughts; 'tis a ſhame that any who.car- 
Ty an immortal Spirit . about thent; fbould, i 
not be raiſed. above all. the contemptible'[" 
baits of-this ſublunary. World. Why ſheald:F\ 
they not with the like diſdain turn ova all 
ſenſual inordinacies to meer Animals, To Y 
creatures that have no bigher principle than} 
that. i ſenſe, whil themſelves. ſoar \up ' to | 


thoſe | 


"The Preface, 


ww rh more ſublimated pleaſures , which 
fare at Gods Right Hand for evermore , | 
ay Pal. 7 ERDEES 
750 We may therefore conclude, that what ever 
vicious impotence Women are under, it is ac- 
n= quired, not natural; nor derived from anyil- 
e-||-tiberality of Gods, but from the ill mnagery 
elf; of bis | bounty. He haz placed within them 
#1 a Pillar of Cloud and Fire, ſufficient to ſhel- 
| ter and conduB? them through all the florms, 
1"all the intricacies that can occur in their 
f1\j jourry-to--Canaan 3 if they will forget that 
S..| more intrinſic part of their being, live as if 
te:[ "they were all body, rejefs the Manna, and 
- | rave dfter the Quails, that deftruttifes which 
| will thereby be induted, they muSF own to 
Þ ring from themſelves. Let them not charge 
4 \God \foolz 1fbly, or think that by making them 
I Women, he eceſſitated thent to be proud, or 
4.1 wanton, vain, or peeviſh , ſince "tis manifeſt 
n:Þ bt'made them to better purpoſes; was tiot par= 
o | tial tothe other Sex, but that having, as the 
A | £ Pro- 


The Preface. 
Prophet ſpzaks, abundance of Sparit, alhe en 
2, he equally diſpenc'd it, and gave th 
feebleſt woman as large and capacious a. ſoulf® 
& that of the Greate$F Hero. Ct 
Way give me leave to ſay farther , that's a 
10 an Eternal well being, be ſeems to haul 
placed them in-more advantageous circum? 
ftances than he has done men. He has implanÞJ 
ted inthem ſome native propenſions,which (aiſ® 
1 ſhall hereafter have occaſion to obſerve ) dl f 
much facilitate the operations of Grace uponſ® 
them. Beſides, there are many temptations tl h 
which men are expoſed that are out 'of thei? 
road. How hard is it for a man to converſe yn ſ 
the World, but he ſhall be importun'd to d4" 
bauchery and exceſs, miſt forfeit his ſobriet C 
2) maintain the reputation of a ſociable -Ferq , 
ſon? Again, how liable are they by a: pronif{” 
cu0#4 conver fation' among variety of bumnors. 


Honor will tell them, nu ci in pig all f 


Cbrifts interdifs) be reveng'd ? And. thi! 
enga 


|| The Preface. 
Folens ages them in Quarrels, ſometimes in Mur- 
thders. Now none of theſe are incident te wo- 
buen: they mu} in theſe and ſome other inflan- 
Tees attague temptation,violently raviſh guilt 
ond abandon their Sex, the whole Oeconomy 
Joſtheir ſtate, e're they can diveſt themſelves 
mAef their innocency. So that God ſeems in many 
articulars to have cloſelier fenced them in, 
and not left them to thoſe wilder excurſions 
4 for which the cuſtomary liberties of the other 
pond Sex afford a more open way. In ſhort, they 
F bave ſo many advantages towards Virtue, 
ein that thoughlthe Philoſopher made it one of his 
4 ſolernn acknowledoments to God, that he bad 
Ze made him a man, not a woman : yet I think 
ef ChriStian women have nowreaſon enough to 
eff invert that form, and to thank God that be 
fd made them women, not men. 

rsl But we know advantages which are only 

rod in ſpeculation, are lookt on with ſome diffi- 
ul dence, till there have been ſome praflical ex- 
bigheriment made of them; Tſhall therefore evi- 


dence 


eP 


The Pak 


vi the problem-by demonſtration, and in=\ 


flance ; defiring my Readers to meaſure the 


poſſibilities of their arriving. to eminent de= 
grees of Virtue and Piety, by mbat others have 
_ atained to. ſhall not fetch examples of Mo-! 
rality from Heathen Women, becauſe Tam now. 


| upon an higher firain; ( yet many ſuch might 


be brongbt to the reproach of many Women, 
who pretending to more, fall infinitely ſhort 


of that--) "tis ChriStian Virtue that Tam now 
recommending, and which bas been eminent= 


ly exemplified in many of their Sex. How many” 
Women do we read of in the Goſpel, who in all 


th: duties of aſſaduous attendance on Chris}, 
liberalities of love and reſpef, nay evenin 
zeal and courage, furpaſsed even the ApoSIles 
themſelves? We find bis Croſs. ſurrounded, 


his Paſſuon ctlebrated by the avowed tears. 
and lamentations of devout Women, when the 


mo$ ſanguine of his Diſciples had denied, yea 


forſwore, and all bad forſaken bim, Nay, 


even Death it (elf could not extinguiſh their 
; love; 


tk 
'0 
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Þ te Wefind the devout Maries deſigning 
I; laborious, chargeable, and perbaps bazar- 


:Þ gous reſped to bis Corps. And accordingly, 


| tis a memorable atteſtation Chriſt gives to. 
Þ their Piety, by makingthemthe fir Ft witneſſes - 
Þ| of his Reſurreflion, the prime Evangeliſts to. 


Proclaim thoſe glad Tidings; ty az a Learned 
man ſpeaks , ApoStles to the Apoſtles. Nor 
#the Devotionofthat Sex to be found only in 
bhe ſacred Records ;, the Primitive timghave 
left us many Memorials of the like, and the 


| Martyrologies are full of Female Sufferers of 


all ages and conditions, who by the fervor of 
tbeir Zeal bad overcome the timorouſneſs of 
their Nature and wearied the cruelty of their 
Perſecutors. And as Women help to augment 
the number of Martyrs, ſo did they of Confeſ- 


| /ors alſo, in a ſlout owning, and diligent pra-. 


dice of ChriStianity. Queens and Empreſſes 
knew then no Title ſo Glorious as that of a 
nurſing Mether to the Church, have often . 
exchanged their Palaces for little Cells and 
Ora 


The Prefice, | 
Oratories, and valued not their own Dia- 
dems in compariſonwith their SavioursCrown 
of Thorns.” And though: by a perpetual decli-" 4 
ration from that priſtine Zeal, the inſtances || : 
' bawein every Age grown leſs numerous, yet 
one has wanted fome very illuſtrious Exam- | : 
ples. Nay even in our aregs of time, in}. 
this common. decay of all good, there are, I} 
doubt not; many who ( according to their op- 
For tMRbies) tranſcribe the former Copies,live 
like People that know they muſt live hereaf- 
ter, and preſent us yet with ſome ſpecimen of | 
ancient Virtue. Nay, to ſpeak, an impartial | 
Truth, "tis not to be denied, but the reputa- 
tion of Religion is more kept up by. Women 
than Men ; many of the one countenancing it 
by their Praflice, whereas more of the other 
do not only negle4 but decry it. And now 
* ſince Women are compaſſed about with ſogreat 
a cloud of Witneſſes, who by doing the thing, 
give the ſure$ evidence that *tis not unfea- 


fi ble, why ſhould any plead an impoſſubility ? 
+ al 


1 bn matters of Vanity. and Pomp they are nov 
Þ {o eaſily diſheartned,nopatrern of that kind 
can be ſet which will not induftriouſly be imi- | 
F tated ; nay in the greateft inequality of mg- 
J. terials for it. Why.then ſhould their emula- 
| tion leave them where only it could do then 
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good ?. How comes.it that of thoſe who bave 


equal printiples of #pixitual Being.ſome live 


according to: theyDignity of it';, and otbers 
who ſee them do ſo, do yet live as if they af- 


ſented to that Philoſophers Paradox,who ſaid - 
Women had no fouls ; or at leaſt were of the 


Pythagorean Sed, and lookt upon themſelyues 
only as the Jails and Priſons of the former of- 
fending Spirits, which they reſolved to fit for 
a yet viter tranſmigration; give them the ap- 
petites of Beafts before they aſſume the Bodies? 
This is indeed an unlucky Humility, that 


thoſe who in all other inſtances are apt to 
" overween, ſhould here finck, ſo much below 
themſelves. And T hope "twill not appear an 


uncivil addreſs to perſuade them to a juſter 
eſtimate 


The Preface. 
"effimute of their own worth. And -if wh 
* Þzs been ſaid to that end may have any effeh 
-£ſhall not defire a better Preparative to'tl 
- enſuing Tra; frace ſhe that duly conſidetly. 
"ber own capacity of Eternal Bliſs, and with 
al, the poſſibility of as Endleſs a Miſery, ach,” 
cording as ſhe performs or neglefts the ſevel 
ral Parts of Duty, will ſure need no other indy 
 centive to the diligent Purſuit of it. 
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PART I. SECT, I: 
Of Modefty. 


T is now many years ſince an Addreſs 
was made to the Gentry of this Nati- 
on, to perſuade them to that Virtue , 
which would be both their Pleaſure and 
Reward. I cannot, I confels, boſt any 

ſuch Effe&t of that, as ſhould much inſpirit the 

{hopes of a new Attempt ; yet fince we ſee in our 
Jproper ſecular Concerns, Defeats do many times 

animate noleſs than Succeſs, I know not why in 

this more charitable Deſign I ſhould fir down 
diſcourszged, Men uſually raiſe not & fiege up- 
knit ONT 2 ; on 


<a fm _—_ 
— 


————_— 


2 THE LADIES CAITING. Part. 


on the hirlt repulſe, but reinforce their Batteries 
obſerve more curiouſly which are the moſt aſlail, 
able, accefſible parts, and accordingly diſpoſ 

their afſault ; It will then be no unreaſonable im 
cation in the preſent caſe, ifafter a ſucceſsleſs At 

tempt upon the more impregnable Maſculine pax 
of the Gentry, I now eflay the Feminine, who 

native Soſtneſs and Gentleneſs may render then 
ic{s apt for that reſiſtance of good Counſel, where 
in too many Men place their Gallantry. 

2. I preſume thcſe to whom that little Trad 
was at firſt defign'd, will te fo willing to relin; 
quiſh their Title, that 1 might without imputati 
cn of rebbery, exchange my Patrons, and by. 
new Dedication ſupercede the labor - of a ney 
Bogk. And irdeed, fince what was there ſaid, w: 
founded more on the diftintion of Qualities that 
of. Sex, there would not need many razures ti 
render it as proper for the one as the other ; ari 
1 (hall rake ſo much advantage of it, as to afſur 
the female G:ntry, that they may there find mue 
of the duty incumbent on them, in reſpe& of the 

' Rank and Condition they hold in the World: 
therefore, though | ſhall ſometimes make fad re- C. 
fAlexions on irs yer, asto the main, I ſhall nel 8 

" jt the eExhiect courſe, as well for them as my elf, toſs; 
diet chem rhither. | 

2. Buc;r miy ſcem to have too much of the Pe: 
dane, to entertain new Scholars only with the calf 

" cr navienticd learning of the old and when I re 
m- mber I write to Ladies, who uſe to think the fx 
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R. I. | Of Modeſty. Je 
ewneſs of any thing a conſiderable Addition to 

s valu; I conceive my ſelf oblig'd as well in civilt- 

y to their humor, as charity to their needs, to give 

hem fomething which they may own as their pe- 
liar. And torender it the more unalienable, 1 

jall affix it to their Sex , and make it the Subject 

f my preſent inquifition, what in reſpe& of that, 

Marc the proper and diftint Obligations, under 
which, by the aſſignment of God and Nature, they 

are placed. 

IF 4+ That the Obligation to Moral and Chriſtian 
Jertues is in it ſelf univerſal, and not conhn'd to 
Many Sex or Perſon, is not to be denied : yet, as in 
Shumane Conſtitutions there are often Precepts, 
I'which (though not excluſive of any, do yet) more 
Mpecoliarly and eminently level at ſome particular 
MRank or Order of Men ; ſoin the Laws of God 
"and Nature, there appears the like diſtin&ion. 
81 bat All-wiſe Creator, who hath put peculiar 
—"Yroprictics & inclinations into his Creatures, hath 
accordingly delign'd their atuatiug and impro- 
$7i0g them: and although-in mankind, which differs 
he Pot in ſpecics but ingender, the variety may ſecm 
"els ; yet there is ſtill enough to fnde ſome di- 
"Fyerſity, either in the kind or degree of duty. This 
NY fore is ſhadowed to us in that particular caution 
 Feiven to the Jews, not to confound the habit of 
Fihe ſeveral Sexes, Dear. 22.5. and yet more clear. 
Pe uy cvinced in the Precept which the Apoſtles ad-' . 
"preſs to Women, 1 Tim. 2. and 1 Pet. 3. Nay,this 
ho is lo granted. a Truth, that all Ages and Nations 
—_ | A 2 have 
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have made ſome diſtintion berween maſculine ant 
ſeminine Virtues, Nature having not only giver 
a diſtintion as to the beauties of their outward 
form, butalſo in their very mold and confticutiÞ 
on implanted peculiar aptnefſes and proprietics « 
mind, which accordingly vary the meaſure of de 
cencie ; that being comely for the one Sex, which 
often is not ( at leaſt in the ſame degree) for tha 
other. It will therefore be no abſurd attempt tl: 
decipher thoſe cxcellencies,which are the genuins 
. and proper Ornaments of Women : which though 
in ſome inſtances they may perhaps prove coinci{} 
dent with thoſe of Men ; yet even thoſe which arg 
equally incluſive of both, by the Divine Comman@ 
may have ſome additional weight .on the Female 
fide, in reſpe& of decencie, fame, or ſome othelſ 
( not deſpicable) confideration. | 
5. For the better direfting our preſent inquiſiti 
on, it will be moſt regular, firſt to inquire what 
thoſe Virtues are which are univerſally neceſſa 
tro Women in all Ages and c rcumſtances of thei 
lives : ſuch which, like the firft matter, are pref 
requir'd for all Forms ; which, like a firm and ſof 
lid Baſis, muſt ſupport all various events, al 
changes of their condition or relations. And ſe 
condly, we ſhall conſider them in thoſe changes 
track them through the ſeveral ſtages and period 
of. life, through thoſe ſeveral ſtates which creat} 
the moſt conſiderable mutations tothem ; and it 
each of thoſe confider, what are the new and pre 


portionate acceſſions of duty. 
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[Wcca. 1. Of Modeſty. 5 
ad. 6. As in the outward accommodations of life, | 
ex&the things of moſt daily and indiſpenfible uſe de-. 
rd. ſerve the greateſt value ; ſo in moral or divine En- 
ti dowments, the benehic of poſſefſing js bet mea- 
off ſured by the miſery of wanting them, This firſt 
& rank therefore of female Virtues which we are to 
ic<& treat of, will have that to recommend them; they 
& being ſo tritly neceſſary, that their abſence is not 
1; only a private 11, but alſo expoſes to a deluge of 
ing, all poſitive miſchiefs conſequent to that priva« 
* tion. 
 '7. This will be found true. in all the ſeverals 
& we are to pals through, but in none more eminent» 
& 1y than in. that we (hall chuſe to begin with, the 
Virtue of” ModeFty ; which may be confidered in a 
\ double notion, the one as it is oppoſed to bold- 
neſs! and indecency, the otherto lightneſs and 
wantonneſs. In the farft acception Zero has not 
ill deftned it, to be the Science of decent motion, it 
being that which guides and regulates the whole 
| behaviour, checks and controley all rude exorbi- 
 rancies, and 1s the great civilizer of converſations. 
\ It is indeed a Virue of a general influence ; does 
not only ballaſt the mind with ſober and humble 
thoughts of ones ſelf, but alſo ſteers every part of 
the outward frame.. It appears in the face in calm 
and meek looks, where it ſo impreſſes it ſelf, that 
- it ſeems thence to have acquir'd the name of 
ſhameſacednels. Certainly, ( whatever the moder: 
opinion 1s) there is nothing gives a greater luſte: 
toa {eminine bzauty ; fo that St, Pani ſeems not ill 
if to 
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to have conſulted their concerns in that point, * 
when he ſubſtitutes that as ſuppletory ornament 
to the deckings of Gold and Pearl and cooftly Array, Þ 
1 Tim. 2. Butl ſear this now will be thought too Þ 
antiquated a dreſs, and an Apoſtle be cfteemed no F 
competent Judg in this Science ; which is now .Þ 
become ſo ſolemn a thing, 'that, certainly no Aca- Þ 
demy in the world can vie numbers. with the Stu-. 
dents of this Myſtery. Yet when they have 
ſtrein'd their art to the higheſt pitch ; an innocent }/ 
Modeſty, and native ſimplicity of Look, ſhall Þ 
eclipic their glaring ſplendor, and triumph over 
their artificial handſomneſs: on the other fide, 
let a Woman be decked with alF the embelliſh- 
ments of Art, nay and carc of Nature too, yet if F 
boldneſs be to be red in her face, it blots all the þ 
lines of beauty, is like a Cloud over the Sun, in- 
tercepts the view of all that was otherwiſe ami-, 
able, and renders its blackneſs the more obſer- 
vable, by being plac'd neer ſomewhat that was apt 
to attract the eyess 

8. But Modeſty confines not it ſelf to the: 
face, (he is there only in ſhadow and efhgie ; but is 
in life and motion in the words, whence {he ba- 
niſhes all indecency and rudeneſs, all infolent'} 

 Yauntipgs and ſupercilious diſdains , and what 
ever elſe may render a perſon troubleſome , or | 
ridiculous to the company. Nor does ſhe only: 
rchns the language, bur ſhe tunes it too, mogu- 
lates the trons and accent, a\imits no unhand- 
ſoms earneftnzſs or loudneſs of Diſco 4 
th: 'Þ 
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the later whercof. Was; — ſo undetent in 


© (arneaugs ( though-in his publick LeRures) that 
| the Gymniaſiarch. reproved hiny for it : and ſure - 
+ if *:were. nor allowable in.a Philoſopher in his 
| School, "ewil Jeſs becomes Womap in ordinary 
© converſe z and if we conſult Prov. 7.21. andg. 


; -.We hall find loudneſs and clamor in Womtn cou- 


pled with ſuch other epithites, as will ſurcly not 
-much recommend it. A Womans tongue ſhould 
ike the imaginaryMulick of the Spheres, 
| ſwe-.t and charming, but not to be heard at di- 
P21 
9, And. as Modeſty preſcribes the manner, 
' ſo it does alſo the meaſure of ſpeaking ; reſtrains 
--all exceſſive talkativencſs, a fault incident to none 
" but the bold ; the monopolizing of diſcourſe be- 
-ing one of the oreateft aſſumings imaginable, and 
* ſo rude an impofing upon the company, that there 
can ſcarce be a greater indecency in converſation: 
'This is ingeniouſly expreſt by our Divine Poet 
Herbert, | 
A crvil Gueſt, 
Will no more talk all, than eat all the Fea$t. 


Hethar engroſles the talk, enforces filence upon 
-the reſt, and ſo is preſumed to look on them only as 
” his Auditors and Pupils, whilſt he magiſteriouſly 
dictates to them : which gave occaſion to Socrates 
to ſay, it is arrogance to (peak all and to be willing to 
- hear nothing. Ic is indeed univerſally an inſolent 
$-unbecoming thing, but moſt peculiarly ſo in a 
Woman. 10. The 
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To. The antient Romans thought it ſo much ſo, 
that they allowed notthat ſex ro ſpeak publickly 
though it were in their own neceſſary defence 

' infomuch that when Amefis ftood forth to plead 
her own cauſe in the Senate, they lookt on it ; 
ſo prodigious a thing, that they ſent to conſulr the 
Oracle what it portended to the State: and though 
theſe firſt ſeverities were ſoon loſt in the (uccelle 
of that Empire, YValerins Maximus could find bu 
two more whoſe .cither neceffity or impudence; 
perſuaded them to repeat this unhandſome atcempt; 

IT. And this great indecency of Loquacity 
in Women, I am willing to hope is the reaſot 
why that Sex is ſo generally charged with it ; not 
that they are all guilty, but that when they are, it 
appears {ov unhandſome, as makes it the more emis 
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nent and remarkable. Whether it were from thatÞ 4; 
ungracetulneſs of the thing, or from the propensjin 


fion Women have toit, I ſhall not determine; but 
we find the'Apottle very earneſt in his cautions as 
gainft it, 1 Cor. 14+ 35. he expreſsly enjoyns Was 
men to keep filence in the Church, where he affirmgſſ 
it a ſhame for them to ſpeak : and though this ſeems 
only reſtrain'd to the Ecclefiaftical Afſemblics | #4 
yet even ſo it reaches home to the gifted Womenſſ* 
of our age, who take upon them to be' Teachers ti 
Whereas he allowed them. not ſpeak in thefj 
Church,no not in order toLearning,though a more 
modeſt defign than that of Teaching, But befides} 
this, he kas a more indefinit preſcription of filenceJ# 
to Women, 1 Tim. 2. 11« Let Women —_ 
e608 
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fence 3, and again, Vs 12. fo be zn falence. The Apo- 

Rle ſeems to ground the Phraſe, fiot only on the 

inferiority of the woman in regard of the crea- 

'3&tion and firſt fin, v; 13; 14. but alſo on the pre- 

FS ſumtion that they needed inftrucion, towards 

which, filence has alwaies bin reckoned an indiſ- 

-penſible qualificarion, the introduRory precept 

Mall Schools, as that wherein all attention is 
founded. If ſom women of our age think they 
thave ourgon that novice ſtate the Apoſtle ſuppo- 
ſes, and want no teachitig ; I muſt crave leave to 
believe, they want thac very firſt Principle which 
ſhould ſer them to learn, wiz. the knowledg of 
their own ignorance : - a ſcience which ſo grows 
4 with ſtudy and conſideration, that Socrates after 
4 long lite ſpent in purſuit of Wiſdom, gave this 
J as the ſum of his leatning, This only I know, that 1 
of k-ow nothing, This proficiency ſeems much want- 
Jing ro our female Talkers; who, in this, feem to 
t} confure the common maxim, and give what they 
_ have not, by making their ignorance viſible to o- 
Sthers, tho it be undiſcernable to themſelves ; and 
to ſuch we may not unktly apply the Sarcaſm of 
f Zero to d talkative Youth ; rhezy ears are falx into 
if their tongue. | | | 

i 12. BuT beſides this aſſuming ſort of talka- 
| tiveneſs, rhere is another uſually charged upon 
| the dex, a meer chatting, pratling humor, which 
maintains ir (elf ar the coſt. of 'their neighbors, 
and can never want ſupplies as. long as there is 
any body within the reach of rheir obſervation. 
Biz © B This 
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This I would fain hope is moſt the 'vice of rhe 
vulgar ſort of Women, the education of the No«ſ 
bler- ſerring them above thoſe mean entertain- 
ments. Yet when *tis remembred-rhart St. PawhÞ* 
1 Tim. 5. 13. makes Tatling the effe&t of Idle. 
neſs, it may not unreaſonably be feared, thatÞ' 
where there 15 moſt of the - Cauſe, there will be b 
ſom of the Effet. And indeed, jc would puzzle © 
one to conjecture, how that round of tormal-Vi-F: 
{ics among Perſons of Quality ſhould. be kept up 
withour this : that their Viſits ſhould be only af 
dumb Shew, none will ſuſpe& among women ; and 
when the unfaihionable themes of Houſwitery, 
Piety, &c. are excluded, rhere will not remain 
many Topics of Diſcourſe, unleſs rhis be called 
into ſupply. And this indeed is a moſt inexhau- 
{tivle reſerve, it having ſo many ſprings to feed it, 

that *cis ſcarce poſſible it ſhou]d fail. And when 

'ris farther conſidered , how apr a miniſter ir is tof 
Envy, Spleer, Revenge, and other feminine Pal- 
lions, we canhot ſuppoſe ic can be unacceptable 
where any of thoſe bear (way. Bur I believe ir is 
no: more frequently introduc'd by any thing” then 
the vanity of Wir, which has no where a more free} 
and exorbitant range than in cenſuring and de*F 
riding ; nay, finds not only Exerciſe bur I 


too, vain Perſpns ſeldom confidering the Inftir*$ 
mities or Follies of others, without ſom” ComÞ 
placencies,and alluming refletions on'themſelves;} 
which how unagreeable ir renders this liberty of 
talking to that Modeſty we: recommend, 1s ob- 

| vious 
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vious enough, and would God "were only oppo- 
F fit co that ; bur ir is nolels {o.to all the obligations 
of Juſtice and Charity alſo, which are ſcarce fo 
{frequently violated by any thing, as by this kcen- 
'F riouſneſs of the tongue. 
\ard +. 73+ THERE 1s yer another vice of it, for which 
be. #he temale 5cx has bin generally accus'd, and that 
1605 reveling of ſecrets ; an infirmity preſum'd ſo 
Tis incident tothem, that Ari/orle is {aid to have made 
ſt one of the thgee things he ſolemnly repented 
of, that he had ever truſted a Secret with a VWo- 
nd}, man. Burt by how much the greater prejudice 
they lie under in this reſpeR, the greater ought to 
Þ be their caution to.yindicate: not only their per- 
eq | ſons, bur their Sex, from the imputation, which is 
T indeed ,cxtremely  reprochful : this blaſting hu- 
mor being a ſymptom of a looſe, impotent ſoul, 
a kind of incontinence of the mind, that can re- 
tein nothing committed \to it.s bur as if that alſo 
bad its Diabetic paſſion, perpetually and almoſt 
inſenſibly -evacuating all, And indeed however 
we are, willing to apprapriate-this to the Sex, yet 
the fault is owing only. to this i]] conſtitution of 
J the mind, which is oft-times no leſs viſible in men ; 
Fas on the contrary, thoſe women, who by reaſon 
oh 80d. virtu have acquir'd a Solidity and Firmneſs 
ly {of mind, are as ſure repoſitories of a ſecret, as 
| the moſt maſculine confident : and ſuch I have no 
ec; $1ntent to involve in this charge, but rather by pro- 
of poſing their example to rhe reſt, ſhew thar nacure 
b. {84s put them under no fatal neceſbty of being 
B z thus 
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thus impotent.” A ſecret is no ſuch unruly thingyF? 
bur it may be kept in: they may take che Wil 
man's word for ir, Ecclus. 19. 10, If thou haſlf e 
heard a word, let it die with thee, and be bold, th 
will not burſt thee. ' el 
14. Tus is piece of daring manlineſs, whichFV 
they may affe& wichour breach of Modeſty;wouldF ef 
God they would take it'in exchange for that visſ rs 
rile Boldneſs, which is now roo common amongy gc 
many even of the beſt Rank. Sueh a geo it 
age do we now live in, that every. thing ſeems iny m1 
verted, even Sexes ; whilſt men fall to the Effee]o' 
minacy and Niceneſs of women, and women takef tr 
up the Confidence, the Boldneſs of men, and thiy] e 
r00 under the Notion of good Breeding. A bluſh] 1 
(tho formerly reputed the color of Virtu) 1s ac'}ft 
counted worſe manners than thoſe things whicſſis 
ought to occaſion ir, and ſuch as nothing but the] n 
fimplicity of a Conntry Girl can excuſe. But a1 
the infirmity for the moſt part proves very cors|tt 
' figible ; a few weeks of the Town Diſciplintir 
wears off that piece of Ruſticity ,' and: advancelſ w 
them to a modulh Aflurance, Nor is that defign'dÞd! 
to terminate in itſelf, bur ir is to carry. them onga 
titl they arife ro a perfe&' Metamorphoſis; theitfrt 
Geſture; their Language, nay ſomcimes their Habilin 
ro betng affeQed]y maſculine 3 ſo that what Tas} 
citus ſpeaks of Vitellias, in relation to his being 4p 


Prince, we may apply to them, and ſay, that fF1 
others did not remember them to be women, thems|p 
rrakdad dw nora ga rag Jegr 
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'S 
gh: 15.YET werethis affeQtation confin'd only to the 
1s more innocenc indifferent things, *rwere more to- 
aft lerable ; bur alas ir extends farther, and there are 
#1 women who think they have not made a ſufficient 
' #eſcape from their ſex, *cill rhey have aſſumed the 
ici Vices of men roo. A ſober modeſt Dial is too 
11d] effeminare for them; a bluſtring ranting ſtile is 
Vis raken up, and (to (ſhew them proficients in it) 
ng] gdorn'd with all the Oaths and Imprecations 
2uff their memory or invention can ſupply ; as if they 
ins] meant to vindicate their Sex from the imputation 
of Timerouſneſs by daring God Almighty, *Tis 
{true indeed, an Oath ſounes gratingly our of what- 
ever mouth, bur out of a womans it hath ſuch an 
bncouth harſhneſs, that there is no noiſe on this 
{ide Hell can be more amazingly odious ; yer this 
Jis a muſic this diſcordant age hath introduc'd, 
el no former having I think ever heard it in places 
at all civiliz'd : fo that the female (wearers wanr 
{that poor ſhadow of excuſe the men pretend to, 
ing it having bin ſo far from cuſtomary, that the un- 
ce$ſſwontedneſs could not bur force them to ſotne in- 
n'dJduſtry and pains,ere they could acquire the habir, 
ongfand ſet up tor female HeCors z an «lay, wherein 
ieiffthey have bin very kind to the maſculine, by ſhew- 
tbitfing the world there can be ſomthing worſe. 

Ta*Þ' 16. *Trs ſaid there want not ſome who com- 
gpleat the demonſtration by the other parallel qua- 
© Iffity of Drinking alſo; a vice deteſtable in all, bur 
emsprodigious in women , who put a double vio- 
"*Fknce upon their nature, the onein the intempe- 
'ET]. | | rance 
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rance, the other in the immodeſty z and tho they, 
may take rheir immediate copy from men, yet (roſy, 
the praiſe of their proficiency) they outdo, theirſy; 
Exemplar and draw ,ncamythe original ; nothingſy. 
human being ſo much beaſt as a drunken woman, 
This is evident enough it we look only on the of 
mere ſurface of the crime z but it we dive ſar}, 
ther into its inferences and adherencies, the affiryÞ; 
mation is. yet more irrefragable. She whois firſt af;s 
proſtitute to Vine, will ſoon be to Luſt alſo ; ſhe, 
has diſmiſt her Guards, diſcarded all the ſugge-|; 
ſions of reaſon , as well as Grace; and is at the 4 
mercy of any , of every. aflailant. And when we 
conſider how much fuller the world is of Amnoni}ye 
then Feſephs , it will not be hard to gueſs the fare or 
of that womans Chaſtity, which has no other bot-[j, 
tom then that of mens. _ So that unleſs her viceſh; 
ſecure her virtue, and the loathſomneſs of the 
one prevent attemts on the other z *tis ſcarce 
imaginable a woman that loſes her Sobricty[y;, 
ſhould keep her honeſty : ſo that indeed I might. 
more properly have made this reflection when I]; . 
come to ſpeak of Modeſty in the ſecond notion offth, 
| tt, asit is oppos'd to 2%; par and Wantonnels he 
bur it falls not much amils now ,.to be the intro«fgh, 
duction to it. | 1G 
. I7. AND if we conſider Modeſty in this ſenſe ve] 
we (hould find it the moſt indiſpenſible requiſite olfo 
' a woman ; a thing ſo eflential and natural to theſhg 
ſex , that every the leaſt declination from it , is4[{e 
propottionable zecedirg from VWomanhood , bu $ 
the 
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©YI tbe rotal abandoning it ranks them among Brutes, 
[9 nay ſets them as far beneath choſe, as an acquir'd 
*MEyilencſs is below” a native.” I need make no col- 
NSF eftion of the verdicts Bither of the Pailolophers 
for Divines in the caſe, it being ſo much an inſtin& 
nel of nature, that tho too many make a ſhift to ſup- 
U Foreſs it in themſclves , yer they cannot ſo darken - 
It?]the notion in others, bur that an Impudent woman 
Mis lookt on as a kind of Monſter; athing diverted 
and diſtorted from its proper form. That there 
*<*Jis indeed a ſtrange repugnancy to nature , needs 
Del no other evidencethen the ſtrugling, and difficu]- 
Welty in the firſt violations of Modeſty, which alwaies 
Biibegin with regrets and bluſkes , and require a 
iteforeat deal of Self-denial , much of vicious Forti- 
NM-Itude , ro encounter with the recoilings and up- 
Coelbraidings.of their own minds. 
Net 18. I make no doubt bur this age has arriv'd 
Co as compendious arts of this kind, as induſtrious 
-tYIvice can ſuggeſt, and we have but roo many 1n- 
zWRiſtances of early proficients in this learning ; yet 
- Wi dare appealeven to the forwardeſt of them,whe- 
Oilther at firſt rhey could not with mote eale have 
I5Kepr- their virtu then loſt it. Certainly ſuch are 
O*=Jthe Horrors and Shames that precede thoſe farſk 
JGuilts, rhat rhey muſt commit a rape upon theme 
eoflſelves ( force their own relucancies and aver- 
' Offions) before they can become willing proſtirues 
neJto others» This their Seducers ſeem well to un- 
1SHIderſtand , and upon that ſcore are ar the pains of 
ut flo many preparatory courtings , ſuch expence of 
ne preſents 
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preſents too as if this were ſo uncourh a crime 
that there were no hope to introduce it but by a 
confederacy of ſome more familiar. vices, theith c} 
Pride or Coverouſnels. Tt 
19. THE beſt way therefore to countermingÞ?ri 
thoſe Stratagems of men; is for women to be ſuf 
picioully vigilant even of the firſt approchesj 
He that means ta defend a Fort, muſt nor abans 
don the Outworks, and ſhe that will ſecure hex 
Chaſtity, myggever let it come to too cloſe 4 
ſiege, bur reps the very firſt and moſt remote ig 
finuacions of atemter. Therefore when we ſpeak 
of modeſty in our preſent notion of it, we are not 
to oppole it only to the grofler a& of Incontinen« 
cy, but to all thoſe misbehaviors, which eirher 
diſcover or may create an inclination to it ; off 
which ſort is all lightneſs of carriage, wanton 
glances, obſcene diſcourſe 3 things that ſhew alſ bi 
woman ſo weary of her honor,that the next comet} 
may reaſonably expe& a ſurrender, and conſe} 
quently be invited to the Aflault. Indeed they 
are ſuch, that one would rather think them chef 
reſult of acts, then merely the Prologue ta 
one, and Wothin bur a cuſtom of private finl 
could ſupply impudence enough to do what is aff} 
publicly ſcandalous ; and where this 15 found inn 
thoſe of any conſiderable age, charity itſelf can 
ſcarce paſs a milder cenſure. Yet poſhbly in thoſe 
of the youngeſt ſort, they may ar. firſt be rakeniſh 
up ( as their dreſs is) merely in imitation oli 
others , embrac'd implicitly upon the wy h 
| off. 


—— 
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ef of thoſe ; whoſe examples govern the modes. 
/ of When a poor girle; who has ſtill fo much of the 
eitY child as to admire every thing that glitters, ſees 

4 theſe things uſed by the. gay people of the world, 
nef*ris no wonder if ſhe rake theſe as part of their 
aff accompliſhments; and upon peril of that formida- 
ble calamity of being unfaſhionable, conform ro 
them : Which yet does not ſo much extenuare the 
uile of thoſe few ſeduced perſons,as ir aggravates 
4] thar ofthe Seducers, and atteſts the ſtrange cors 

| rwption of the age; that thoſe thing®which the leſs 
akJ hardned ſort of proſtitutes were formerly aſha- 
med of, ſhould now paſs into the frequency and a- 
n«{ vowedneſs of a faſhion, become a part of Diſcipline 
{and Inſtitution of youth ; as if vice now diſdain'd 
uf to have any punies in its ſchool, and therefore 
onf by a prepoſterous anticipation; makes its pupils 
] wegin where they were wont to end; initiates them 
Ta firſt into that (hameleſneſs, which was wont to 
© be the produ only of a long habit : whar the 
yF end will be of thele Piqueerers in impudencez 
$0 who thus pur their vertu on the forlorn hope, is 
Cl ealie rodivine. Yet is not this the only ſtate of 
panger : they who keep their ranks, and tho they 
08 do not provoke aflaults, yer ſtay to receive them 
i may be far enough from ſafery. She that lends a 
408 patient ear to the praiſes of her Vit @r Beauty 
oF intends art firſt perhaps only to gratily her vani-» 
ty; but when (he ts once charm'd with that Si- 
tFrens ſong, bewitcht with that Flatterys: ſhe inſcn* 
ity Fhibly declines re a kindneſs for that perſon thar 
of C values: 
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values her ſo much: and when that ſpark ſhall be 
blow'd up by perpetual remonſtrances of Paſ 
fion, and perhaps little Romantique artifices of 
pretending to dye for her, with a thouſand other 
tricks, which luſt can ſuggeſt z 'twill like tht 
Naptha Naturaliſts ſpeak of, 1n a moment grow te 
an unquenchable Aame, to the ruine both of het 
vertu and honor, | 
20- LET no woman therefore preſume upc 
the innocence of her firſt intentions z ſhe may az 
well upon cenfidence of a ſound conſtitution, en* 
ter a peſt-houſe and converſe with the plag 
whole contagion does not more ſubtily infinuate 
it ſelf, than this ſort of temtation. And as inthat 
caſe (he would not ſtay to define what were 
critical diſtance, at which ſhe might approch with 
ſafery,but would run as far from 1t as ſhe couldyſ 
ſo in this,it noleſs concerns her, to remove her ſell 
from the poſſibility of danger, and ( how uni 
faſhionable ſoever it be) to put on ſucha ſeve 
Modeſty, that her very looks ſhould guard hery 
and diſcourage the moſt impudent aflailant. Tis 
ſaid of Philopemen, that the Laecedemonians finds 
ing it their intereft ro corrupt him with mony 
they were yetſo poſleſt. with the reverence of hi 
vertues, that none durſt undertake to artaque 
him ; and ſure *ewere not impoſſible for womed(ſ 
to arrive at the ſame ſecurity : ſuch an autori 
there is in Verrue, that where *tis eminent, *ci8l 
apt to controle all looſe defires,and he muſt not be 
only luſtful bur ſacrilegious, that attemts to vio# 
late ſuch a SanQuary, 21, BuT 
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bel 21. BuT perhaps that ſex may fear, that b 
if putting on ſuch a aug chay. ſhall loſe the 
{| glory of their Beauty, which is now chiefly efti- 
+ mated by the number of thoſe who court and a- 
dore them. To this in the firſt place I muſt ſay, 
of thar they are miſerable Trophies to Beauty thar 
if mult. be built on the reins of virtu and honor ; 
| and ſhe that to boaſt the length of her hair ſhould 
af bang herſelf in ir, would but a& the ſame folly 
ax) 40 2 lower inſtance. 
nl 22. BuT then ſecondly , 'ris a great miſtake 
to think their Beauty ſhall be the leſs prized, ſince 
of [cis incident to mans nature to eſteem thoſe things 
at moſt that are at diſtance, whereas an eafie and 
{ cheap deſcent begers contemt, So long as they 
ich] govern themſelves by the exa& rules of Prudence 
4 and Madeſty , their luftre is like. the Meridian 
un in its clearneſs, which tho leſs approchable, 
af is counted more glorious; but when they decline 
of from thoſe,they are like char Sun-in a cloud,which 
i tho ſafclier gazed on; is vot half ſo bright. Bur 
od beſides theſe collateral advantages, *tis certain 
thar Modeſly gives an immediat and dire@ im- 
Wrovementto Beauty ; for tho men for their own 
"vicious ends wiſh them fever'd,. yer they cannot 
bur think they are. the moſt amiable. when united, 
$ and you ſhall hear them ofren commend the afpe& 
irgl of that Madefty, - which they would fain circum- 
650 vent, 
ze 23. BuT in the third place, thereis nothing bur 
+ {ach a Reſervedneſs thar can indeed make their 
'T ” $o'S Beau- 
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Beauty triamphant, Parly and conquelt are the Þ 
moſt diſtantthings ; and ſhe that deſcends to treat 
with an aflailant, whatever he may tell her of his J 
being her captive , *cis but in order to the making 
her his 3 which when ſhe'once is,there is noſtate of } 
ſervitude half ſo-wretched, - nothing in: rhe world } 
being ſo laviſhly abje& as a proſtitute woman, 
For beſides all the intereſt of another life which 
ſhe baſely reſigns, ſhe ſacrifices.all that is valuable 
in this : her reputation ſhe .puts wholly in his I 
power that has debauched her, and which is worſe 
her reformation too. If ſhe ſhould have a mind te'f 
return to virtu, ſhe dares'not for fear he ſhould 


divulge her former ſtrayings from ir : ſo that, like Þ 


Catiline, ſhe isengag'd toturureevils to ſecure the 


paſt. Yea ſhe ſubje&s herſelf nor only to his luſt, Þ| a 


bur to all his humors and fanſies, nay even to all 
thoſe who have bin inſigumenral to their 'priva-. 


cies, none of them all being to be diſpleas'd for} i 
fear of blabbing : and when *ris remembred,what F k 
OO chan t6 be within their laſh. *Tis rrue'F 1 
indeed, ſome have found a way to cure this unead} % 


a ſort of cartel they are, which are the engines in? 
ſuch affairs, - there can ſcarce be any thing more; 


lineſs by being their own delators, not only con-Y 


tefling bur boaſting their crime,” and by an impu»} 
dent owning prevent all accuſations : yer even; 
this ſerves but to atteſt the intolerableneſs of the: 
former condition, when this worſt of miſchiefs is Þ} 1 
choſe as a reſcue. Their impatience of being al- 
Ways in awe ;. makes them take up that —_ 

ar 
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IE for infamy, which Ceſar did for death, who ſaid 


'ewas better to die once: than to be always in 


'fear. And tho this deſperate remedy may cure the 


fegr, yet it aſcertains the. feproch ; for whereas 


-in the impeachment of others there is place for 
$ doubt, and charity may-promt fome:to disbelieve 


it, yet when the fa& is juſtified by the offender, 
the evidence is uncontrolable, and withal doubles - 


the infamy. For beſides that which adheres ro the 
crime there is a diſtin& portion due.to the impu- 


dence ;- yet like the Scorpion it muſt cure its own 


- ' Ring, and'tho'it tticreaſes the obloquy , . yet it 


deadens the ſenſe of it, 
24, Bu T when they have thus ſteeld their 
forcheads againſt all imprefions of Shame, they 


| ate till liable to many other painful effe&s of 


their fin, What fears of being abandoned; whar 
ſcalouſies of rivals do often torture them > And 


'F indeed not without ground : for they cannot bur 


| know, that the ſame humor of variety. which en- . 


is | very wrinkle that repreſents in 
{ comes a deep gaſh in the heart. Bur if they have 


F 


in” ſage their Paramors in their love, may do the 


efor another, and another, andſo on; it being 


Þ 25 poſlible rograſp the air, as ro. confine a wan- 
#7 vring luſt. Beſides, whar anxious apprehenſions 
i=} have they of the approch of age,” which they are 
| fure will render them loathed and deſpicable, as 


alſo of all intermedial decays of Beauty > How 
critically do they examine ae ug and e- 
eir face, be- 


a any time the leſure for indeed the courage) to 
== look 
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look inward, the view is yet more dreadful, 4 
deform'd ſoul, ſpoil'd of its innocence, and ren 
dred almoſt as brntiſh as the fin it has conſented 
to. Bur tho it be in ſom reſpeas like the beaſt that 
periſpeth, ir is not,it cannot be in that which wou 
moſt avail itz an endleſs being it cannar loſe, ne 
can it expeR any thing from that preeminence al 
- Its nature, but an infinity of miſery, This is ſuc 
an amazing contemplation, as, methinks, were it 
inſiſted on, ſhould allay rhe hotteſt blood ; 
impure flames being fo fierce as ro conteſt with 
thoſe of nnquenchabke fire. Ir is therefore tho 4 
very impious, yet tio unskilful artifice of thoſe 
who would vitiate women in their manners, to 
corrupt them in their Principles, and by extis 
guiſhing all hopes or fears of another World, 
perſuade them to immerſe boldly into all the abos 
minations of this. *Tis ſaid, this is now an art 
of wooing, the modern Preludium to the bale} 
. propoſals : itſeems this age dares not truſt only 
to the former ways of ſeducement, fears there 
will not be women enough that will forget the ans 
ecreſts of another World ; and therefore is taig 
ro ſct up a new party of others to disbelieve it 
And I tear that. deſign has bin too proſperous 
many women are ſo much more concerned fot 
their Bodies than their Souls, that they are 
conented the ,one ſhould be elevated upon the 
depreſſion and* debaſement of the other 5 and 
whilſt with a vain tranſport, they can hear their 
outward form applauded as Angelical or Divine, 
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they. 


 Y they can very tamely endure to have their better 
ff part vilified and deſpiſed,defin'd to be only a puff 
ed of air in their noſtrils, which will ſcatter with 
{heir expiring breath, or in the Atheiſt's phraſe, 
1100 '#3/d. 6. 6. waniſh as the ſoft «ir. Whereas they 
al ſhould conſider, that they who preach this doatrin 
af x0 them, defign it only to infer a pernicious uſe. 
chal ?Tis a maxim in Politics, that thoſe counſels are 
1M] ſuſpiciouſly ro be ſcan'd, which- carry in their 
front the adviſers intereſt z which certainly is 
thi] gever more viſible thefF in this caſe, he that once 
{ gains this point, never needing to conteſt for all 
{e;} the reſt. For he that can ds a woman out 
toff of her ſoul, will ſoon command her body; and 
nels then what was at firſthis intereſt, becomes hers at 
df haſt ; and her wiſhes of the mortality of her ſoul, 
# ace much ſtronger then *tis poſſible her belief of 
th it could be: which confirms abundantly my affir- 
(tf mation of the ſervile, wretched condition of ſuch 
3 » For if we judg thar a very ſevere ſlavery, 
# which makes people deſirous to reſign a temporal 
oF being, what ſhall we think of that which pro- 
oF yokes them to renounce an eternal ? 
gs 25. AND now by this gradation of miſchiefs 
$38 we may judg of the deplorable ſtate of thoſe 
ot who bave abandoned their Vertu;wherein I doubr 
F vor the conſciences of many. cannot only atteſt; 
v2 buc much improve the deſcription; and all T ſhall 
14 fy to ſuch,is,only to conſult that boſom monitor, 
1 which till chey do, all Homilies will be inſignifi- 
&, | cant, My deſign was not therefore to tel] them 
38 | what 
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what they too well fcel, -but only to point outÞ'ol' 
their wracks as warnings to others. | iv 
26, LET all tholl therefore who are yet uns} Ml 
tainted, and by being ſo, have their judgment4ÞÞyt 
clear- and unbiaſt,. conſider. ſoberly the miſery of Fu 
the other condition, aud that not only. to ap» 
plaud, bur ſecure their own z and when ever the 
ontward pomps and gaudy ſplendors of a vitiatedÞ #| 
woman ſeem, like that of Creſws, to boaſt theitÞ Pf 
happineſs, let them look through that Fallacy,and Fa 

anſwer with Solon, that Arſe only are happy wh} 
are ſo at their end, Their moſt exquiſit deckinzgs} W 
are bur like the garlands on a beaſt deſign'd tor I 
Sacrifice z their richeſt gems are but the chains; W 
not of their ornament but flavery; and their} i 
gorgeous. apparel, like that, of Herod , covers} 
perhaps a putrid body, ( for even that doth not} 
ſeldom prove their fate ) or however; a more [> 
putrid ſoul. They who can thus conſider them J. 
will avoid one great ſnare; for 'tis not alwaics ft 
ſo much the luſt of the fleſh, as that of the eyes |Þ 
which betrays a woman. *Tis the known infir*ÞÞ 
mity of the Sex, to love gaiety, and a ſplenaiapl 
appearance, which renders all remtations of thats 
ſort ſoconnatural to them, that thoſe who are not 
arrived to a more ſober eſtimate of things, wilt Þ* 
ſcarce be ſecure. It will therefore be neceflary 
tor them to regulate their opinions, and reduce 
all ſuch things ro their juſt valu, and then rhey'"Þ 
will appear ſo trifling, that they can never main*'Þ 
tain any competition with the more folid no I 
of | 
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ut of Vertu and Honor. For tho thoſe terms ſeem 
: 4 this looſe age to be exploded 4 yer where the 
ne} Wings are viſible.they excort a ſecret veneratiory 
$0 pyen from thoſe who think it their concern pub- | 
Aicly to deride them : whereas onthe other fide a 
pe defection from them expoſes to all the contemt 
ay Waginable, reyders them deſpis'd even by thoſe 
ed] #ho betrai'd them to ir, leaves a perpetual blot 
itÞ ppon their Names, and their Family. For in the 
nd | ani of a woman, ler Vir atid Beauty, and all 
hi{&kmale accompliſhments ſtand in the front ; yet it 
os] Wantonneſs bring up the rear, the Satyr ſoon des 
otÞ yours the Panegyric, and (as in an Echo) the laſk 
$;{ words only will reverberate, and her vice will be 
it 5emembred when all the reſt will be forgor. Bur 
rs | 1 need not declame upon this theme $ the Son of 
ot | $yrach has done it tomy handin many paſlages,but 
elpecially Eccluſ.2.3. to which I refer the Reader. 

[8 1 WHaT hath bin already ſaid, is,l ſuppoſe; 
{ſufficient to convince every woman how muchicr 
Fisher concern to keep her ſelf trialy within the 
r= bounds of Modeſty and Vertu, In order to which, 
;&Fihere js nothing more important then a judicious 
toice of their Company; I mean not only for 


lt Felpecially has that worſt quality of the Plague, 
"a 3 » . 
that "tis malicious, and would infe& others, A_ 
*Ewoman that knows her (elt ſcandalous, thinks ſhe 
-y $6 reprocht by the verty of another, looks on her 
1-8 one that is zade to roproue her waits, as it is, 
is $##d- 2+ 14+ and therefore in her own defence 


of D tirives 
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ſtrives to level rhe inequality, not by reformi Tu 
her ſelf, (that ſhe thinks too hard a task) but by; 
- corrupting the other, To this end, ſuch are wills, 
ling to ſcrew themſelves into an acquaintance,willlih, 
be officiouſly kind, and by all arts of condeſcenſy; 
tion and obliging, endeavor-to enſnare a womaliſhj 
of reputation into their intimacy. And if they 
ſucceed, it they can' but once entangle her intalſy; 
that cobweb-ſriendſhip ; they then, ſpider-likeyf 
inſuſe their venom, never leave their vile infinua} gf 
tions till they have poiſoned and ruined her. But; 
and if onthe other fide they meet with one of tog ye 
much ſagacity to be ſo entrapped; it they canzq( 
not taint - her Innocence, they will endeavor tg f 
blaſt. her Fame ; repreſent her to the World to be ef 
what they would have made her ; thar is in the 
Pſalmiſts phraſe, ſach an one as themſelves,Plal. 50; {4 
24+ ſo thatthere is no converſing with them, but, 
with a manifeſt peril either of Vertu or Honory h 
which ſhould merhinks be a ſufficient diflwaſiveſy 
'Tis true, tis not alwaies in ones power to ſhunf® 
the meeting with ſuch perſons, they are too nudhy, 
merous, and too intruding to be totally avoided yk 
unleſs, as St.Paul ſays, 1 Cor. 5, 10. one ſhould 
out of the world. Bur ajl voluntary converſe ſup 
poſes a choice, and Therefore every body that 
will may refrain thar, may keep on: the utmolt 
frontiers of civility , without ever ſuffering any; 
approch rowards intimacy and familiarity. ' 
33- And ſure were this diſtance duly obſerved; 
it might be of excellent uſe, a kind of lay Excom-F 
mun- 7 
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—{munication, which might come very ſeaſonably to 
109 hpply the want of the Eccleſiaſtic now out-dated. 
 MFAnd this ſeems very well to agree with the ſenſe of 
VU Soloz, the wiſe 4thenian Law-giver, who, beſides 
"that he ſhut the Temple-doors againſt them inter- 
cngiated rhem the ſacred Afemblies ; made ir one of 
1999 his laws, that an Adultereſs ſhould not be permit- 
. tec to wear any ornaments, that ſo they might in 
nvExhcir dreſs carry the note of their infamy. Should 
kf we havethe like diſtinQion obſerved, 1 fear many 
ty of our gaieſt birds would be- unplumed, and tho 
the ſame: be not now an expedient practicable, 
AF yer the former is, and might be of very good 
Winſe. For beſides that already mentioned of va 
ring the innocent, it. might perhaps have a good 
FF effect on the guilty, who could not -but refle& 
eg with ſom ſhame on themſelves, if they were thus 
FF fiogled our and diſcriminated 3 whereas whilſt they 
Wh are ſuffered to mix with the beſt Societies, (like 
os SE: Deer in an herd) they flatter themſelves they 
Vee are undiſcernable. 
"34 Bu T indeed the advantage of this courſe 
US's yet more extenſive, and would reach the whole 
W>cx, which now ſeems to lie under a general ſcan- 
ial , for the fault of particular perſons, We 
know any conſiderable number of ſmutry ears 
UEcaſts a blackneſs on the whole field, which yer 
were they apart, would perhapy not fill a ſmall 
IF corner of it ; and in this uncharitable age, things 
4; are apt to be. denominated not from the greater 
©2F but worſer part : whereas, were the precious ſe- 
rh EF | Z vered 


} 
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veted from the vile, by ſoit note of diſtinion; A 
there might then a more certain eſtimate be nidds % 
and I cantot be fo fevere ro womankind, as not tef- 
believe the ſcandalous part would then nrake butt 
4 ſrmaſl ſhew which now makes ſo great anoiſe, Þ | 

35, BES1DEs thisIcanſuggeſt bur one way 
mote fote women of honor ro vindicate cheirſegÞ 
and that is by making their own vertu as illuftriough- 
as they cah-z and by rhe bright ſhine of that draw+ 
off mens EYES from the wor cr proſped, And ) Ni 
this there is requir'd not” only itinocence, butÞy 
prudence z -to abſtaingas from all real evil, fofromJp 
the appearaiice of it two,” x Thell. 5 22. not, yy ff 
ahy doubtful or ſuſpictons ation, -ro'give any pl 
vmbrage for cenſure, bur as rhe ApoſMlleſaies in} 
Anorher caſe, 2 Cor, 1t- 17,0 cut woke frombÞ nd 
Then thit at fire otcafions + ro dtny themſelves the & 
molt intiScent libercies, when any feandalous ins p 
ference is like to be deduc'd- fronithem., Ant] 
tho perhaps no caution ' is -enotgh to. ferursÞa1 

againſt the malicious, and the” jealous, tho "rixhal 
poſſible ſome black nidych may -aſperfe themz yer 
they have ſtill *?lato's tefterve, who being told off 
ſor who had defam'd him, "ris zo wvatrer [aitl b5 

Di live fo that mne'fhall believe them, © 1f wheat 

lives be butſych, that they tnay acquit chemfelve$Ys 

to the ſober *and utiprejudiced, they Have all 'ch#Þ& 
ſecurity can he aſpir'd to inthis. worll'; rhe mat&}* 


evincing atreſtarian they muſt artend from tE&ſh 
hnerring Tribunal he Tt 


rertatter, Where" there Tyes'2 Ys 
certain "appeal for all; injor'd' pecfatis ' who can 


tally Walt for lm SECT, it 


as 2 nec \ Fehiihine Vertu x this 
7 nature ferms texch,' which abhots'ai 
if Krofities and TN opbrttons; 4nd therefore ht: 
off wing 4lorted to, women! a mote ſaiobth"atd [5ft 
policion of body; (> ibrention; 


x * 1 hext Ac we ew rk Hits 


YI (bby the mind ſhohl je nn Its For ths 
Ire aegped fart; can reprefent in the ſaitie 
Jothiiry'irno- 


beadr y in one polition, art 
ll atict'; . my, ature is tote lincefe; "Ad never i 
| tferene and ke fothead/ fx&id be the 
"il lece to # cfoudy temp peſtubys hewtt, li. Tones 
#11 foreto be wifht you et a4rho 
nn and hilt they Gon + homme to 
rx appland or improve'theit ou Fy form , they - 
{would caſt ohe 160 wi Inwatds, ah8 examine Wh 
a abing vis thetehI@ With x fait 6uthde;yherher 
hes hoy Nbiber of paſſion” 'Garken'!ayd overcaſt thee 
eff tertor beztity, aU'uſe at leaſt i etal diligetoe 
7 J| Srefeu rhar, of they would 6" 'cirar their face 
h L: i any ain or blewiſh, 
64 © 2 Bur Tem entrecaH/ Whidhiſt efts this; 
he bor che God of 'narure tov, Merkiieſs" eing not 
a f Wenn all'as'a Clirffian'verto; but 
Ir apeicuparly enjoin'd tra wonten*as'a peculiar ac- 
COm- 
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compliſhnent of their ſex, 1 Pet. 3. 4. where ak 
ter the mention of all. tbe exquiſit and coſtlyf® 
deckings of art, this one srnament of 4 meck 

quiet ſpirit , is confronted to them , with thigh 


eminent ateſiarioh, that it is ## the fight of God of 
great ws and therefore to all who will not « 


rn 


i FN Will, and a Meek; 


EN 


er.i 
po puts NEE upon the chance vg 
On and what they firſt happen to draw, de: 
eermines them meerly upon the priviledg. of it 
precedency, ſo that had Mahomet firſt ſeiz'd themyli 
his tenure would have bin as indefeſable,as Chri L 
now. How great.the force of ſuch prejudices are 
we tnay ſee by.che oppoſitions ir_rais'd_ againlt 
Chriſtian Mace. in groſs atirs firſt promulgas 
r10n, 
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"of Meekmeſn,” ou 


Aion 5 the Jews blind Zeal for the Traditions o 
_ WY their Fathers, engaging them in-the murder even 
Meſias who 


| of that very 


whom thoſe Traditions had 


Ftavght them -to expeR, and after inthe perſecu» ' 
tion of that :do&rine . which his ReſurreQion 
A had ſo irrefragably. atteſted. And to juſtihe the 
-\{ propricty of this obſervation, to thoſe I now 
| write to, "tis exprelly affirm'd, As 13. 50, That 
they made uſe of the zeal of the female Proſclites 
FT for that purpoſe. The mon firred up the devout 


1.4 and honorable women, an 


rais d a perſecution againſt 


Paul a»d Barnabas, So: that: *tis no unſeaſonable 
4 advice to ſuch, to be ſure they ſee well rheir way 
| before they runtoo fierce a carriere init; others 
4 wiſe the greateſt heat- withour light, 'does bur re» 
I {emble that of the bottomleſs pir, where flames 
20 and darkneſs do at once cohabir. . 


© 4 BurT whilſt I decry this prejudicate ſtif- 


1;veſs, I intend nor to plead for its contrary ex- 
FFireme , and recommend a too cafie flexibility g 

E which is a temper of equal, if not more ill conſe- 
al quence than the former. The adhering to one opi- 
FJ ton can expoſe but ro one error, bur a mind that 
JF lies open to the effluxes of all. new teners, may 
: oF lucceſlively entertain a whole ocean of deluſions ; 
77 and to be thus yielding, is nota Meekneſs but Ser- 


nl 


- 


: 
*y 


VWeneſs of Underſtanding. Indeed *tis ſo great a 


2 weakneſFof mind, that rhe Apoſtle finks it ſom- 


har below the impotence of women, and reſem- 
bles it to that of children, Eph. 4. 14. yet it ſeems 


-. the folly of fome women 'had levell'd them with 


children 
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Ehildren in his marter, for the ſame Apoſile-rakelfi 
notice of ſuch,to whom as he gives the Epicher ofC 
filly, fo the latter pars of the ChargQer ſpealſi 
them-incorrigibly ſo, ever learning, aud never ahi 
fo-comt tothe kniwledg . of the truth, 1 Tims 3,80 
—_— which it ws compare with ourtimens 
we mult tbink prophetic, .For how mapy inftancylſ 
hath this agagiven vs of women ſo led caprive & 
who beingeicher affeed with the novelty. or ſe 
duced by the: pretended] zeal. of .3 new. teacher 
" bave givenup'theic underſtandings to him-; and fat 
2 while this: ſtrong” man: has kept poſleſhan, bu 
. when a ſkronger than he bath 'come it has fared 
23 with hirivin che Goſpel,: a louder zeal or a news 
erdodrine'. ſoon divides his. ſpoils 5 and that by 
force of rbewery ſame principle on which he {df 
up, which within a while undermines the lattet 
alſa, and ſo fagceſſively ;. rill the poer Proſelite 
bas bin hucied through all the mazes of wild er 
ror, and & laſt perhaps (like a palate diltractedF 
bytoo much variety) the fixes upon that which a 
firſt ſhe moſt; decried, This has bin eventual 
True in ſore, who ſetting. out inthe Herceſt ders 
ſation of Popery, have wandred a long like th 
blinded Syrien5,2 King.6,20, that they have at laff 
found themſelves in the midſt of Samuaris 3' by 4 
inſepſible circular motion bin brought abour t 
that Religion, from which alone rhefdeſigne 
to fly. So\litele do itching ears knaw whithet 
They may be (carried: .and indeed; the ear whet 
infected with that prurient. humar way vie N 4 
chiels 


= Sn 


Ones -o= 


x 


Webicts with the rongue, which St. Fames tells us 
Q 


Ch. 3-15. # (tho a little member) « world of 
$0:196/t). | 


5+ 'T 1s therefore the moſt important concern 


of all; ro tortifie that ſo affailable part ; but 'ris 


gpecially ſo of women,not only in reſpe& of thar 
mural imbecillity,' which renders them liable ro 


z{educement, bur alſo becauſe the opinion of their 
of being ſo, makes them particularly aim'd at by ſedu+ 
ll cers. For as he who is to pur off adulterated wares, 
x0 will chuſe che moſt unwary chapmen, fo theſe S0- 


iſticators of Divinity, defire the moſt undiſcern- 


ed ive Auditors. And truly that ſo many ofthat Sex 
i are ſo, I do not ſo much impute to any natural de- 


d 
ſ | 


tet pprehenſions, bur have ſo little penetrated the 


ite 
or 


{R, as to the looſe notions they have of Religions 
of which they have perhaps ſom general contuſed 


depth of it, that they know not why they ate 
Chriſtians, rather then Tarks, why of the Church 


of Englaxd, rather then of that of Rowe, or Gene- 


«And while they are thus unfixt,and have no bets 


ger principle then cuſtom and compliance ; they 


having nothing ro anſwer to any the grofleſt de- 


ceit that Can be obtruded upon them, which for 
:{nght they know or have confider'd, may be as 
vt true as any thing they formerly profeſt. Now 
"when any one in this condition ſhall be aflauked, 


tor only by the repeated importunities of falſe 


ot 'Rachers, but allo by ingeminated threatnings of 


hell and damnation, ſhe is like one awaked by the 


HY outcry of fire, and in that amaze will be apr to 


FE, run 


fe ” 0 k . 0; C "eY 
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run where-ever the firſt diſcoverer - of her dange be 
(Oar 


(hall lead her, - 
6. Tſhall therefore moſt earneſtly recommend] 
it as the beſt Antidote agaift the poifon of novdlf 
do&rins, to examin well the grounds of the'oldygÞd 
for want of this it is that our Church has bin ew® 
poſed to ſo many frivolous cavils, it being too inbFÞ8 
cident to the perverſe Pride of human nature, to}+" 
ſpeakevil of things we underſtand not, And had} 
our ſhe-zealots rſt conſulted ſom ſober guides} Þ 
and from them underſtood-upon what grounds] 
the PraRice as well as DoQrinof our Church was] 
founded, they could not fo cafily have bin carris} | 
ed away by every wind of dottrin, as the Apofile 
phraſes it, Ephe 4. 14- | J* 
7. INDEED thisis no more then common ju- 
ſice exats, which forbids the condemning even 
the vileſt malefaQor unheard, (& unheard and not 
underftood, are in this cafe terms equivalent) yet 
ſure they owe fomthing more to that Church from 
whoſe miniſtry themſelves muſt confeſs to have} 
derived their Chriftianity, in whoſe boſom they} 
have bin cheriſhr, and conſequently may plead #F* 
mothers right in them; ſo that unleſs potieflion, 
which fortihies ciyil rights, deſtroy the Ecclet-F 
aſtic 5 ſhe may challenge beſides thar-narural ju* 
ſice, (which is the common due of humanity) # 
parental reſpe& and reverence, a debe which is 
ſure very ill anſwered by thoſe, who caſt oft her} 
obedience before they have at all conſidered whar FF 
it is ſhe commands, And if the abdicating _ 
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0 be a thing ſo unnatural, as needs ſom very impot- 
{{ rant cauſe to juſtifie it, the renouncing of a Pa» 
{gent muſt require:a, reaſon as far tranſcendin 
val] #0: as the guilt does if ir be cauſleſs ; and ſuc 
14014 mult incvirably- be. in all, who for want of due 
examination, ſuffer themſelves to be lead into 
oo groundlefs prejudices and diſguſts. 

80:8. T © prevent that guilt, and a multitnde of 
adJ others which ſpring from it; I muſt again repeat 
es, | my Propoſal, 'thar women of Quality (whoare 
dsf-preſumed to want neither Parts nar leaſure for it) 
as] Fould.a little Jook into: theinfide of the Religion 
ny 

ile 


they profeſs ;- if it be &-true' one, twill bearthe 

inſpeQion, truth never (ſhunning the lights ifit 

| be nor, the diſcovery cannot be too early. And 

u- | indeedamong the many. remarkable imprefſles of 
en | truth our-Churchbears, this is one, that ſhe does 

or | aotblindfald her: Profelites, leaves them the uſe 

et | of rheir diſcerning Kaculey, and does not by ob+ 
a gages them an implicit belief, force them 

ve to lay down their Reaſor-when: they rake up their 
ey] Faith... And now why. ſhould not Ladies ſpend'a 
| 2 8 ew of their many:idle hours in this inquiſition #1 
n; | tacan not-ro embark them. .in a mare of contro- 
f | xecſies, but only to diſcern thoſe plain grounds of 
2» | Truthzon which out Charch builds ; which if well 
\ & | digeſted; | will prove a better amuler againſt delu- 
is | 09 then the reading whale Tomes of Difpurtations, 
er | more-apr to diſtrattthen fortify rheit underſtand- 
ar | ves, - Aqd:hadrhey.thas done, had their minds 
1d {| bin ballafted-by ſober principles, ſo-many of them 
3 38 E 2 had 
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had never made up the triumphs of ſo many anWarr 
fo various ſeducers. And tho to ſuch this advers F 
tiſement may com too late (like afſiſtance.atrer! 
defeat) yerit may be a ſcaſonable caution to pf 
thers, and to thoſe I offet it, as that very tempetſin 
wherein conſiſts that rational Meekneſs of the uaghbe 
derſtanding I would recommend to them, . whiclit« 
is equally violated by a blind obftinacy,or as blindfſ6 
a fic xibility, | | 4wi 
. A ſecond fort of Meekneſs 1s that of tha 
W/1ll, which lies in irs juſt- ſubordination, and ſubs 
mithon to a more ſupream Aurority, which:in Div 
vine things is the Vil of God z ih Natural ovffm 
Moral right Reaſon ; and inhuman Conſtitutions 
thecommand of Superiors : and ſo long .as the 
Will governs ir felt by : theſe in their refpeiveJne 
Orders,.ittranſgrefles not the Meekneſs requir'dth 
of ir, Bur experience atteſts, that the. Will is 
ROW in its depravation. animperious Faculty, aptide 
ro calt off that ſubjeion to which it 'was de«ſj" 
Ggn'd; and a&t independemtly from thoſe-morivegth 
Which ſhould influence. it... This God knows ig 
to9 common inallAges,all Conditions,and Sexesufjc 
but the Feminine lies more eſpecially under an ili 
name for ite VYhether thathave grown from the low 
opinion conceived of . their: Reaſon, leſs able .roYt 
maintain its Empire, or from the multipli'd habivh 
rual inſarices themſelves, haye given. of .unrulyYth 
Wills, 1 ſhall not undertake: to decermin; but 
Either way 'cis, 1 am ſure; ſogreat a-reproch, as 
they ſhould be.very induſtripys to wipe-off,: Ak I 
I: wuly |}; 
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antruly I know nothivg. more incentive to thar en- 
erg geavor, then the having a righe eſtimare of the 
er Happineſs as well as Vertu of a governable Will. 
> eHow calmly do thoſeglide through all (even the 
petyyougheſt) events, that can but maſter that ſtubs 
1boro Faculry z A will refign'd to God's, how does 
icfgitenervated and enfeeble any calamity'; Nay:in*: 
ingydecd it triumphs over it, and by ' that conjunftion 
I with him that ordains,: may be ſaid rs command 
hafeven 'what it ſuffers. *Twas a Philoſophical 
169] Maxim, . that a Wiſe-moral man could not be in- 
Digg jared, could not be miſerable. -Bur ſure*ris muck: 
of more true of him who has that divine. Wiſdom of 
"89 Chriſtian reſignation, that twiſts and -inwraps all 
theJhis choices with God's,” and is neither at the pains 
vel nor hazard of his own eleRions z bur 1s ſecure, 
 dIttatunleſs Omniſcience can be deceived, - or Om- 
18] tiporence defeated, he ſhall have what is really 
pefbeſt for him. Te STR 
ef” 10. PROPORTIONABLE ( tho not equal) to; 
egttis, is the happineſs of a Will regulated by Rea-: 
199/99 in things wirhin-.its Sphere :- 'eis rhe dignity? 
$2S&buman Nature, and:that-which diſtinguiſhes 'it ; 
bgitom that of Beaſts, Yea, even thoſe grow more. 
wy@nemtible- in their kinds, the farther rhey- are- 
pJtmoved from it. The ſtupid ſturdineſs of an 
iv Ae has render'd it-Proverbial for folly, when: 
[the tractableneſs of other Animals has temred ſom 
tit thee amongrationals. Beſides, reaſon at- 
IS lords:ſormthing of a Baſis and Foundation for the 
dill to bottom 00, He thar governs himſelf by 
2 O28 ,- 0 15 1.5. Os 
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reaſon (thar-being. Ri!l the-ſame) wilb-a& equally 'Y 
and conſonant to- himſelf; but he that does a thingl 
this cuoment,: anly becauſe he will, may the ne 
bave as weighty an argiiment -to do ſomthingfis; 
quite contrary3-:a8d-ſor.may ſpend his whole timylfpy 
m-unravelling his Spiders: webs, as the Propheliy 
ightly-calls che-yain. deſigns of (uth brutiſh mer 
$9. 5+ - Not to ſpeak, of thoſe recoilings aw 
wpbraidings. of the: rational-faculies, which ar 
the vineaſy artendants, af thoſe who refilt its mon 
dire& adnionitions s there is nothing, expoles te 
more ſecular ruins. . Annngovernable VWill.is the 
maſt - precipitous thing imaginable, and:like th 
Devil tn the'Swine, ,hurries bheadlong to deſtracth 
any. and yet ;deprives. oe, of. :thar paar reſerve 
that faint comfort of the 'vaiſerable, Pitty ; whic 
will not be ſo-much invited by the miſcry, as avery 
ted by that. wilfulneſs' which cauſed it,” Nay inn 
deed, ſa little can ſuch perſons expe@ the comy 
paſhon of others,: that *rwill- be hard for thema tc 
affard : themſelves their own: the conſciouſne( 
thattheir calamities are bur the iflues of their ov 
perrerſneſs, being apt io.diſpoſe them more. to half 
then pitty. - And this is no fmall accumulation al 
veretchedneſs,when a man ſuffers not only dire@ly 
but at the rebound too ; reinflits his' miſerie 
upon himſelf by a grating refleftion on hts.ov 
madneſs. Yea; ſo great an 4ggrawation.is it, thath 
even Hell it ſelf is enhaunced and co ed | 
tz all the torments there. being edged and ſharpel 
ned by the waful. remembrance, that they mighth 
Once have bin avoided. 11. Inf: 
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lyJ+ 1x. 1N the-laſt place a Will duly ſubmiſſive 
zo lawful Superiors, is got only an amiable thing 
MIItheeies of others, but exceedingly happy te 
af ores ſelf; *ris the parent of peace,” and order both 

wblic and private. A- bleſſing fo. conſiderable, 


ans is very cheaply bought with a little receding 
elf from ones own will or humor, whereas, the con- 
oof trary temper is the ſpring and. original of in» 
ary foit confuſtons, the grand incendiary. which ſers 
of Kingdoms, Churches, - Families, in combuſtion ; 
hs flat contradiction not only to the word, bur 
KJ even the works of God; a kind of Anticreative 
gh power, which reduces things'to that Chaos from 
av whence God drew them. Our age has given us to0 
Vol many and tao natr inſtances af ts maiſchie= 
19] yous efftets, which. may ſerve to enhaunce the va- 
"Flue of that governable malleable temper I now 
recommend. And as a VVill thus refign'd to Rea- 
non and jaft Auntority, is a felicity all rational 
| toF natures ſhould aſpire to; ſo eſpecially the femi- 
ev nine Sex, whoſe paſſions being.narurally the more 
Wimpertuous, ought to be the more ſtrialy guarded: 
189d kept under the ſevere diſcipline of Reaſon , 
Gor where *tis otherwiſe, where a woman has no 
1988 guide but her VVill, and ber Will is nothing bur 
169 her Humor, the event is ſure co. be faral to her 
wa_ ſelf, and often to others alſo. 
"My 1:AND the hazardotf this renders that other 
Dy new of the will, I mean that of obedience to 
'p*Wupertors , | a very happy impoſition, tho per- 
bays cis not alries thaughuſoy fr thoſe who re 
) | 


4o THE LADIES CALLING. PaxrT\k 
{ift the - government of Reaſon, are /nor very, apt | 
xo ſubmir to that of Autority.Yer ſure God and n& If 
rare do atteft the particular-expediency of this }® 
to women, by having placed that Sex in a degre&}F 
of inferiority ro the orher, Nay farther *tis obſer#Þ 
vable, that'as'there are-but three ſtates of lifepÞ#: 
through which rhey cantegularly paſs, viz. Vits d 
ginity, Marriage, and Widowhood, two of thewiFi 
areſtares of SubjeRion, the farſt-ro the parent}: 
the ſecond te the husband ; and the third, as it is} 
caſual, whether ever they arviveto it or no, fo itF# 
they do, we find it by God himſelf reckon'd as aFW: 
condition -the moſt deſolate and deplorable. If 
I ſhould ſay this happens upon that very ſcore thatÞ 
rhey are eforocheir own guidance, the ſad wrack#Ffſe 
of many woild roo much juſtifie the gloſs ; burÞf 
however it evinces, that God (ers not the fame valw [+ 
upon their being maſterleſs, which ſom of .themi'Þ 
do, whilſt-he reckons them moſt miſerable, when'Þy, 
they are moſt at hberty. | þ 
73. And ſince Gods afhgnation has thus deter/Fq, 
mined ſubje&ion to be the womens lotzthere need$FF; 
80 other argument of irs fitneſs, or for their acquit 
elcence. ' Therefore when ever they oppoſe it, rhe 
contumacy flies higher then the immediat Superiot!Þh 
and reaches God himſelf. And | am apr to think 
there would not many of that timorous Sex dare'F}; 
fo far, wee it not for ſom falſe punRiillioes of þ; 
honor, which (like thoſe-among or Duellifts) have] 
impoſed themſelves. Theſe repreſent Meekneſs and þ 
Submiffion-as afillyſheepiſh qualiry unfit for wo Þ 
| . men | 


— COT RESENT COCCSELNNT US BABES 
ket. II, Of Meekneſ.. At 
3 Fanen of breeding ad ſpirit : whilſt an imperious 
18 [8 tinacy paſſes for nobleneſs and greatneſs of 
ki {ihind, But alas they are wofully miſtaken in 
elr notion of a great Spirit, which conſiſts it 
${Kcotninig to do unworthy and vile things, and con- 
fe{$ragiouſly encountering the adverſe events of life, 
774 [Bot iti ſpurning' at duty, or Cn to pull them- 
[elves from thar Sphere where the divine Wiſdom 
nejfBath placed chem. No ſure, ſtubborneſs is the 
is} mark only of a great ſtomac,not of a great mind 
 fÞ86d the cruelty of a coward may as well denomi- 
$a{yate him yaliant, as the ungovernableneſs of 4 
txwoman can ſpeak her generous, Nh) 
ar} 14. IN this I preſume 1 ſpeak the commort 
k#Ffenſe of all, for what value ſoever they put upon 
utfthemſelves, nothing renders themleſs acceptable 
lw]to others ; an imperious woman being a plague 
m'}to her relatives, and a diriſfion to ſtrangers, 
enFyea and a torment to her ſelf, Every the leaſt 
*Feontradiftion ( which a meek perſon would paſs 
Foyer inſenſibly ) infliming ſach an unruly tem- 
d Fþer , atid crattfpreing her to ſach extravagan” 
Wts,as often produce very miſchievous effects. On 
nex the other ſide, if ſhe be humor'd and complied 
el 6. th, that ſerves only to make her more infſolerit 
VEE and intoletable ; makes her hamors gtow to ſuch 
Ts 7 height, that the knows not hetſ=1E? what would 
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ve pleate her, and yer expects that others ſhould 4 
Wo] Pthar to ſuch a one, we ina apply what Hanz:- 


al ſaid of Marcellus, that if he were vanquiſhed, 


" | never gave reft to —— nor if he were victo- 
ious 


" 42 THE LADIES CALLING. . Paz 
' rious, to others, Certainly the uncaſineſs of. 
- perverſe ſpirit is ſo great, that could ſuch-comiſeo 
ut to compare jt wi the calm and happy ſereni# 
ty of Mcekneſs. and Obedience, there would ner 
.no other Le&ure to commend them to thaſ® 
eſteem or practice. 4% 
15, THe laſt branch of Meekneſs is that @# 
. Aﬀections, and conſiſts in reducing the paſſionſi&; 
. to a temper and calmneſs, not ſuffering them tj: 
make uproars within to diſturb ones ſelf, na 
_ without to the diſquicting of others, and to thi , 
regulation Meekneſs is generally ſubſervient. Yet 
becauſe the correfting of ſom particular paſſionſ9- 
are more immediatly aſſignable to other vertuesg.; 
I ſhall infiſt only upon that, on which this has ÞÞ 
. more direct and peculiar influence, I mean Anger fo 
a two-edged paſhon, which whilſt it deals its blow 
without, wounds yet more fatally within, ThefY 
commotion and vexation which an angry man} 
feels, is far more painful then any thing he canf® 


"ordinarily inflict upon another : herein juſtifys 

ing the Epither uſually given to Anger, that it is a4 
ſhort aber 19 tor who that were in his tight{® 
wits, would incur a greater miſchief to do a lent 
Itis indeed ſo great a diſtemper ofthe mind, tha 
he that is poſleſt with it is incompetent for anyſſ# 
ſober undertaking, and ſhould as-much be ſuſpens® 
ded from aQting, as one in a Phrenſy or Lunacye F 
This was the judgment and praQtice too of Plato 


ſelf grow angry, ſtopt his correction ; a friend t 
vq coming 


who going to chaſtiſ: a ſervant, and finding hime 
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Coming in and asking what he was doing, poi 
p, replies he, 4 axgry man, as thinking himſelf 
inf to diſcipline another, till he had ſubdued his 
paſſion, Another time his (lave having offen- 
, im, I would beat thee, ſaies he, but that I am 
pry. It were endleſs indeed to recite the black 
f Epithets given by all Moraliſts to. this vice, It. 
| ſhall ſuffice to take the ſuffrage of the wiſeſt of 
na@en, one that had acquainted himſelf to kyow mad- 
-hi ; ard folly, Eccl, 1. 17. and we find it his ſen- 
Yaſtence, that anger reſts in the boſom of fools,Eccl. 
on 11 7 + Ile 
es 7 16, AND what: 1s thus univerſally unbecoin- 
ng to human nature, cannot ſure be leſs indecent; 
I: the - gentler Sex: 'tis rather more. ſp, eve- 
y thing contraRing ſo much more of deformity, 
) by how much it receeds. from its proper kind. 
po nature hath befriended women with a more 
af 0! and temperat conſtication, put leſs of fire 
gd conſequently of choler, in their compoſitions; 
| Y | 0 {bar their heats of that kind are adventitious 
| fo arares rais'd often by fancy or pride, 
both look more unhandſoraly , and have 
IK of pretence to veil and cover them. Beſides 
yomner! have a native feebleneſs, unable to back 
and aſſert cheir angers with any effeftiye force, 
hich may admonith them *twas never intended 
&y ſhall let looſe to that paſſion, which nature 
th Þ £6ins by that very unability to have interdiQted 
" them, Bur when they do it, they render them- - 
3 bs yes at once deſpiſed andabhorr'd ; nothing 
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being 
kent rage. W 
' 17, BU T as the moſt feeble Inſet may ſomaſ<, 
times diſturb, tho not much hurt us; ſo there is 
one Feminine weapon, which as 'tis alwaies ready 1 
ſo proves often troybleſoin, 1 mean the Tongue 

which,tho in its loudeſt clamors can naturally inyz 
vade nothing but the Ear, yet even that is a moth 
leſtation, 'The barking of a deg, tho we are ſecurgh® 
he cannot hite,' is a grating unpleaſant ſound gra: 
and while Women ſeek that way to vent theigha 
rage, they ate but a ſort of ſpeaking brutes, anda 
ſhould confider whether that do not refle& morelas 
Conterat upon themſelves, than their moſt vio 
rulent Reproches can fix upon others, '' * It 
* 18, BuT ſomethings have had theluck to acaÞte 

ire a formidableneſs no body knows how, and 


| Þ: 


 fure there js no greater inſtance of it, then in thigh] p 
caſe. Aclamorous woman is lookt on, tho nolifþp 
with reverence, yet with much dread, and we ofsÞy 
ten find things don to prevent or appeaſe ht if 
ſtorms, which would be denied to the calm and ra 
tional defires of a meeker perſon, And perhapih 
{ach ſucceſſes have not bin a little acceſſory to thaſi 
fomenting the humor , yet ſure it gives them lit 
tle cauſe of triumph, when they conſider how: 

zdious if makes them, how unfie (yea intolerable} 

Br human' ſociety. ; let them take the verdict oft 
Solomon who declares it better to dwell Prov.2.5+24e 

2 a corner of a houſe top, then with 4 brawling wi 

#61 kn 4 wide. houſe, Nor dogs the ſon of Sire 
M.-C Peony WH 5 Lo WER IRC Ui _ il * 
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CT. V. | Of Mine. ©; oh "As: 

ak leſs ſharply tho mgre ironically; RT] 18, if 
Loud ns 4nd 4 ſe EE [be fought out 

” þ drive away # clin ,Andt he ta the Fem emni-. 

is: yices mpartially enough , yet this 5 is ſcarce 

yany of them which he mpre often and more, ſe-. 

eperely brands then this of unquictneſs, I Ems . 

neftwasa thing genera ly lookt on,as very -. 

S | ble; as appears by Socrates,yho when he delign'd to 

Gſcipline himſelf to perfect patience. ax | tole-. 

tance,kney no NN LA of exerciſe, than to get. 

poteey to Link wi Hrian excellence thatmay perhaps. 

ad} end a woman, when we fall ro an 

relage -of Ph pefOpngs ; butat perſens twill Ty: 

viel for any of our Xantippes to fing Sporates ; and 

{therefore that quality is as deſtructive to their in» 

ac ; tereſts in gecting husbands, 2s it is tothe hul- 

ndf þands quiet when he is got.But I preſume Ineed 

If vor declame farther againſtthis faule.which Iſup- 

of] poſe cannor be frequent among: f | 

of: (I to whom this trad is intende 


4 it, 2 Jet poighly civi ility and A gent; 
pdhath : 2 ſcold bei a creature to 
oe Ty in Stalls and \ 

by | "< airy. 


Wo) TA 
of tub rac that JekeS brig upon os accounts. 
k | ho might demand. | 
19» AND. to ſuch I ſhould recommend the u- 


: FS? mejnad of of Phylic, which i is to cure by Reval. 
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fon, let hat. ſharp humor, which ſo habituallyJy: 
flows to the i eb , be taught a little to recolle 

and work inward ; and inſtead of” reviling others 

difcipline *4nd* corre themſelves : let them up 
braid theit owri madneſs, that ro gratifie an in; 
potent, nay a moſt painflil paſſion, have degeneÞ'w 
rated from what their nature, their qualities, theitfe 
tow? deſizn'd thetn; And if they can thu 
reverſe- their 'diſpleſures, *twill not only ſecurd 
others from allthetr indecent aſſaults, but it will 
at laſt extifi uiſh them : for anger is corrolive, 
and iFir be Kept only to” feed 'upon, it (elf, rauſk 
be'its own devgurer; if it Be permitted to ferch 
no forrage from withour) x nor to nuriſh it ſelf} 
with'fi & Ho and ſyrmiſes of others, nor to 
make me allies at the E tongue, it Cannot long | 


ol fo 


And: bin m_ they will herein conſult} 
thei: Mr oy their reputation too, they may! 
be taught by Sofomon, who makes it the diſtintivg]. 
| fi fs fooliſh worn to be clamorous, Prov. 9. 1 3; | 
ereas when he gives the charaQeer ofhis ExyÞ* 
Mlent woman, he links Wiſdom' and Gentle}: 
23 - ether;jb: openeth her mouth with wiſdom I 4 
r tongue 13 the law of kindneſs, Prov. 31.2 6, | 

wes verdi& may be admitted (as ſure it ought, 
whether we conf der his wiſdom, or ' dear-boughtY 
experience in women) it will corifute the com<l} 
mon plea of querulous ſpirits, who think to ſeertt Þ © 
e of any the leaſt provocation, is to a 
peak Wy and'ſtupid ; tho truly if it: were ad 


twoul 
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, would be fall as Cligibleas to appear mad and 
lySraving, as they commonly do inthe tranſport of 
eFtheir fury, - <.- 

SF 21. Toconclude,» Meckneſs is ſo amiable, fo 
indearing a quality, and fo peculiarly embeliſh. 
xg to women, that did they but all conſider ir 

td half the attention they do their more trivial 

exterior ornaments, . *twould certainly be taken 
up as the univerſal mode, in all th& er varia- 

6 jons of it this Section has preſented. 
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'Of Canpoſſion 


T. { NF near Afenity to the Vertu of Meek 
CF nels, is that of Mercy and Compaſſionzi 
which ttideet can ſcarce thrive in any place whet&Þp 
the former hath not prepared the ſoil : Anger 
and Obſtinacy being like that rough Eaſt-wind 
which brought the Egyptian Locuſts,Exed. 10.1 3,4 
to cat upevery green thing in the Land, A mind 
harraſſed with irs own impatiency, is not at leſursÞ4 
to obſerve, muchleſs ro condole the calamities of. 
others. Butasa calm and clear day befriends us [yi 
with a more diſtin& Proſpett of diſtant Objects $|b: 
ſo when all is quiet and ſerene within us, we can [fi 
then look about us, and difcern what exigencies | w 
of others invite our pitty. : if 
2. I need not ſay much to raiſe an eſtimate of 
this Vertu, ſince *tis ſo eſſential to our Naturezſ} 
ſo interwoven in the compoſition of Humanityzt 
that we find in Scripture phraſe, Compaſſton is get 
nerally ſeated in the moſt inward ſenſible part off 
our frame,the bowels, ſo Col. .3. 12, Put on theres 
fore bowels of mercy ; and Phil, 2, 1. Bowels and 
mercies, So that a cruel ruthleſs perſon unmaris x 
himſelf; and is by the common vote of mankind 
to be liſted among brutes ; nay not among theÞ 
better, but only the more hateful, noxious ſort of Þp 
them; EE LES: | 3. But 


49 
*Þ. 3+, BUT this is,yet-more unnatural in the female 
'FScx,. which being of ſofter, mold, is more pliant 
422d yielding to the- impreſſions of. pitty,. and by 
the ftrength of fancy, zedoubles the horrgr of any 
Had object; yea fo remarkable is this tenderneſs, 
"Fthat God, when he would moſt magnify his own 
kieompaſſion, illuſtrates it by thatot Women, as 
i; {the higheſt; human inſtance, Indeed ſuch a prq* 
t&Ipcnlion have women to cominiſeration, that they 
erÞae uſually taxed with,an excels init, ſo thatany 
id [imprudent lenity is Proverbially called, A Was 
3. [paniſh Pitty, andtherefore it may be rronge an 
nd Fimpertinence to exhort them to that whic FAY 
refan ſcarce avoid, But to this I anſwer 1, firſt thaf 
of Fan this degenerous age, 'tis no news to ſee pepp 
us Fyiolate their inſtin&s, - as well as their duties, an 
s $ be worſe then their nature inclines them, many 
art | fins being committed even, againſt the grain, an 
es | with violence to conſtitution, | | 
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"Frinerals with theit mercenary ſorrowbut had ol if 
| ccern in that loſs they: werptatos + 
is therefore # more aRive ſort of Compathgi 
5 which I would invite them ; and'yet for met 

Fake, I ſhall confider it under theo” diſtin Ficadd 

Oivin and Forgiving, - 
* F. BY Giving, in this place, I meant not «4 py 
hat kberality, ( tho that prudently bounded 

it Excellence hell becoming Perſons of Fortune 

Viit/only ſach a Giving as terminates upon the} 

*etdy; andis applicd to ſuccor their ws | 

To' give to thoſe from whom they may expe r& 

tnitns, may be-: aA deſigh, but at the beſt can be þ it al! 
erofity and frankneſs of humor. - '*Tis-otilh s | 

wy mercy (as Chriſt Himſelf has defined ity © 
$ 


when it is to thoſe from whom they can hope " 
wothing agatn. 
"I, F N Din this Vertu women have in fort 
Ages eminently excelled, yea ſo eftential was i 
that we find - Solomon thought not their charalie 
compleat without it, but numbers ic among 
properties of his Vertuous Woman, Prov. 31, 20 
She ftretcheth forth her hand to the poor, and reach 
eth her hand to the needy, And it is a little obſer | 
vable, that after he has deſcribed her Induftry at v 
Diligence for the acquiring-of Welth, this is ſes F 
| 
C 


If 
x 
q 
'f 
in the front of her diſburſmexirs; as the- principal 

uſe the made of it ; and precedes her provide 8 Y 4 
Scarlet for her Houſhold;or fine Linnen and Pas '1 
lefor her ſelf,v.21,22. Theappheation is very 


obblous, and admoniſhes all «that -own-the Tis 
Tit 


————_— 
join, tt, -* - ' | Of Compuſſar. 51; 
e of Vertuous Women, toiprefer the neceſſi-: 
_ ethers befare their own ſuperfluities and. 
F licacies. Nay, if they look farther, and -eon- 
tides who it is-that is perſonaced/in the poor;- that 
egs in every needy diftreſt ſuppliant, and chat 
ll finally own every a& of mercy as dan to him- 
$f t-methinks they ſhould fomtimes think fit to: 
vl Gacrifice even their moſt moderate ,cnjoymenss to 
| their charity ; be aſhamed to ſerve. itherſelyss: be- 
mp Savior, or let him fand naked ang, .hun- 
Me they are ſolacing with that which would 
SW | ms 

: * 17 BUT how then hal they apſoce it, whe ſaf- 
t himto be ſupplanted; not by-$heir needs, but: 
| pr z whd bave ſa:devoted:, their hearts. and 
” | Lvojk to/yanity and-luxary; that they hayenej- 
r will nor /powes toſuccarthewants of others? 
w.4nzqual' and -diſproportionate is it ; (hab 

"thoſe who. ſtudy-tofling away mary. upon, thepa 
| ves, cannot be tenated by 2ny,opportunity and 
tre(fs, to drop an-alms to. the ;poet 5 What a 
"propoſterous light ivit to ſee a Lady, whoſe gay 
' \ ow gives: her: the. glittering; of rhe Syn; yer 
BY going of it3--other propertics., never to 


_ 


*oheer [any drooping, languiſhing -creature by. her 
- Mlyence 7. 'Tis the counſel of the-ſon of Strach; 
* Beto giv/t the poo. avy eccaſin t51rſe thee, Ecclus: 
45. But ſure ſomeperſons-do it, if the 'poar -hap+ 
born not to have mote Charity; then they .cxem- 

tothem.. For when <6- ſhall find ach hard 
res woe: ſuch ſoft "5: Witich ice them beſtox 
| 2 0 
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ſo much upon-the decking their own ' bodies, tid 
do nothing towards the neceffary ſupport offi 
theirs 3 *tis a ſhrewd: trial of - their Meckn a 
Poverty is apt of it ſelf to! imbirter the: ſpirit] 
ind needs not ſuch an additiorial temtation «i - © 
©» 8, NAY farther, when a poor ſtarving wretdl 
hall look upon'one of theſe gay creaturcs,and Te 
that any one of the baubles; the looſeſt append 
dage of her dreſs ; a fan, a*busk; -pethaps:x black & 
#tch, bears ai price that would warm His entyln 
bowels 3 will.-he-not. bave' ſharp: incitations noe 
only to execrate ber pride, and his own-:povertyg' 4 
but cofifequenti.es tepine at; che 'vneq ual diſtri 
butiogrof Providerice,& add fints.hismiſery:e Thilh 
d<viat' therefore? of 'an alms' may 'be'/ a- doubla]s' 
eruchy; - to'''the::ſoul as wel tas to the bodydl} x 
FisTaid of Xemoerares, that chaſed [Bird Ayingl}y 
to his boſom, he reſcued it with muck! ſarisfaRionz 
ſaying, He had not betraid a fuppliane 5 but” chit 
Is in that caſeeverſt, und in higher inſtancegſ} p 
for whit can be more the betraying of a ſapplianyſſ» 
then inſtead of ſupylying his wants, to rob: him 
his inhocence, and be his ſnare? in licu of bis" xe 
tiget This'is a conſideration 1 wiſh more deep 
mpreſt apon the Women'of this'Age ; and truly 
\ti” their concetn - it ſhould beſot for ſince at thi 
laſt day the inqueſt ſhall: be fo. 'particular-,wponfſii 
his very thing, 'tis but neceſſarythey ſhould -texelſ*%e 
zmin how they ars fitted to paſs thatteſt, -: i 1 «1 y 
49% LET thein therefore keep * Preparatl 
widiowithin thar gwa breſt, tefle& upon the ew] + 
BEN IERLA TR re 4 pences F 


"Fy « 


7 
_ 
. 


—— 


eg 5:78 "of Cmpain.” IVE 5F 


ices of their vanity, what the delicacy of their 
6d,what the riohneſs & variety of their clothes, 
ol what themieer hypocriſfies of their dreſs, in/ 
-hair,and complexion has coſt them to which' 
may alſo-add the charge of their yeo—ecocg 

pd divertiſements, rhoſe coſtly arts of cha 
way thartime, which they will one day wi Jo! 
fecal : let ther I ſay compute all this," and 'then- 
onfront-to it the account of their - charity, and T 
= feat the latter will 'with many- of them-bei 
— cavenkirg as undiſcernable, as Socrates foiind) 
Mlcibiades sLands inthe Map of the whole World, 
xe ſo-perfeRtly overwhelm'd , that-ic will appear 
ttle in theirown ſight;- [and nothing/in Gods," + 
30, Foxif the wang Widows mite: acquired 
yd i val mcerly from her-poverty, that ſhe” had ns 
Wore ;-by the rule of contraries wemay conclude 
my} how Jef) Sicahle the ſcanty oblations- of ' the rich 
Ware in God? s account.” If even'theit liberality who 
1 $ave much;” was outviedby a farthing, Mar/1; 
| + Lx,-to-what point of dimioution muſt their nig7- 
0 purdly offerings, - who give little,''be- reduced? 
eſpecially when they ſhall be compared withrthe 
<—_— and-<dfily Gerifices they make to Pride 
lod Luxury; nay, Iwithſome were n6t guilty of 
hg er ware than'the diſproportion, even the toral oniſ- 
mw How of chaziby,thatih a-multitude of Tailors bills 
- bh nnot produce the'account -of one Garment for 
ou poore? that amidſt the delicacies of their own 
2 jet (nay. perhaps of--their dogs tco) never or- 
= me Combeli asthecrumbs oftheir Table to any 
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hungry Learns. But let all ſach aid 
there will come a time, when one of Take 
coats, As 9.39. will be of moxe valu thang 
their richeſt Wardrobes, tho they 'could. nu 
her Gowns: with Lucullus's Claaks, which 
Roman Story reports to be 5900, and that whey 
theix luxurious fare ſhall only feaſk the worm 
and render them paſhye in that Epicursſm . they- 
4Recd. before, they Fill with they had made tha 
bellies of the poor the Refeitory, and by, feedin 
them, nuriſhed themſclves-to- immorcality,.: 3 
"x1, Ls T this I ſay: he {erioufly remember! 
now, leſt hereafter they fall under they-Same exif 
probrating remembrance with the rich aan in hell f 
Goſpel, Luke 16, 2.5. Remember that rbos in thilf 
bfe time. receivedft thy good things, - and. 1.azarughe 
that which was evil put wow hr 15 comforted, aud thy \þ 
#rf tormented: A Text which St,' Gregory profelle 
was ever ſounding i in his cars, td tho took © 
with ſuſpicion- and dread. upon that Brangeuy. i 
hew was advyanced.as icaring it might be dorh}- 
Ty to wo, chelſſive 
_ ant tango 
"ho ==] by 
em w—_ entire -portion vaplicitly dil 
ye rg the;hatures For to:that noneli 
maſt pectend, who receive their tranktory goodai 
under .any.other notion, than thatgf a __ | 


or Fator: as we may ſee-ig the Parable of the T G 
lents, - whese thoſe that had the reward of the fivelle 
and tcn Cities were nok fuch as hag conſured JL: 1 i 


£ 


ere UII. © "DF Compayrs, i IF 
keir Talenrs upon their own riot and exceſſes, 
Mbatſuch as hadindaſtrioufly emploie#them accor- 
Sing to the of their Lord : and if it there fx- 
ed fo ill with the meer unprofitableſervant, who 
had horded up his Talent, what ſhatl become of 
thoſe, who ſquander away theirs, and cangive n6 
gccount either of uſe or principle ? x 
$12. WERE theſe Conſiderations duly laid ts 
heart, we might hope to ſee fome of the pany 

gl eive charity revive, when women of: the higheſt 
A zank converted their ornaments and coſtly decks 
"Wings into: clothing for the poor, and thought n6 
all 1c _ fo deſirable, fo honorable 'as a train of 
Alms-folks : but I fpeak improperly;whenT make 
bythe poor their attendants, for indeed they rather 
ugh attended the poor, did not only otder the ſupply 
mv cheir wants, 'but were themſelves their mink 
$f] ters; waited about their ſick beds; dreſt theirmoſt 
akSloathſom ulcers, and deſcended to all the moſt ſer- 

af vi > -offices:about them, 

2-1 3; BuT theſe wete fuch heights, ſuchtranf- 
alfkendenciesvf mercy, as required: a deeper foun- 
ation of humility then will now be -often met 
vawith :- yet tet me take the occafion to ſay, —. 
iSmay be a manazery of a charity to'act ( as 
nay! rda een perfontly init.” For belides that 
ie itprevents ſome abuſes and frauds, which depu- 
ited agents may fomtimes betemted too, they piy 

of Goda double tribute in it, of their perſons as we 
a & their fortunes z-nexr they bring themfſehyesints 
Sequaintance with the-poor, an&by that —_— 
. \2__- | COrret 
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correct thoſe contemrs and inice difdains, . Win | 
their own 'proſperity is roo apt to:create; farthelf 
| yet, they excite their own-compaſſion, which bly 
' ing a-motion of the ſenſitive part of -the mind 
cannot be; ſtirr'd. fo effeually by any thing,as bill 
the preſence. of the -obje& ;- the moſt - patheth 
tragical deſcription of a diſtreſs, being not ably 
to affet us half ſo much as one dere oil £ 
tion. - - Laſtly. tis an apt means to increaſe theifp 
thankfulnefs to Almighty God, whoſe bounty: 
themſelves muſt needs make. a deeper. impreffionÞ gi 
when tis compared with the neceſſitous-condifa 
tion of others : for things are beſt Yluſtrated bye 
their coutraries, and 'tis too obſervable in olifia 
depraved nature, that we valu not things by theif” 
real -poſitive' worth, but comparatively as 1 


excel - others*; nor ever make a_ eſtimate 


 whar we- enjoy, till' our own or others wants inlfſ-h 
14.: Ue o N all theſe conſiderations it may bYf®) 
a very beroming uſcful circumſtance in any” chats 
ritable miniſtery to be themſelves the actors:; an 
to that end 'twillbe a very commendable. induſtr 
to.qualifie themſelves to be- helpful to the poort 
as manyinſtances as they can; not only open 
their purſes, bur diſpenſatories , too, ;providiii®* 
medicines for ſuch as either by: diſeaſe; or cafud{®- 
ty want that ſort of relief. 4 charity which I dou 
' not is praRiiſed: by many, and I wiſhit were bW'® 
more; that.our nicer Dames who ſtydy-only Cal 
meties fu theraſelves,would'change the $cene, audſ* - 
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Wer. 1 Of compaſſion.” 5p 
| 1 PET ot repairidg: or idiſguilingthair. own come 
plexions, ſtudy the: reftauration of abeir decrepir 
watientsdimbs. And-futc"tho ir.be pen oak 
blc, 'tisamuch better Ggbr, tolceaLadyd 
ſpp are, then, painting ber taceiand the. ill ca 
much ifweerer ſavor in Gods noſtrils, 10 ih the 
WW fncll of unguents and balſoms, rbea with the maſt 
Wide odors and pertumcs. . Fer fine. gd 
grotciles. a 1. that thar yery gyms 41 
ff ucfignid asa partot his worthip, PA ap 
al zior 70.172, becauſe. not accompanied with rh 
i atsof Mercy, we cannorthink be wdlbener ke 
pf choſe, which haveno:higheraim res 
2 ad ſcoſualiry. | aun 7317 
ey.” 15- Bur beſides this part of mexay 4B. ginings 
abere is another, that. at fargiwing;:iwhichaay 
happen to. be of a larger extent. zhenabeormer!: 
in forwhoreasrhat was contind to the4ioor, .thishhas 
$0 fuch limirs, bur as-ir is poſſible xp þeinjpred 
pm: of all ranks, io abis paxdoning mErGy 
510 ocach equally. wieh chat poſhbility. 1d bjs7is 
xr part of ;Charity hich we :peculany gall 
a 2mancy; a Vierru; which. nat only Qhriflagnity 
Morality cecommends. bc Ancient 3omsns 
c Micinfuch #eneratien, that they;mamaber'd qe 
ptohly among Vereves hur Deitjes,! andibuilogt 
a emple:' | and chey.wiereilomw hat tawardlsthe 
tigir ifirefariraras, MiteceGad; Q-{0; amMIncnt 
mu artribure of his, char Rs. ako 
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—76. Tnzxe ate many Heroic a&s of this kits < 
to be mer with among the vertruous Heathens. Ly 
curyus not only forgave Alcander who had ſtruckiify 
ont his eye, -but enrertain'd him in his houſe, an 
by his gentle admonitions reclaim'd him from hi 
fortner viciouslife. _-r;#4cs being after lignal ſet 
vices and without crime, unjuſtly baniſhed by ll 
Citizens, was ſo far from ating or imprecaring ſig 
rome that ar his departure. from Arhens bgliry 
olemnly prated the Gods, thar they might neva}; 
by any trouble or diſtreſs be forced to recal hin 
So Photion' being unjuftly condemned, let it as 
ſolemn charge” to his wn Phocas, that he ſhoul'e 
neycr revenge his death. A multitude of che likeet 
—_— might be produced, but we need na 
nn ent hr —_ their faint Tapers, when 
:have'the Sen beams, Imeanthe Sun of rightcoub Hl r 
= 'our blefſed Savior, who as hehas recommeny| 
:ded'this 5 2 by his. precepr, ſo-he has ſignal 
exemplified it ro us in his praRice 3 the w hole daff 
-fign of his deſcent ro cantly being only-ro ref 
- his enemies from deftruQion, . and as every pj 
"of his lite, ſo the laſt Scene!of i was parzicula 
- adapted to-this end, .and his expiring.breathv is 
pended in mediating for his /crucifiers; \father fi 
give them, Luk. 23. 34.: And this copy ofhisy 
"tranſcribed by his brit followers, the Primit 
Chriſtians intheir ſevereſt Marryrdoms praying| 
their perſecutors. .  ': Ti 
17. THus arewein the Apoſtles phraſe aa 00" t 
+ wo about with 4 _ of witneſſes, Heb. 12. t 


| z..1II. 17 of. aſſion. PI Fi 59: 
For cmincnt cxamples, which ought to have a far-/ 
WFgiblcinfluenceupon all, bur methinks ſhould nor. 
WE fail co have ir on that Sex, whoſe native render<; 
keſs prediſpoſes them to the Verty, ' and who need. 
ſwim with the ſtream of their own inclina- 

ions. How canwe think thattheir melting eyes. 
ſhould ever ſparkle fire, or delight in ſpeRacles 

ei of cruciry, that their flexible render hearts ſhould 
aura inco Steel or Adamant, be uncapable of all. 

7e Impreſſions of ' pitty > Yet God knows ſuch 
mf changes have too oftenbjn ſeen; wamen have not 
Wonly put off that ſoftneſs peculiar to them, but 

We the common inſtin&s of humanity, and have cx-: 
ikkeceded nor only ſfayage men, butbeaſtsin cruelty. 
M*Therc have bin coq frequent inſtances of the im- 
$-placable malice, and inſatiable cruelties of. wo-: 
uf men:I necd nor call in the aid of Poetique fition, 
<{ andtell them of Clremneſtrs, Hedes, or the Be- 
W-bdes, 'with hundreds of others, celchratcd as in- 
QF tances of Heroic wickedneſs. Thereare examples 
i cnoughin more authentic Stories, I he Roman Tut- 
ke, the Perſia Pary/atis; and that we may nor 
altpaſs by the ſacred Annals, Jezebel, and 4rhalia.. I 
'cFNorbear ro multiply examples of this kind,of which 
0 -: = have produced ſome ſo. eminent, as have 
wirender'dit a common obſcryation, thar no cruelty 
unexcceds that of an exaſperated woman: and iris not 
pg much robe wonder'd at, ſince nothing canbe ſo 
3] ill in irs priſtine ſtate as thar which degenerates 
"FJ" from a berter. No enmity we know ſo bitter, as 
- FT thatof alienated friends; no ſuch: perſecution as 
i. H 2 that 
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rtiat'of -poſtats, and proportionably-110 iugh i6 
rity as thar of a perverted mildnefs. So thar th 
Pocrs were tot much out; who asthey reprelernirel 
rhe'Grates witfder the figures'of women, lo e1z65 
the Furiesr66: And fince eisintheit cletion whic 
patt they &y wHll a, _ they ought to be yery jcal6ut 
owe? thery{eties.., The dectingrions to any __ 
#tal, ſ#A&cinies ar fitſt [(carcediſcernable; 
Bably th&-2feateſt conkers of crucley, _ t 
M the degli have dereſtcd thoſs inhumianifid 
wifich afr8eFiltYs rhey ated with greeditiels. 


"148, FF 'Conitettis them therefore row ard tholl 
filings whoſe cnd may be fo fatal, - She thab 
is quick-m apprehending an affront perhaps wi 
notbd{o quitk in diſmiſſing char apprehenſion;and 
if tbe petthitxed co ſay, 'rwill quickly Improve 


rvetitylicels citeumſtances ſhall be ſuborn'd to fod 
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pen wor with 92w ſuſpitions, cill at laſt it prow toll 


trel; fe6m thence t& hatred, from char tof 
alles andffvm chat ro revenge: and-whentt 
ble? ptMotthas overipread the mind, like att Eu 


ory 19evieet Ir adtmics 110. gleam of reaſon ot i 


fv, bite hufties ther blindfold ed theit own 
rufne <> rn 4s wall ds 0:hers, -* 
j9. LE t:n6ne think this only a fabay & of 
ſem of Diſ@ogrſe : therehaye bin th many tf! 
gical experinientsof irs truth. How many men hayd 
bir morally erigaged uporv no: weightier originaly 
ther the. fploey- of 4 woman'? the frantic notions 


of honor 6.96 og" Duelliſts fitly corre 


Yenge 


Vitl+ the as fraritie iepulenef ferhinine j 
an 


Stor. HI. þ | I It a 
6 and any imaginary injury (or perhaps bur juſtice. * 
$ poration) to the Lady, obliging hee Gallanr xo 
69 raſh upon rhe moſt real ſin and danger. &A mad. 
neſs ſonxching beyond chat which the Romarices 
wy delctibe of Knight Ercanery; for chat generally bs 
for the relict of diftrefled Pamfels, bur this is 
& only ro humor the too: proſperous ones, the info. 
4h fenic and che proud. Thoſe therefore chathave ob- 
8 ſerved the common occaſions of Ducls, have nat 
eepnbcly divided chem berween Wine and Wotnen; 
Wit being hard to ſay which is the moſt intoxicating 
{v7 and beſotring. The Son of Sirach couples rhem 
ary together, Zccleſ. 19. 2. Yrine aud Yhomen will make 
I wer of under/tending fall away. The many mo- 
aF dern examples of this miſchief, as ir ſhould ſtrike 
vi an extreme terror into thole Wornen who have 
odF bin any way acceſlary tothe death, or bur danger 
Þ of any man; ſo & is juſt matter of cautionro all, 
vw fo ro regulate their Paſhons, thatrhey never come 
6F within diſtance of implacability; for if once they 
artivc there, rhetmſclves can giveno ſtop. 

+ 20. In order to this, *twill be well ro conſi- 
py d-r at the firſtinciracion, whar the real groundis; 
Whcrhaps ſometimes they are angry (as rhe Galati- 
WF atis were at St. Panl, Gal. 4. 16.) at thoſe that tell 

wil them the zruch; for ſcandalous, or at leaſt {uſpi- 
vl cious betravior, may have engaged a friend ro ad- 
i motif theres (an office thar has ſornetimmes proved 
il yery fatal; thoſe commonly that have moſt guile 
&Y having lcf& patience to hear ofir.) And it this 
6; Þf be the calc, 'tis che greareſt injuſtice inthe world 


to 
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to-make that a; quatrel which is really an obliga-# 2 
tion: and therefore inſtead of maligning their 
Monitor, they ought tothank and reverence him. 
Nay, tho the accuſation be nor with that candid} b 
deſign, bur- be meant as a reproch; yer ifitr be © 
true, it {ſhould not excite anger at their accuſersF 
butremorlſe, and reformationin themſelves. | 
21, IT was the ſaying of a Wiſe man, thatheF 
profited more by his enemies then his friends$F v 
becauſe they would tell him more roundly of his 
faults : and this is excellently improved by Pludſ 1 
tarch, in his Trat, Of the benefirs to be reap'd} 
from Enemies: ſo that eyena malicious accuſa-Þ 
tion may be a kindneſs, and conſequently ought 
not to be repaid with an injury. Bur ſuppoſe FF t 
in the laſt place, that the aſperfion be not only! 
unkind, butuntru, it will not even then be ſafer 
lerloolero their indignation : finft, inreſpeR of 
Pcudence, an angry vindication-ſerving the desÞſþ 
fign ofthe enemy, and helping to ſpread the cas} | 
lumny; whereas a wile neglet and diflemblingF-; 
does often ſtifle and ſuppreſs ir. Secondly, inf} | 
reſpect of duty, for all that qwn themſelves Chrizh : 
ſtians, muſt confeſs they are under an obligation} 
to forgive, and not to revenge. Now ifthey insÞ+ 
rend to pay a-real obedience ta this Precepr, *rwilllÞ . 
be the more caſte, the ſooner they ſertoir. He rhatÞ} 
ſecs his houſe on fire, will nor dally with the flamgy ;. 
much leſs blow, 'or extendit, reſolvingeo quench}} + 
it at laſt, And anger is as little ro- be truſted) 
which if once throughly kindled, willſcarcecx; 
pire 


Seor. IT, of Compaſſion. oj 
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| 22. LET therefore the diſobligd nor: laok 
dF back upon the injury, bur forward to thoſe. miſ- 
4 thicfs: which roo ſharp a reſentment may betray 
$ themro: ler ther conſider, that the boiling of 

F their bloodrnay finally cauſe the effuſion of ano- 
eF thers, and-wrath may ſwell into murder. If they 
$ would dothus, and inſtcad of thoſe magnifying 
is} oprics wherein they view che wrong, make uſe of 

FT the other end of the perſpeive, ro diſcernthe 

[F diſmal event at diftince; ir would ſure fright 
a-# them fromany nearer approch, would keep them 
4 within thoſe bounds which their duty preſctibes 
F them; and thereby acquaint them with a much 

4 grearer, and more ingenious pleſure then their 
higheſt revenge.can give them: I mean that of 
forgiving injuries, and obliging the injurious. 

| bis is a pleſure fo pure andrefined, fo noble and 
+ heroic, that none bur rational natures are Ccapa- 
of ble of it ; whereas that of ſpight and revenge (if 
inf it can be called a plefure) is a meer beſtial one; 
ri} every the moſt contemtible animal can be angry 
al when'tis moleſted, andendevorto return the mif- 
nf] + chief. 
lf 23. IT ſhould therefore, methinks, be an caſy 
ar} determination, whether ro embrace that clemency 
&f . and compaſſion which we ſce exemplified in the 
Gilclt and beſt of men, nay in the Omnilſcient, 
dz; Immortal God, or that ſavage fierceneſs of the 
x | ignobleſt creatures. This is certain, thatno wo- 


man 
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man wouldbe contenttoaſlumerthe ourwardformps 
of any of thoſe; why then ſhould they ſubje@F: 
their noblcr part, theamind, to fuch azrarisformasy | 
tion? Por, as there are no monſters.fo.deformed;F.. 
2s thoſe which are compounded of manand bealzF* 
foamong chem all, nothing can be:mare unnatuee. 
ral, morc-odivus, thena waman-Tiger. 1 con”. 
dudeall withthe advice of Salomon, Prov. 17. 14.Þ - 
Tie beginning of ſtrife is as whees 10716 Letteth out Wael. 
ver: 'therefore leave off contention before tt be mealedy 
#76, When once a breach is made upon the (pi 
ripby immoderare anger, all rhe conſequent-mik 
ichiefs will fow in, like a rapid ftrcam when the: 
Sanks are broken down; nor isthere any way wy: 
(provent+it, bur by keeping the mounds entire}. 
reſerving that renderneſs and compaſſion whichy ; 
iGod and Nature do equally inforce and recom . 


mend. 
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SECT I V. 


of Afﬀability, 
ki -A N the next place we may reckon po 
JT 4 and Courtefie, whichas it is atniable in all, 
30 4 it is ſingularly ſo in women of Quality, and 
8 Mote univerſally neceflary in them 'thenin the 0- 


"ther Sex; for men have often charges and ent- 


Tx ploimcnts which do juſtify, nay perhaps require 
$1om whar of ſternneſs and auſterity; bur women 
FJ ordfnarily have few or no occaſions of ir, and 


"#F'thoſe who have well digeſted the former Le&ures 


oy | of Meeknels arid Compaſſion, will not be apt ro 


"IF pit ir on ttatcceffarily. Now Afﬀability may be 
' tonfidered either 4s a meer human Accomplith- 


, Fdbenc, of as a divine Verru ; in either notion 'ris 


commendable; but 'tis the latrer rhar gives irthe 

T higheſt Exccllenceand PerfeQion:. 
$ :. To begin witch the firſt notion of ir, we 
4F tay rake an eſtimate of its worth by its Caulc, 
and by its Effets. For its Cauſe, it derives it 
F'&elt either from a narive candor, and gencrofity 
MFeAmind; or from a noble and ingenious Fduca- 
F tion, -or fomching joynrly trom both; and'theſe 
74 ve as'good originals as any thing meerly ttioral 
1] ea flow'from. And thac theſeate indeedirs lotr. 
IF} £es, common experience will atteſt + thoſe of the 
4 Preateſt Minds,and beſt Ei, _— 
| mol 
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moſt condeſcending and 0: -liging; v v hereas tho 
of moſt abject Spirits and Firth, are the moſt ins 
ſulting and imperious. _eratoler the Great 
thoterriblein the field, yer was of a gentle, comy 
plaiſant converſation, tamiliatls treating thoſe as 
bout him: yer Criſpinus, Narciſſus, N-mphidink 
and other enfranchiſed bondmen, we find inſq 
lently trampling upon the Roman Senators ang 
Conſuls. ” Tis therefore a great error for Perſons 
of Honor, to think they acquire a reverence by 
.putring on a ſupercilious gravity, Jooking coth 
and difJainfully upon all abour them ; *cis ſo fat 
from-thar;' that it gives a (uſpicion rhat 'tis bur's 
pageantry of greatneſs, ſom muſhrome rt wh 
{prung up, thar ſtands fo {tift, aid fwellsſo much 
Bur inftcad of terching others ro keep their di 
ſtance, this faſtidious Uiſ {ain mvires them to 5 
cloſer inſpeRion, that if there be any flaw exthe 
in their lifc or birth, *cwill be ſure ro be diſcover 
cd, there being no fuch prying inquiſttor as 
riolity, when 'tis cgg'd on by a lcnſe of. col 
_ 
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. ON the other ſide, if we conſider the « Y | 
felts of Coutteſic, they are quite contrary 3 it 7 d 
dears to all, and often keeps up a Reputation 
ſpight of many blemiſhes: a kind look or wo 
from a Superior, is ſtrangely charming, and i 

ſenſibly ſteals away mens hearts fromthem. Thi 
the Wiſeman refers to Eccluf. 18. 16. when he pre 
fers a Word before a Gitt. And 'tis Plurarchi 
obſervation of Cleomenes King of Sparta, th 
whe 
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ole when the Grecians: compared his Aﬀability and 
ng eafinels of Accels with the (ullen ſtate and pride: 
49H of other Princes, they were ſo cnamored withar, 
# thar they judged himonly worthy to be a Kinz:And- 
* a as there is no certainer, fo allo no cheaper 'way of- 

j gaining love : a friendly falutation is as calic as a! 

| __ or reproch; and that kindneſs may bepte- 
fervedby them, which it once forfeited, willnge; 
J ar afar greater price be recoyered. SheofÞ 
” 4. BEs1DEs,when human viciſlitudes are cqn- 
fl fidered, ir may be a point of Providence t90 3: 
i' the greateſt Perſpns may ſomrimes wanraſliſtance: 
4 froin the - meaneſt;- nay -ſutntimes the. face of, 
vii affairs is quite changed, and the wheel. of For- 
clvf mane turns chem loweſt thar were uppermoſt, and 
cj proportionably elevates che meanelſt. * Tis, wit 
D if dom therefore {o rorreat all, as ro leave no:ms- 
het preſſions of unkindneſs, ſince none is ſo deſpica- 
'HI ble, but may poſlibly art one rime or ocher have 
yin opportunity to retaliate. ' I'was. therefore, a 

| _ as well as an equitable: reſolution: of the 

$ Emperor, who laid he would fo cntertainthead4 
FF  dreffes of his Subjefts3;: as, if. he were a Subject, 
"TJ he would wiſh che Prince ſhould encertain him. 
JA-rule very worthy to ſway all Perſons. of Ho- 
norintheir entetcourſe with others. - And' ſince 
even among Perfons' mv Command there arec:de- 
"*prees, and ſhe which is luperiorro one, is inferior 
"ro another 3 ' they have a ready: way co compare 
"rhe cwiliry they pay: with chat they expect:  ; Let 
therefore one who meets wirh 4 cold, ncgledful 
fe: I 2 1reat- 
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Frearment from an» aboye her, examin a hex own} 
relengncnts, and then refleR, rhac.it the giverhe of 
like ro thoſe below her, they will doubrlels, havy | 
che ame ſenſe; and therefore ler hes reſolve negllth 
ver to offer whas the ſo much diſlikes to bear -: ang Wi | 
ſhe that ducs thus, chat makes ſuch intescncesy| 
with converc an injury into a benefit ; civilize hee 
ſeit by the rudeneſs of others, and make <3 | 
nurture her ownidiſcipline.. | Yd | 
i5-- Bur bitherto we confider afabilicy only 
in'its cerhnic drels; as. it is a human ornaments 
'ewill appear yer more cnamoring upgn a ſecone 1 ; 
view, when welookon tas beatingthe inproſeol 
che Sandtuary, 2s a divine Vertu. Andthat it igh'@ 
dapable of being ſo, we have the autority. of Stu, h 
_ Plaml, who infertsit in the number of thoſe Chri-/] 
ſtian-Graces which he recommends to his Roman, 
geen ; condeſcend ta them of low eſtate, Rom, | 
- 16. and that we may the better diſcern its vas; Þ| of 
= is obſervable thar he links ir with the moſk'J ve 
_ eminene Veriu of Humilicy;. for i immediacly;ÞÞ 
foliowshis Precepc of be nor bigh miaded, ladeedl Ve 
is nor only: joined with. it as a Friend or Alley 1; 
burderived tromitas irs ftock and Principle; and''$1 
cetrainlya more divine extrachibn. it cannot bool Ai 
Hamilicy being the _{pha and Omees of Vercuetl b 
that which laicechefoundatonwithous whichihbe: 4* 
mol} rowring Strudture will bug. crwh ir-ſelt- wich y 
ts own weight) and that which penfects and.con»Þ| z 
ſammates che buildingalfo, ſecures and coowns all” | & 
brlizy Graces: w hicty whemthey are moſt verdant”Þf { 


and 
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and flouri arelike * RED ——— 
p ford ſome ſhadow and Pa £04. bi for awhile 
$F but are __y breed that worm which will deſtroy 
A hen, once they are ſmitten with Pride, 
+ Ge by inſtacicly fade and; wirhes; ſo ngcellary is hy- 
5 | wility _ for the acquiring and conlerying, all 

iq [ Jat is mus, 

Wy 6. WE may therefore concludeghat courteſia 
e and obligingneſs of- behavior. whigh proceeds 
i} hence; is in reſpet ot its ſpring and original, 
p | igfinicly ro be preterr'd heforethar which delcends 
4 { Fon no. higher ſtock then -naryral or prudential 
FF morives; and fince,'tis natural for eycry produ- 
SF Rion ro. have ſome. {imilitude to.thar which pro- 
ty} Wces-ir, we {ball find ic no leſs excellent in xe- 
bs} of its propertics then irs deſcear, I ſhall jn- 
3} tance only in two, Sincerity and Conſtancy, + + 

+ | 7. Fox the firſt as far as Aﬀability partakes 
Ln - of Humility ic muſt of Sinceriry. allo,.. thatbeing a 
(FJ ferru. whoſe very elements are plainneſs and ſim, 
Fl pliciry :/ for as. ithas no deſigns which want a co- 
I ver, fo jrneeds none of thole ſubrilties and ſimu- 
oY tions; thoſe pretences and arrifices requiſite to 
ole thardo. Tis. the precept of the Apoſtle, 
6 | m1 2.. 3. 1 lowlenefs of mind let each efteem others 
55 Þ berrer thew himſelf, where we ſec 'tis the nature 
Jo a lowly mind co transfer thar eſteem to others 
FF which be ſubſtrats from himſelf; now where ſach 
mn cſteem. is planted in the heart, it verifics- all 
the expreflions and outward fignifications of re- 
pet, and renders the greatelt  copdeſcentions 
| which 
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(which to artitſolent'hitmor mayſecm Gerravag 
and affedted) real 4nd unfeigned. is 
[2 On the tonttary that: -courtelie which del 
rivesnd highe#then fron! meer human principleg 
j#nior mbctttÞ be confidedin: - Tisthe Plalmiſts 
tfficrnation that all men ave. liars. And theretoref 
there is more then a poſihbility of dectit' in thei 
Hireft ſhew sSomtitiesWe Know [mooth and play- 
fible addreiles Have bin defighed as the ftale to 
vileandirechctots: .pradtices. The extraordinary 
phndiſhmenrs 8d endearing betiaviorof Al/olow 
to the people, 'whs only?ts j al their hearts,” and 
3dvance bis intended rebellion, -2 Sams.; 15. -an 
Dawid tells: us {of lore; 'who/e $31 i» ere /aftes 
zen butter,” having var in the 'heatt; Whoſe words] 
were fimvothiy- then ol; - and yet -nexe wery ſaords 
Pſal. 55:2 v 4nd'G8d knows ti:is age has not 1 | 
much improved: wn lincetity, thar we {hould Link 
the fanie. Scenes ate not dai] y ated Over —_ 
us.” 0 " 
'9. Bur' Pblides ditde blacker pre jects of chil 
Kin which tocthing but the event can dere, chers 
is xlowEr ſort ob tnis treachery, :whictiis viabley 
nay fo avgw edPrhar | ir is ohe of the moſt evimoll 
abject of ofirth and eftcrrainment,*I thean chat 
oF- (cotfing and derifion, a thing roo frequent 4 
tmong all ; but 1 fear F-may! ſay very peculiarly fo 
aimnng Ladies? thole at: leaſt-of-rhe thvdilh fort, 
their 'very elvilitics and carefſes, heing often ds 
ſigned ro gain'marter of ſcorn and laughter. Mu- 
ual viſits weknow are an expreſſion of relpeR, 
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Wor. 1V.. |! of Afabilily, IT 
and ſhould flow from a real kindneſs, burif thoſe 
4K no v-in ulebe lifred, how few will-be:found ofthat 
e:Fmake? They arc at the beſt formal, a tribure ra- 
F ther paid (o cyſtom then'fricudſhip, 'and many go 
#10 ſee thoſe, for whom they are pertettly indifte» 
{rent whether they find them alive or dead, ' well 
ie or lick. Nay very often they are worſe then thus, 
| delign'd only ro make obſeryarions, ro bolt our 
{>mtning ridiculuus wherewith' ro ſport them- 

| {clves as ſoon as they are gone; and leaſt the in- 

1 queſt (hould return with a #07 2nverntus, they wHl 
accept of the ſlighteſt diſcoveries, the leaſt miſ- 
placing of a word, nay of a hair ſhall be theme 

## cnougn tor a Comedy. | 

\. Io, Bur if a poor Country Gentlewoman fall 
within their circuit, what a {ſtock of mirth does 

{6 {he attord them, how curiouſly do they anatomiſe 
{every part of her drels, her meen, her dialect, nay 
;perhaps to improve the Sceve, will recommend 

1 yet grearer ablurdities ro her, under the notion of 
xhe mode, that ſo ſhe may be the more ample ſub- 

20 .jc&t of cheir ſcorn. Such viſits as theſe are butin- 

1 fidious jntruſions, the infinuations of a ſpy rather 
then the gocd office of a neighbor; and when 'tis 
© .rcmcmbred how great a porrioh of ſome womens 
{ime is ſpent in this kind of diverſion, we muſt 
conclude there haye a multitude of ats gon ro 
4make up the babir, I wiſh they would ſeriouſly re- 
i fict on ir, and unravel rbar injutious mirth by Aa. 
| enirential ſadneſs, and either. ſpend their time 


| berrer chen in viſiring, . orelſe direRtheir viſits ro 
' berter 
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hexter purpoſes : and this they would cenainlye 
if they would exchange their moet popular 


lies (that kind of paint and vatiiſhing mani 


wi 
in 
th 
te 


« 
. = 


mevs far rbat trrwe Chinſtian condeſgenſion, which 
admiirsof tio tieceir, but is as tranſparent as D 
j& witht bis houſe ſhould be, that hasno ſecrt 
ferucs:and ſprings, to move the eyes or tongue! 
tonttary way fromthe heart, bur is in reality al 
thar'ir prerends to Þþe. | 1 
11, A fecond property of it is Conſtancy, fot 


as iris true to others, {o it is to its (elf; *ris founs 


4: | 
os E 
ve 
th 


ted on the folideſt of vertnes, and is n& fubje&] 1 
to. thoſe Tight. and giddy uncertainties, thar thei 


vulgar civilitiesare. For he that our of a diſeſteer 
ofthis proper worth, has placed himſelt in a ſtats 
oof inferiority, will think it not anarbitrary mats 
ter, bura juſt debt ro pay a reſperto thofe he 
thinks his betrers; and at humble mind will int 


every body find ſotmthing or orher to prefer rof] cr 


himſelf. So that theacts upon afixt principle, and 


is not in danger of thoſe contradiftions in his v 
manners, which ſhall render him one day ſweet vi 
nd affable, and another ſowteand moroſe. Buth : 
ach mutations are frequently incident to thoſe} 


who are ſwaiced by other motives, ſomtimes af 
incereſt changes, andthen the thoſtfauning Syco» 
-ptant can traniplant his flatterics, and court 4 


-new/Patron; yea many times to the deſfyight and}. 


witifying ofthe old, 3 

"12, $0 M7035 a58n, forcuns tmay change 
5 zan rway” fall -from "a -ptoſperous-rs ny 
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verſe ſtate, and then thoſe who were prodigal of 
their civilicies whilſt he needed nothing elſe, will 
wwicthdray even thole from him, leaſt they ſhould 
Wh incourage him rodemand ſomthing more ; an ex- 
periment of his Job made in his-tricends ( or ra- 
thet flarrerers ) whom he fitly compares to win- 
ter brooks, running over when not needed, bur 
A gui dry when chey are, 
4 13. Bur the moſt frequent change is that of 
af fancy and humor, which has a much motegeneral 
KI ſway then reaſon and judgment. This is ſo obſer- 
I] vable in the vulgar cable; that often in aninſtant 
they vill thifr paſſions, and hate this hour what 
my they dored on the laſt. Ot this all popular ſtares 
have afforded many coſtly experiments, bur we 
# need nr go farther then the ſacred Story, where 
| we find the Acclamarions and Hoſannahs of the 
my multirude, quickly converted into crucifie hin , 
df ernciffe him. This levity of mind has Fin obſerved 
| © incidentco women, that'tis become almolt pro- 
If verbial; for by how much rheir paſſions are more 
th] violent, they are commonly the lefs laſting, and 
th as they are reckon'd among rhole colder bodies 
eQthar ace parcicularly influcriced by the Moon, fo 
uh they ſeem to bear a great reſemblance to her in 
coY her viciſſitudes and changes; yer ſtill with a 
AJ greater degree of uncertainty, for ſhe in all her 
wy tevolurions obſerves fome conſtant periods, and 
we can tell in her wain when ſhe will be ar full, 
pe bthar ſhe has a kind of certainty even in her 
ad. planctary ercors; buc whar Ephemerides can be, 
tle K - framed 
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framed for ſome womens tumors ? who can tell 
how long the preſent will laſt 2 and v har w ill be 
the nexr that will ſucceed ? 

14. I need not bring inſtances of their incons 
ſtancy from that common place of paſſionate 
widows, who have let a new love ſail even through 
thoſe flouds of tcars wherewith they bewailed 
the old : for i beſides that thar is a caſe wherein 
poſlibly they may fiad matter enough tor retor- 
tion ) it is here a lircle wide from my purpole, 
which deſigns no tarther inquiſition then intg 
their ordinary converſation, wherein thar love of || cl 
variety which is ſo remarkable in their habit, their 4 
| dier, their diverfions, extends it ſelt often to their] ar 
company, their friendihips- alſo and converle. | pt 
Thole intimaces which they cherithr Jarcly, | M 
quickly grow deſpicable, and ar laſt nauſeuus, th 
and conſequently their behavior falls from kind} Y 
and civil, ro cold and difdainfal. 1 doubr natÞ} bi 
this often bin proved by many of thoſe hum-JV 
ble companions, which officioufly arrend them fc 
who cannot alwaies fix themſelves,no not by thoſe} v 
fAarrcries thar firſt introduced them ; fome new} t 
comer perhaps has berter refined the Art, h 
and do's the ſame thing more acutely and inge-fl © 
niouſly, and then the old one is ro be turned offff { 
as too groſs a Sycophant ; or it they have bin {@ 
happy as to light upon ſome of a more generous} © 
remper, who inſtcad of a ſervile compliance with} 1 
their humor, and high characters of their worth, | © 
entertainthem with the true images of themſelves | a 


and 
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{and endevor to make what others only ſpeak 


| them, this is that unpardonablecrime which fot- 
'F feits all degrees of favor, and does not only a- 


yert, burincenſe. A faichfull Monitor is as unac- 


ceptable as a true Looking-glaſs ro a deformed 
{ perſon, which art the beſt will be ſer aſide, and 
eſcapes well if not broken; and while grearper- 
lons diſpence their favors or their frowns by ſuch 


perverſe meſures as theſe, they will be ſurero do 
it unjuſtly, as well as unconſtantly. 

15. 1 am far from making this an univerſal 
charge, I know there are women of the higheſt 


ir} quality, thatguide themſelves by other rules, char 


are deaf to all che ſongs of Sirens, and have the 


{e, | prudence to valu a ſeaſvnable reproot before the 


moſt extravagant Panegyric; bur this is owing to 
that humility which I am now recommending, 


withour which 'tis as- impoſſible for greatneſs ro 


be proof againſt flattery, as ir is for a Pinnace 


with ſpreading fails, and a violent guſt of wind, 


to ſail ſteddily withour ballaſt. Andthe frequenr 
want of this is it which makes ir no leſs frequent 
to lee thoſe unevenneſles and inequalities in be- 
havior; thoſe partialities in diſpenſing even the 


commoneſt civilities, which I have now repre- 


ſented. 


16. AND ſure 'ctis none of the meaneſt attri- 
butes duc to that excellent vertu of humility thar 


'itcat thus fix and poiſe the mind, cure thale ver- 


tigoes and giddy humors, incident to thoſe who 
are mounted aloft: and aboye all thart it is a ſure 
K 2 Antidote 


/ 


7s THE LADIES CALLING. Paxrt 


AEI—R—_— —— — On — —— — — 


_ __— —— — — —— 


worſt of tame beaſts, as a Detractor is of wild, Hg 
being indeed a kind of vulture, in the way of (eis 
zZure,no leſs then zavine, who firſt picks ou: the cieg 
of that which he deſigns to prey upon; {ufferjng 
nor the perſon concern'd, to {ee any thing of that, 
deſtruction which he is to feel. nd certainly none 
of the omincus Birds, no night-Raven or ſcreech- 
Qwle can abode half ſo diſmally as theſe do- 


meſtic Birdsof prey, whichare not oply prefages, [1 


bur inſtruments of ruine whereſoever they haunt, 


17) *I 1s therefore the univerſal concern of 


thoſe that are great and proſperous, to chaſe them 
away, as Abraham did the Fo ales from his Sacri- 
fice, Gen. 15. n. bur yet more peculiarly ſo of 
thoſe ro whom fortune has given a ſudden riſe,and 
unexpeded grandeur, they being of all others the 
molt obnoxious to this fort of Harpics. Ti.clyrs 
prizes of proſperity do no lets diſturb the judg- 
ment then thoſe of adverſity: and as one who is 
inan inſtant ſnatc:r upto ſame high Tou er, is fo 
amazed to ſee him(lclf there, that he has no juſt 
meſure of char altitude, bur thinks every thing 
farther below him then it is: fo they that aſcend 
ro greatnels by (wift and rapid motions, have 
their heads ſo turned that they are apt to aver- 


valu it; and to look with contempton thoſe who 


before perhaps they thought worth tieir envie, 
And on a mind thus prepared, flattery may make 
PAY and 


5 
Antidote againſt the moſt infinuating poiſon of mn 
flattery, a boly ſpel or amuler againſt thc venoms : 
ofa Paraſire,which the Philoſopher juſtly calls theÞDi 


ob! 
ob 
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ofany impreſſions, ir ſuborning even Providence 
mas a witneſs on its fide, and inferring from the 
e [Dignities obtained, the tranſcending merit of the 


ls 


J'one ſer in the place of tens or units. 


obtainer. A piece of Sophiſtry which the ſlighreſt 
obſerver may eaſily confute, all Ages giving in- 
ſtances of thoſe whoſe Vices have preterred them, 
and by a ſtrange Chimiſtry_ have extracted Honor 
our of infamous acts. Yet to a mind pofleſt 
with its own admiration, this ſhall paſs for ade- 
monſtration : ſotrechercus a thing is Pride, thar 
tcombines with all who deſign to cheat us: and 
indeed *cis not only an accefſary, bur the princi- 
pal; none being in danger by others fatreries, 


| who are not firſt ſeduced by their o wn. 


18, I T will therefore be a point of Wildom 
for all Perſons of Honnor to encreaſe their cauti- 
on wich their fortune, and as they multiply their 
Retinues wirhour, ſo eſpecially to inforce their 
Guard within, that they become nar flaves to their 
own Greatneſs, fix not themſelves in {uct a po- 
ſture of State, as to become unmovable to all the 
offices of Humanity and Civility; nor think thar 
their admiſſion ro Greatneſs is upon the ſame 
terms on which the Jews were wont to receive 
their. Proſelites > that they muſt renounce all 
their former relationsbut ro remember that they 
differ no more from others then as a counter ler 
inthe place of thouſands or hundreds, does trom 
A little 
tranſpoufirion may guite alter the caſe; or how- 
ficr, when they arc all raken off the ſcore, they 


are 
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are then indifcriminatly tumbled rogether, and” 
one hasno precedence of another, either in place} 
or valu, So undiſcernible wilt be the difference] 
berweenthe greateſt Queen,and the meaneſt Ser- 
vant, when Death, thatgreat Leveller, ſhall have] 
mixt them; there will be no inquiſition in rhef 
Grave who came embalmed, or perfumed thither.},: 
And, asa Learned man ſays, the Ulcers of Z-ſ| +; 
zarms Will make as good duſt as the Paint of Je- 
zebel. | = 
19. BuT I ſhall be thought to have ourt-rut y 
my Subje&, or inſtead of that amiable Image off {6 
Afﬀabilicy, and univerſal Obligingneſs, the great] 6 
Ornament of Lite, introduce the grim figure 
of Death, that ſullen Execurioner, whom ng 
Gifts, no Praiers canmollifie. YetT cannotyieldJjr 
it wholly impertinent; for, as its final ſtroke} hl 
cures all the infirmities of the body, ſo the fore th 
tight and contemplation of it is as much a Cxm 
tnolicon for all the maladies of the mind *elpeJ re 
cially that ofinſolence and gifdain. For ſure they 
cannot much pride themſelves in any cxalration 
thar remember they muſt finally fall into the duſts 
nor arrogantly deſpiſe others, who conſider that 
themſelves ſhall one day be inſulted over by 
worms and inſets. Such mental deſcents ints 
the vaultor charneſ[-houle, are the beſt diſciplines 
for the demeanor in other places, according to 
the admonition of the Wiſe man, Remember thy 
end, and thou ſnalt never do amiſs. 
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tl,y ASTLY, To complear and crown all o- 
+7 2.,cher Excellencies, nothing is ſo proper, fo 


ſe-[ neceffary as Piety and Devotion. This is the 
Ffalt which ſeaſons all Sacrifices ; yea, the Altar 
uf] which ſanRifies the Gift, no good (how ſplendid 
olf ſoever in the ſighr of man) being acceptable to 
2at] God, rill ic be thus conſecrated; & have this ſeal 
ref of rhe Sanctuary upon ir. This is a Vertu truly 
no Divine, as well in its original as irs end; for as 
eldJit comes from Heaven, ( is an aMation of the 
ke blefſed Spirir ) fo ir tends thither alſo, and thi- 
re-J ther raiſes its Voraries. This 1s it which fubli- 
| matcs and ſpiritualizes Humanity , defecares and 
refines it from all rhe dregs of mortality, and fo 
{wings our carthly Jumpiſh nature, that we can 
{ ſoar aloft ro the region of Spirits, and by its rap- 
| wres make ſcm eflay of that ſtare of ſeparation, 
tÞeven while we are linked to'the body. [his is ir” | 
{| which combines us fo with God, that we haye the 
lame intereſts, the ſame choices ; nay it docsin a 
firr communicate and enterchange properries 
{ vich him; the all Powerful God ſeems impotent 
F and unable co reſiſt irs influence, whillt ir inyelts 
us feeble wrerches in a kind of Omnipotence, by 
engaging him forus who cando all things. - 
2, Now 
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8& THE LADIES CALLING. Part I 
2. Now this Piery may be conſidered eithel bf 
in a larger, or more limited ſenſe ; in the forma 
is as wide as the Whole {cheme of Duty,nor conJ®! 
fined to any one act, bur extended toall the comsJ#* 
mands of God. For as the animal Spirit diftuſey hc 
its felt into all the moſt diſtant members of rhe 
body ; ſo this more vital Pripciple has as unizÞ® 
verſal an influence on the mind, ſtamps that with We 
ſuch an admirarion-and reverence of God, ſuch aÞ®* 
love and complacency in him; that every act is ( at 
leaſt habitually ) delign'd ro obey and glorifiep®* 
him: - Pr 
.3. In the more limited ſen'e, Piery is taken}: 
for our more immediate entercourle with God, in 
things purely divine, as Adorations, Praters,Þ*© 
Aſpirations, and all pantings and brearhings off 
the ſoul atter him; and in this notion 'tis more 
particularly called Devotion. And this is com- ad 
pretended in the other, as a part in rhe wholezFP! 
nay indecd, as an eff tin ics cauſe; for whereJF 
Piery has nor firſt formed ana modclled rhe foul, $5 
there can be no true Devotion. External forms 
of it there may be, bur thar is but ceremony and v 
pageantry , the moſt ſubmiſſive proſtrations are 
there but like that of Dagon before the Ark, theÞ 
fall of a liveleſs crunk ; tbe moſt 'elevared cycsI® 
but. a kind of convulſlive motion ; and the moſtF 
rigid mortifications , bur like the cuttings and 
launcings of Baa/'s Prieſts. Of this the veryf® 
Heathen had ſom notion, and therefore in! heir}! 
worlhips had many preparatory: ceremonies of 
; luſtra- 


rixecrt.. V. of Picty. 
et bſtration, and puritying, as being conſcious'of | 
et the incongruity, that holy j'erſons ſhould be ad- 
nmitred ro Sacred things. And accotdingly'Ss- 
&aes has excellently 1 had almoſt faid Evange+ 
(ically) denned, zhe beſt nay of wor ſhipping God," to 
helbe tbe. doing what he commands. Indeed yithour 
nj{$8bis> our devotion is meer ftratagem and defign:: 
hIv< invoke God as weuſe to cajole men, onlyts 
a af (erye a_preſenc turn; and of -ſuch'difingenioas 
ar addreſles, tis cafy ro read the event; orif we can- 
Gel nor, Solomon. will inſtrutt us, Prov. 15 8. : The 
Praters of the wicked are an abomination tothe Lori 
en: 4- 10 treat of the ſeveral branches of Pie< 
infy in the firſt notion, is nor agreable rs the:in- 
-s;rended brevity of this Treatiſe; nor neceſſary, 
ot becauſe there are ſo many diſtin&t Tradts exranit 
zre( on thac Subject; yer I ſhall che more cloſely to 
m- [adant- ic ro my temale Readers, obſerve the 
le; {propriety of ir ro women, nor onlv as itis their 
ere} geatelt ornamenc and adyaniage, bur eſpecially 
ul, $45 they have ſomwhat more of prediſpoſition-x0- 
{wards jt in their native remper. Gad's Laws, 
nd vhich are the rule of Piety, have this common 
are with mens, that they arc mforced upon' us by the: 
helfopolals borh of punithnents and rewards, : by 
vs! that means engaging rwo of our moſt ſenſible 
offpaſions, Fear and Love; . and rhe tcmale Sex be- 
nc Bg.cminecnt for the pungency of both theſe;' rhey 
cry ve conſcquently the better prepared for the' im- 
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:c5-rT'a1s is.fo-much acknowledged, that out|* 
maſculine Atheilts make an ill uſe of ir, and area 
willing to think chat Religion owes its force on«Ipa 
ly-to:.the impotence of the ſubje&t on which it # 
works, * that'tis only an impoſition upon the ealy{ini 
exedulity:of women, «and are' content to allowſbe 
the inclolure ot it; wherein, tho they ſufdbe 
koghtly ſhew their contempr of Piery, yet they 
_ Unawares give aigreater honor ro that Sex then'|d 
thep intend, whilſt they confel(s ir more capable] 
of an aſſimilation to the ſupreme Goodneſs, and; 
of-abe- renewal. of God's Image'tfor ro thar alle 
Pidty ts defign'd) then their own. And theretore|' 
wamen have-ſo little reaſon tobe aſharned, thatÞtic 
they'ought to glory in the concelſion, and grate?Þc 
to celebrate:rhe goodnels of God ro themy[ki 
who; as he brings light our of darkne(s, 16 condi 
verts theie-natural infirmicies into a means of ſpieÞ#. 
rieua] ſtrength, makes the imporencies and det] th 
fets-of their nacure ſubſcrvient to the operationſh: 
of Graco; 'and by conlecrating their very Paſt 
ſions, makes cven thoſe Gibeonires (erviceable}® 
_ _ tothe Tabernacle. Bur then *cis ro be remetniFte 
- bred, | that the greater is their obligation ro} 
comply wich this delign of Gods, to.ler their path 

fiots run in the channel he has cur for them; ſoroſ}* 

conking tlicir Fear-and Love to. ſpiritual Objedgh > 

that they make no. inordinate cruptians' ro any 

thing elſe, bur in all cheir eſtimations of thi 
dreadful or deſireable, to give ſtill the juſt 
rence to that which is eternal, 
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url 6. AND, as a Woman in General have this ad- 
ref ancage rowards Piety , and obligation'to ir.;:{o 
n{Iparticularly thoſe of Quality, who. we may-ſup- 
it poſe to have generally a more carlyinſtiruttonand 
aJinſtrution in it then thoſe of a meaner rank : . and 
»wbefides , bave afterwatds more opportunities. of 
afl}being built up in the knowledgof their duty; 
eyaad-(by the help of - an. ingenious-- education) 
en/|dearer apprehenſions- to diſcern it3) and when 
le] they do ſo, have greater obligations-ro perform 
nd]it; both in reſpe& of God, of others, - and chems 
all] ſelves. oral | 
ref” + 7- In reſpet of God they havo'the greateſt 
rathtic of gratitude, not-only for the' common met: 
rezJcies which they partake with the reſt of man- 
my] kind, but for thoſe peculiar, by which they ate 
| differenced from others ; of which; if they want 
piJa juſt valu; ler them ask chemſelves how willing 
de:] they would be to patt with them, how fhe that 
onf has fed delhi. ately, would like ro be defolare in the 
alRreet, or ſhe that has bin brought up in Scarlet, to 
ble} (brace tbe Dunghil!, Lam. 4. 5. and according 
mito the averſion they find ro 1luch a-change , ler 
ro} them eſtimate their preſent enjoimetit., and the 
ab] thank fulneſs it exacts- . 285 

of” 8. Secondly, in regard of others,” 'their Pixpy 
as backr with their ſecular advantages, ' may be ofa 
oy More extenſive benefit ;''they have tnany oppor» 
Fo wWniries of doitig good- by their influence on 0- 
fe-| therss or if no- way elſe, yer the ſplendor bf their 
ND 


example; wilt by che emincncy of rheir conditions 
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Viettu. And PN 'zis no Hr oy 
thar lies on them in this reſpet 3. tor God, «il 
does nothing without an end worthy;of, his w 
dom, can neyer be thought ro have ſelected louſy 
ns; as rheobjetts of his bounty, mecrly 4 
they: may {wall and glur chemſclves with-ſenſugl| #1 
- - 246 Nodoubthels,. he-who is the great Maw, 
ſter ofthe: Unix erle, difpoles all things. for. coms[xo 
man; benefit:1yand rberetore, it He:have placed|th 
ſome in an higher Ocbchen others, it is thar they] xh 
inay have; anauſpicious influence on rhaſe below[in 
chem 3 and:ibrbey tail ut this, they arenolongal be 
Stars but Comets; things. of ominous and.unlucky[ 
abode to alt about chem. ;1-might enlarge on roig 
Subje&, bur having don it already in the Gentle, 
mans C alling,; I luppoleir unneceſlary, ſince that} 
pact is equally adapred co both Sexes. ' ' 1, w 
['v; In the'laſt place, gtbey have allobligationro] 
Picty, in-reſpact of: themiclyes, and chat in'tW@ 1 
conſiderations; . :the ficſt , of rheir, preſent dane 
ger ; the ſegond., of their final account. Fot Hf 
their danger,,;/5js evident they do not; more- oulk + 
number cheir inferiors in any. thing chen' in chef} 
orcunities, nay follicitations to fin. Wealth P 
and Honor baye many {nares,and which is worls + 
do ofren dilpole the mindiro ſuch an-heedleſs (fg 
cutiry v thattierakes no dare to avoid them: and} ig 
as in the. bady, , the diſcales of replerion, are fat , 
pore numezovs then choſe of emtinels, fo be] 
many. 
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pmindis oftner vitiated by afflucnce and proſperi- 
fey, then by indigence and adverfity. It becomes 
[+ or* thoſe who. are ſo ſurrounded with ene- 
my es to: fortifie themſelves : and thar they canno 
[Way do, burbya ſincere Picty, that whole Armor 
oullpf God which:the Apoſtle deſcribes, Eph. 6. 13. 
[by which alone they may repel all the darts of tergta- 
wall #05; nay not only ward the blow, but wreſt'the 
>| wcapon our of Satans.hand, fo thar when he urges 
m-[ro them the opportunities, the; impunity. which 
ed[ their wealch and greatneſs gives them ro be bad, 
ey] chey may retorthis Argument, & by a wholſomer 
owfanterence colle&rhence their grear obligation -ro 
2&f}bc good, and that not only upon the {core of gra- 
KyIzicude: ( tho that were enough to an ingemaus 
08 foul ): but in the ſecond pla e of incercelt alla; in 
l&[xelpc&t. of chat account they mult finally give. 
hat] For tho God be not an unjuſt exactor ro reap 
where he has not ſowed, yer he is nor {o-neyli- 
to]-gently profuſe, as to do that which no prudent 
welaman will do, ſcatter his goods -promilcuouſly, 
at wichour raking notice where they fall ; but as he 
"ot diſpences all rhings by a particular providence, fo 
ubklhe does it to a particular end, and will cxaGt as 


Fo 


theparricular an account how that end has bin com- 
lchÞ-plied wich. _ Ro | 
cle] 10. 1T is a ſmart exprevfa tion df Godsi ro 
(ef act, Exch. 16, 17; 18,19. %hap ſhe bad facrile- 
df giouſly emploicd his flver and goid, his oil, bis 
far} foner and honey which he had given her in the ſer- 
the vice of her Idols, by which as we may ce he rakes 
ing —— notice 
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3s THE LADIES GALLING. Paxr 
notice how we dilpoſe of 'our temporal: poſlebfy 
ftons, ſo it ſhews us how the enditement wilk-protih: 
ceed againſtall choſe who fo pervert their uſe. Witlſho 
what confuſion muſt they appear at the grear Aw 
dit who can give no other account of their re 
ceits, bur that they conſumed them upon theillife 
luſts, waged war againſt God with his own'treſurd th, 
and bin as well thieves asrebels? W bat a Lucifelſre: 
rian fall will chey- have from-their honors, - whoſe 
have endevored-ro undermitie: Gods ? thought|dic 
themſelves roo great to pay hitn honiage; and by(Pr; 
their prophane and vicious example, -induced jth 
contemr of him ? In ſhort what a retaliation olflec 
inverſions will there then be? thoſe that have rurnij4d: 
ed Gods grace into wantontiefs , 'converred high 
bounty into the fuel of their- pride and Juxury\flu 
thall then have theirglory rurr'd into ſhame, rheitlir 
riots and excefles into the want of a drop of wareyyap! 
and hal] rerain nothing of their greaimets ,' buſes 
te puilt; rhe grating remembrance of having abwy, 
ſed rhoſe remporal bleſſings, which it well-manaþan 
ged-might have reccived zhem into everlaſting{Þr 
habitations. How neceſſary rhen is ittor all-who[” 
have receiv'd {smuch upon actount, to be-ofretits 
reflecting on ir; examining what charges the gre pi 
owner has impoled upon fo ample an incomefJin 
whar God requites of them for whom he harhdonfth 
fo much? And this is- particularly. the buſineſs Adhmt 
Piery, which in all the forementioned reſpeRs, 8h hz 
as the uſefulleſt, fo che'nobleſt accompliſhment of qt 
prearnels. as 7 5 TAIW.Y! | 


It, AND 


V.- © Of Piety. 

"1. AnDfuchitharh bin accounted till this pro- 
ane Ape of ours, which has removed all the 
pundaries of the former, reverſt even the in- 

ns of nature, and will not leave us ſo much of 

Keligion as had the very worſt of Hearhens. For 

tio w erroneous ſoever they were in the choice of 
Stheir Dcitics, they alwaics honored and reve- 
M4 renc'd thoſe they choſe, committed moſt of their 
lmormities in obedicnce not in affront to them : 
"did nor aflign them voraries as 7eroboam did his 
byIPricſts of the meaneſt of the people, bur thoughr 
: | themſelves dignified by their ſervice, and eſteem- 
fed it an infamy nor to be pious. Puralasnow we 
nl daics make other eſtimates, Religion is ſo abje&t 
hf conremtible a thing, as is thought fic to in- 
fyfuence none that are great cither in parts or qua- 
citflity: and therefore tho roo many are willing to 
appropriate it ro women, upon the firſt account, 

bY Jes che Goſpel is the frills of preaching, 1 Cor. 
n+ L 21. yerrhey make exceptions upon the Jatter, 
nd are nor willing to a Ford it any of the nobler 

i WIProſclites even of thar Sex. 

= "12. I doubr not there are many Lectures read 
ww ſuch, ro fortific them againſt all impreſſions of 
S0picty, to raiſe our the common notion of a God, & 
16s [order ro that to depoſe his Vicegerens within 
Jo em , diſcard their conſcience , that unman- 
 Shkerly inmate, which is Rill f peaking whar chey 
ſto no mind to hear, and will] be apr ſomtimesto 
«queſtion their grand principle, and tell them hoy 

avo 
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have ſouls. And truly 'tis no wonder if the aber? b 
| 


ters'of Arheiſm rake this courſe; for fince they 
have no ſolid foundation.of truth or reaſon, 'tis* 
bur neceflary. they ſupport their Parry by Autrgs mo 
rity; the countenance and applauſe of Great Pers 
{ons,and God knows they bavetoo much ſucceeds) 
edinthe deſign. But, in the mean time, whar lea 
curity do they give for the truth of their pres? 
renſions> We know 'tis ſtill required of thuſe&Y? 
that will pratice upon other peoples concerns} 
that they pur in caution ro ſecure the owner fron fo! 
damage. Bur alas, whart gage can they give for |... 
a ſoul? Wbo can contrive a torm of Indemnity 
where thatis tne thing hazarded. 
_...t3- *Iis caly indeed for one of theſe Apoſtleg] b 
o*'Sethan, to tell a Lady that ſhe has nothing tra y! 
do bur to induſge to lier pleſurc; that 'tis theft 
extremelt folly ro be. frighted from a preſent ens I#;! 
joimenr, by a fear of 1 know not what future th 
ſmart; that God, and Sin, and Hell, arebutnames,I&! 
certain Mormos and Bug-bears conjur'd up byy* 
Divines, to work upon her fcar, and abuſe het o 
credulity. This and much more of this kindY 
may be ſaid, - and I doubt often is; bur all this} 
while. the queſtion is begg'd, and a ſtrong, | | 
affirmation muſt paſs for proot: for I defig}Þ'% 
all, the, Doors of Atheiſty; to make any deV 
monſtration of their Tener; - and yer, - thoughy 
rhey pretend ro no Demonſtration rhem-J* 
ſclves, Religion mult be <gndemned meerly for, [+ 
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> want of it: that is for not making ſptricaal 
ings liable to ſenſe, for diſtinguithing betweea 
flef and ſcience , ,which is indecd far doing the 
La reaſonable thing inthe world, wiz. The re- 
Initting every objrc to the trial of its proper far 
Jolty : and they who ſuſpect it on that account, 
"Imay by the ſame kind of Logic wrangle us out gf | 
our ſenſes, may perſwade us we hear nothing | 
A xcaule the eye diſcerns not ſounds, that we call 
"Foot, becauſe the ear underſtands not. gults and ſa- 
\ and ſo on to the reſt, 
14. AN yet this is the bottom of thoſe Ar- 
ents which the great pretenders to Reaſon 
ke agaipſt Religion, and in the mean time have 
JE: ingenuity as to exclaim on the light cre» 
lity of Fo Is and women, that .cmbrace the di- 
FI of faith, whilſt the fame inſtant they exacq 
$2 more implicit aſſent to their negative Articles, 
e ) no Religion, A ſtrange magilterial confi. 
nceſo. to impoſe on. this Age, whar is ſo univer- 
ly contradictory toall former, and to the com - 
- 7 verdict of man-kind, Far 'tis obſervable 
{Ffirough all the ſucceſſions of men, that there werg 
Ss! 'a my ſocicty,any,collecive body of Arhcilts ; 
| ing Ee one perhaps .might here and there. bg 
(as we ſometimes ſee manſters or miſhapen 
| (ep but for the.generality they had alwaios 
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inſtings ofa Deity, that they never thoug ohs 
y .ran far enaugh fram Atheiſm ; but rathes 
c | fioſe t MPOPly Fapip 000 to have tag _ 
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then not none at all: nay were apt 
adoration of things below ther: , 
to renounce the power above them. .B 5 which C 
inay ſce that the notion of a God is the moſt ine} 
Alible charaQter of natural reaſon, and therefor} ®” 
what ever pretence our Atheiſts make to ratiocink 5 # 
tion and deep diſcourſe, it is none of that primbI# 
tive fundamental 1 reaſon coctaneous with our hu-l 
manity z-- butis indeed a reaſon fitonly o holly 
who owri themſelves like the beaſts thac pe 
. 15, BuT admit we could be more Fane 
to them;" and allow their o inion an equal pry 
bability withour Faith," yet even this could nevi 
juſtifie any body'in point of prudence, thar ſhould : 
adhere to them; ' Common diſcretion teaches.us 
that where two' propoſitions have an equal a 
rance of thith, there'is no rational induc ul 
zo prefer 6ne before the other, till we have ext 
tained the eonſequences, and find ſomthing inthe 2 
one which may oyci-poiſe and outweigh the com: 
ecary. i! ; Now.in all rhings that concern praQi 
there” arc no motives ſo conſiderahle,. cither T 
hire or avert, as advantage or danger, 
(. 16. LeT u$ apply this to the preſent caſe, al? 
examine the' enſions. of the Acheiſt and tl 
Chriſtian in'boch reſpects, "But firſt we are to rÞ| 
emerhber, that boch advantage and danger are tol 
viewed under a double notion; \bER: as preſeii 
6r asFuture, The formeris the Atheiſts op "Ir 
ED IER _ indeed allthaths "_ 


s: "—_ _ ov» I? 4 4» » yy 
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ls peak to, who profeſſes himſelf only a man of this 
al: orld. Here he will tell us that the disbelief of God 
" and another life, is the great enfranchiſer of man- 
| kind, ſers us at liberty from that thtaldom;, 'thoſe 
a; Bonds -wherewith our fuperſtitions fears had fer: 
'd us, that it ſuperſedes all thoſe nice and per- 

if —_ inquiries of -lawful : ;and unlawful, and 
20 duces wary iſitions oily tothis one, how 
ef; ec ſhall moſt pleaſe our ſelves; "The glytton need 
porpur a kni * roi throat; bugis only.to pit an 
upon. his palate,” 'The'drunkard need ngt te- 

ainhis cups,: bur only take care'thar they bo fil- 
8 with the moſt delicious liquor; The wanton 

qz_ paced not pull out his eye, but oaly-contrive £5 
| q toſſeſs what that tempes him ro deſire, :and in a- 
"nord none of our appetites reed be [reſtrain'd, 
wIK t ſatisfied. And this uncontrol'd licentiouſnels,; 


is brutich: liberty, :1s that ſummun boxum,: that 
: _ e chappine which they propoſe to themt-' 
and to which they invite others, - ; 1 3. 4 
Wo oy: 17. Ox the other de the Chriftian is :not+ 
"nr our his claim toa'preſent advantage, tho of a - 
differing natwe::he is not ſo pcs. Ln as 

fff ea it-a prefertneat: to:ſink bop his kind 

| ire. to an..aſlmulation-with meer animals, 
xe utmoſt the former amounts to, but he; 
—_— to: himſelf the- farisfaction: of a man;# 
ofcidelights whichmay entertainhis reaſon,not 
"| is ſenſe, which confiſt-in the.reRitude of a welb - 
I yprnid mind: His Religion” is the- perfecteſt 
-+ {heme of Morality, and;makes him a Philaſoy: 
| M 2 pher 


=. 


oa THE LADIES CALLING. PaxrI&15 
pher without the help of the: Schools, . it teaches*Þ| g 
Him the art of ſubduing his appetites, calming his 
paſſions, and in a. word makes - him Lodof him | 
{elf ; and by that gives him-a the pleſures which” 
refult from ſuch a {overaignty.: Nor is he totally. 
 voideven of the pleaſures of ſenſe, which in mas! 
riy-inſtances arc greater ta him then to. thoſe that? 
moſt.cour them: Terperancecooks his courſeſt © 
diet 29.4: greater'guſt, then alþ their ſtudied mixes; 
tures , chaſtuy_.:makes .analzwifal embrace more 
oerateful to him, then all the nauſcating variety ob. 
ther unbounded lafts ; and.contentment' wells. 
his mite intoa talent, makes him richer then the: 
kadies would:dorit he defired beyond them,-; Nor. 
is it a contemtible benefit- that his moderation: 
aives himarr-inmunity from.thoſe fenfitive pains” 
which oft bring up the rear of :inordinate ſenſual 
pleſures.So that.his Condition even ſet in theworlt 
light in that very particular wherein the Atheiſts 
moſt triumphs over him, is not ſo -deplorable ag! 
tis repreſented, mg ©3108 
. 18... BuT if it were, he has pleſures that would 
infinitly-overwheim that ſmart," and that'not only 
in'hisreafon{ as hath bin ſaid before). but in- bis 
more ſablime:diviner-parr, fach :irradiations from? 
abbve; ſach-antepaſts of his ftucure bliſs, ſuch ac 
quieſcence irracalm 8 ſerene conſcience,as is very 
cheaply bought with all he can ſuffer here. know! 
the-profane laugh art theſe things as Chimera's an® 
the iiſufions of a prepoſſeſſed fancy(& truly if they? 
were {o;they:might yet comeinbalance with —_ 
'-Adtt7 0 
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mer, V. "Of Fey ks es  - 
« of their pl eſures which are as muct 7 £0 {OPI>! 
onion ef —_— ') bur if we what 
: | fupportsthey.have giveni under theiheaviet pref+ 
| fares, how they enabled the iprimitive. Martyss; 
| not only to ſuffer; even to <durealtcbaviviaeb 
| nidable-to humane nature, we cannot; thinkthar 

a meer phantaſtic imaginary joy:! oould deqeive 
the ſenſe of ſuch real; Thi h acutetorments.".: Amit 
{| tho in-this- great deddination ok. zeal, thebs 'de. 
perhaps few that car pretend -to\thbie 
orees of ſpiritual raptures, yet-cexearn| 
yores of all. :devout: perſons colle&ted; 
all concur in this teftiniony; that. even:in thevomy 
mori Othocs of Picty,the ordinary diſcharge-ofa 
good conſcience; there isan infinite y greater Com 
placenoez ia higher guſt and reliſh; ens in alt the 
pleſures of ſenſe, But of this. themoſtirrefad3 
gable witneſſes-are' thoſe: who-woin great volup- 
tdarievhave turned devores,: anthIiflare appeabts 
theirexpericence, whether of thotwoiſtates iwthis 
| moſt pleſahr, +I wiſhchoferwho will no belive 
| this ow-other words; would therhfelves make the 
wy tial, andtill they {do Jo they arenotoriouſlyuny 
is: i zxo-pronoundevhar: a! fictiony rot whoſe reality 
they:refuſe to make pivot. 5 Otipy 1219112 N19 
8 129-5BY> whar hach bin ſaid, onrweſtimire ney 
| demnade which bids/aiteſt ( the Abkeiſt or Chil 
wt flian)- as to preſerit: temporal felicity but: alas 
by what an allay, whatadampis it-ntelicity t6 ſay 
9} tis tempora],. yet we'may give.it a' term below 
y. ey and fy *tis momentary. ; Þor: fince our lifeis 
{o, 
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ſo, nothing - that depends: on that-can be oth 
wife; and yet in this ſhallow bottom the irrelij 
ous. ems Ig For, rep 
vantage; .'tis Principte-to.diſclaim it, tt 
diſcern zo reward for af fre, Wiſd; 2. 
So that in this. iplanides the Chriſtian does i 
campearc with; but rrimpphover them. .He kno 
thet. if. lm earthly houſe of gm Tabernacle be 1 
> Be iath: « building ; an: Hoaſe 
mude with hands eternal int _ 2.Cor.s5t T: 
Thas when pit br his life, he does not: x 
; but ſhdllreceive — 
atidducation. : _ 
which opi 


the; fairer:hofes;-and conſequently » pa 
IVE ET Ty , Js 
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—_ age wen. ſpirits there are fo ignol 
thar- the: moſt | gloriaus::Prize. cannot ani 
them z that»like:z ſwine, the wuſcles.of whal® 
oh: a Teas it him-not io lookiupwat | 
-in: all the felicivies above; | 
| _— venture reſign: hishaxe iu. thoſe, fo 
may. ſecurely enjoy his lusk-and-draff. -.:B 
even theſe who are uncapableof the; more gent 
rous reſentments, may be apt enough tothe maiiſi 
ſervile ;;  and'danger may fright, tho glory car 
allure them-/- Jr. concerns ſuchtheretore toc . 
pare the miſchiefs which'each opinion-threatg 
to: their oppofits, and from Ge make-ans - by 
mate which. is ſafeſt to be:choſens . And here WP 


—— — — 
| nd oy __ 
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c Atheiſt bank pry up a of the  dan- 

conf ta Chriſtianity, and it can all 4 
this, the deprivation-(or rather rao-. 
prarion ) of ſom preſent Cenſual pleſures, orthe 
purring of ſom preſent ſenſitive pains ; the 
TmeT in realy exerciſe of Temperance, and 
grrification ; the latter,  ( more. _ and oft-. 
pare then a&R) the ſuffe 


"And both theſe he Cheng bal- 


; $4: o.. .- by two more important. 
glgecſent hozals on the ocher Tort ' To the for- 


ger, he pPPates the danger of being enſlaved to. 


alt e brutiſh part of a 7» ſelf, a. thing- lo dee 
$0 evenin the judgmenc of humanir 
i Writers of Ethios have uniformly deduredna- 
ic rility. £0 be ſo ſordid and: intolerable, as that - 
Ao the vicious man to his Paſſions and Luſts. Tor 
ie latter, he . confronts the miſcheif of rw, iy 
ave to every man elſe ; for ſuch he certainl 
whom the fear of ſuffering can belle ws out a 


Wing he thinks juſt and honeſt, For. if all the 


n in the World could ſucceſſively have the pow. 
© to affli him, they would alſo have to command. 


d rule him; and what can be moxe abjet, more. 


ol flo dw the dignity of humane nature,then to have 


dpirit alwayes prepared for ſuch a {ervitude 2 
dides, even..the utmoſt ſufferings which Chrj- 
Wanity can at any timerequire,- is outvied daily. 

ith of ects. of luxuxy and tage z and for one 


' to be a Martyr for his God, 
ſoa rope 10, tapViews LE” 
Ts 21. 1B 
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Y ' THE : LADIR: FOnLING.- Var 
52/1 fronvehe preſent 'we look. forward t 
furure danpers, the Atheiſt muſt here-be perfed 
lyfitent;he cannot ſay thatithe Chriſtian after thi 
lifts ſhall be ini any worſe eſtate'then himſelf, ſing 
he'concludes they ſhall betly be the ſame aothity ; 
Bur:the Chriſtian threatens him with a-more- dill 
mil ſtate, he allows him indee# a bcing, yeaalY 
eternal one ; but it is ohly ſuch as qualifies If 
fora miſery a8 eternal , the worm that never die 
the fire unquenchable, where all the' exceſſes « 
his "ſhort plcſures ſhall be revenged with move exzf 
ceffive, endleſs torments his ſenfes which w 
here the only organs of his felicity, ſhall then i 
(thonot the or 7 the very 'ſenfible mediums & 
Is vinat-weveor' 4 and that conſcience which hill 
| hereſufpended from its office, ſhall they take out 
itSarrcars;. and return all-ts ſtifled admionitior F 
ig perperual hotrors, and deſperate ways ng 
L need not now ſure ask on which ide the great 4 
danger lies. qF J 
+22; - To conclude, the reſult of all is, that t nel. 


eranſitory pleſures of the ' Arheiſt are oor Pol 


even dy: the' preſenr ſatisfa&ions of the Pio 
And the eternity of unbounded, unconceivab 
joies he expects hereafter,” cones in ex qbundgnt 
having nothing on the other fide that offers a 
competition with it. And-at the very ſame : 
of Propottion we- have ſeen the dangers alft 
fo, that we ean eaſily compute the a; RY 

our Chriſtianity can dous, if it ſhould be falle 


but the damage of” the other. a vol T% 


—_—Y lt. lt th. ” vs th. 
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| fr.che penalty of loſsdndl) ferſes -. ']-omdy: cam 
; yes. mar td judg;: of: he, yaſt 
Elity, ang, r0-pranpunte, that ſfurechere bad 
d:1he ſor great; avidehoe-ef cxath- oncthe;As 
Weiſs: fide, to; preponderate all theſe: diſadvarir 
ger... indccdonowing; much diflow- ta deman« 
Wſtarion: can; juſtify:the chaigts of. ſo 175 ree? 
rinciples; I am ſure: att-<quali-probability: can 
erd9it, where thedanger is; Chrvaagealy and 
ie che : veriaſt Adtiſt ,confuled: i tz: aiſtoule 
"rs ob the like gireunſtancesbe would:certamily. 
Ti fronowece him. Þ mall pn chat Ghouls: NR 
i-cle31on. - Hawglelperatea: phrenſy t 
Mip;o ie; withatitſamuck;;as that: equal 
Wity: nay, indegd{ywithdug,any Wh ITE As 8 
And yer, this madneſs ſeats. up fdr the mono- 
Np, of. Wit;/goly,; ibut Reaſgn; tao zand by 
thdonce,and clamor;: ſeeks; to; rag. doywh.chole 
> | Atg et $4 cap payer confure, 39 821 
"| kiB3- I may be-#hought hen eunbarcimcduinn 
rp wgi-adigreliog from. ph 'proger' SubjeR;/tbut. L 
peos confelstig. la ; for {linge; my preſent buli- 
c 5386 coromment;Piety, Jeannd way:do that 
Tir 45-.by (h<wing.ies\conſonancy; to 
oe on, i&f ly -c 2 the-buſie in- 
0; reprefang ” under atto- 
Fs es alicnace £r0w1ie © A perſons 
cn Grea atni els, may give it any e or xepute 
0 "the 'Q d;, of which fort;Ifu Ifuppoſe 654 arc 
q 7. more requently attaqued then W.onien-of 
wit , that converſe among thoſe who call 
| ap them-. 


"8 
© 
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themfelves the Wizd ofthe Age, ' who livinginfl|; 
infe&ious-am' tir, Had feed of foens antidotes Þ ys 
bour-them 4 andif hae T haye now offered;! (Ps 
pearae forcible enough; (for! it pretends north 
the tich: of what maybeſaid on the Subject} 1: 
inmuayiaclent'alb dvr chis ſervlet, to put theiſit 
in mind of whit they heediandiſend them to't / 
fultcr diſpenfatories of others: 11 £245; © > . {41111 
24.' And that#is'the thing Þſhould earn 1 ﬆ 
beg of then, that they- be: fo juſt to rhewſ'© 
own..intereſt, 2s wbtto conbins/with ſeducers b a 
gainſt themſelves; 5: bur if: chey have been fo un] el 
as tolendone var ty/themy! yet. w—_ | ba 
to'give orhts-be foroed.in wflevidh ſul 
to theirdiQates;"but hear awhar may! be ry 
the othet fide.” "And ſure 'ris but a the om 
firiowfor God'thus tb divide with'Sathes, yet" al 
that 'of which his? Emiſfaries'afe ſo icalous tray © 
*tis one of their grand Maxdis” that none with: 
profelfeer Divinity ts | to be 2viſed with zi wy * 
ttndfate by all'Aytsthey are to be rendred'ei þ 
nn or fuſpeAed3, "to whichmetbinks val 
be applied-rhat"'Fable' ( whick* 
hr _— GOING Wex _ 
© to liverpther Orate#s the Wok 
andthe Sheep, who-coming'to2'' Treaty, the Al 
Articte/of the WOlves wis;that Ch "oh 
give up*their Mftives which: ena 
roſernblince is '8b"obhious' fo tieed a tminut6 all © 
1 vp But f) 


plication, 


i 


, 4-25. BUT this is manifeſly-to! reverſe alLfor- 
þ ny Sraghfr yarns yaw Uaryparir oY 
nl ;then his own, and would nevet have. 
;th[/in an y thing but where the ſoul is concenv'd;/that 
Algoor "Icſpicable thing whereon--alone -we:think 
wlfic to make experiments. *Tis fure; that ifany 
MIfhould dif ute theie title to/amrepinly: Pollallca, 
i] they would not ſo tamely reſign it, tor would 
hj 4rvlt their own ſelyes in its:defence,' but would 
{conſult their ableſt-Lawyers,ard,by them, fift out 
+ eyery circumſtance that - might eſtabliſh” their 
el daim. Why ſhould they then fuffer themſelves 
1g] 0: be -talk'd our'of an Heavenly Inheritance, 
alwichout ſo much as.once pate their doubes 
al#0 thoſe whoſe ſtudy and profefſionitis to reſolve 
them * Dut ani all dekinr ills, foin this, preven- 
» yl tion; is.better - then cure: and therefore torhoſe 
are yet untainted, the ferureſt courſe vill be 
Pp. jochears all profane in 

Neo uſe thoſe . temt them to be diſlaial to 
al their God; thar ſpiritual adultery, as they ſhould 
p '« thoſe who oli them vo the camal mot ſo 
JI auch as toecnter-parly, greateſt in- 
F mation deteſt andireje& theni, - 'Tisthe ſaying 
the Wiſe man, rub 25-23. arowongy 


;" ham 
Th ve ſom 
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/o6s ANv12 ſure this.is much their Duty.to dif 
ek mia relation; to:that 'God who! tsYWlly 
\dilhamoxed:: : They:would:think ata very diſing 


niQus>thing ito fit hy. ito heard Friend or "Do Fs \ A 
Dad eviled, andcxpreſs no difpleſure.; andy; 


Gadſafriendlefs among them, that only. his rrallth 
AO atid blafphemers can be eatienthh heard Wi 
the, Jews;\-at the hearing of any Blaſphis* : 
my: — rent: sheir:.clothes y ut 1 fear we hi hi 
ſontat ournice Dames that would be much moni 
concerin'd att a rip; in; their garment, then at t ello 
rending;aud:.vidating God's Sacred Name , ' and 
cwuld; more! patiemtly-behold the total Cubverſi | 
ok;Religion ,; them the diforder or: miſplacingielſ 
2lbeferocribandsitt Bur 'tis'to be: hoped there-anihi 
not.many-{6:impibus; and thoſe that are notyx 
ſurdy; think. themſelves: obliged? with all  cheitif: 
power ta difſcauntenance all the Fautors of be " 
gion: whether. they be the folemn ſedater ſon h | 
that: winald: argue; or the jollite that would: 'rallgflth: 
themious of cheip Baith. . Ac 
2: By T-when- they: how thus provided d 
painſbthe pas em: Ky dye oo >6f 
calative: part: of Religion, :they: have. only:.eft 
bliſked.a yr ber 2gainſt themſtives, Ra 
tnageraf-Convidion and Accuſation, if. the 
ep{ſwer3e-ndtinghePractice.) [I muſt therekc 
ajrervhas ling excutfion, retuii romy firſt Poing 
and befrech-themdenioully £0: neigh choodl 2 
tions they havg.eoPicty im the ;general.nation. 
it, as itcomprehends all the duties of a Chriſtian 


's 
IE lifeg | 
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, of which ifrtend/ not 'to ſpeak! part ticular- 

iſo I know noct where to find i dethtr & ſarama- 

| : hn that which-St. Fames has drawn up, Chap. 
24 verſ. 27. Pure Religion and undefeled before Goll 
Atliver the Father is thisgto viſit the fatherleff and wi- 
ws +4 thiir affliction, and” fo my wor þ 0 a 

hd from the world, * 

6” 28. BU T beſides this LY there is ( as1 
*þ id before”): another: more' reſtrained notion of 
ety, as it relates -to-our more immediate 'ecnter- 
hafeurſe with God in divine Ordinances and Wor! 
hip, in which reſpett it' commonly paſſes under 
ofhie name of Devotion,” and thus: confider'd it has 
{great propriety to the ferhale ſex; - For Devo: 
eon'is a tefider Plant that will ſcarce'root in ſtiff 
oy ground, but requires aſupple geritle ſoil, 

| therefore the feminine ſoftneſs and ptiable- 

of ſs is very apt and proper for it. And according- 

y 'there have +bin very-eminent growth# of it *1n 

at Sex; * TTheed not heap up examples of formet 

but* rather perſi we this to'leave- ſome at 

aſt 6s the hong; * aithe mctentn port. 

o teperſons are,” the-moteeonſpicuous will be the 
lagample which ſeems themore to adapt it to thoſe 
how ſpeak to:Devotionim a Cloifter is as recluſe 
the Votaryy- alightrather under'z binhel thek 
Ws a candlefiip: and in ati'obſcure Cottage *tis 
dther-norobſexved, ior elſe thought to be but the 
& of "deftitution and ſecular -wanty;44 reſerve 
dhe: then choice : but when thoſe who are if 
S | L Sci thy World, the'woſt emiticat Actors - 
1k the 


"0 _ "FE FYTIT axrING. Fa 


Ie. 0” mc 


the Theateraf humanelife, ſhall chuſechex 

2 Saint, -when thoſe who want none of the div 
tiſinents or blandiſhments of Earth, ſhall } 
their converſation in Heaven, this recommend 
to the Spectators, as the true and greateſt 'objef 
of humanegGhbice,; fince 'tis choſen by thoſe. 


Cots, 


29+ No: Ris devotion only more excellent. a[® 
them. in regard of its effe&s, but. 'tis alſo mg 


| 
3p 


Ev 


know the utmoſt pretence of all its computh] 


e[* 


neceſlary i in reſpe& of theit obligation, Devg 


tion is. an abſtraRion from the world,' and 
fore cannot /in any eminent.degrees, be pra& 
hy thoſe whoſe neceflity or bulineſs do;much. e 


proportion. will be accepted, then. ;from tho 
whoſe pleaty-and caſe give them no other wai 
but that ofieploiment, And-cerainly if there 
apy.of whom. that can truly befaid women 


"= 
Fangle them. in it, So-that from ſuch, a far lek | 


: 


quality are the perſons : for they 1 mn this rent | ho 
excecd even men of the like rank; -for the men aff % 


often, | in public'cmploiments, ard n 


lend of their time to.the uſe-of. others ;-M[F 
however all- have the care of their 0wn' prin 
affairs ; the managery of their fortunes. to emploji] 
them. . Bug of wan a4 utmoſt chat-is-ordinar | # 


they hk to rae A ow ofa fe 

own ITY a ew: chi 
and ſervants,and even fiqm Gi how many ae 
their condition of life exetnted ? -and how n 


do by-th and delien exext 
more do by. their niegneſs ay cx 
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ty tocatiiu tht nocene;: :toſerve th&vary e q 
(he-ſhppoſes:)- of her: being,” But! welllh 
ſure'20- confine theraſelves ro ſach'as 
harinleſs i zheir kind;yetthe excl thertvr6ll 
ders-tlicantimnitul, : ' arid the doring p denonillth 
nates them lovers of Pleſdie's mord'thet' ls ar 
God y; a_——_— ſo _ moet | 
picats- hisCaralogue of -the worſt vi 7 of 
| worſttimieowith ity7 Tihfi$c4; ff 5 wen 204 
41:3D> Into thersfo8 the prod eſs vf Ge 
to; poles a reſcu for thoſe wh Eeirdition of 
eethat danper,and by Hit 
Expence of time in their devotion; 


it-to 
ar&& not 
farchet "tn Get 
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e moſt agreable entertainment. .I know this will 

und a little incredible to thoſe rhat know no 06+ 

r uſe of Cloſets then as a conſervatory of gauds 

1d baubles , that . af] pire to no. pleſure there 4- 

pve that of children, the playing with the Pi- 

es and Popects that adorn it. Nor indeed do 
pretend that ſuch ſhall find:thaſe ſatisfactions I 
Whpcak of. Thoſe whoſe errand is to Beelzebub the 
bod of flyes, muſt not expe to. be treated by the 
WiGod of I-a:!. An ingenious man will {corg, to 
llbtrude himſelf on thoſe who defire not his cont- 
vY par y, and ſure God. will not make himſelf more 
ee@eap. Thoſe that will meer him in their Cloſets, 
paſt come with that deſign, reſort thither as t9 


is 1 
! 


 Oratory ; nay more then ſo, they muſt come 


Mbequently.. Spiritual joies know nor the way toa 


hace where they are not often invited:and asmen 
Mkck foreach other not in places where they ſel- 
Hllom -or never come, but where ,they daily fre- 
Went ; ſo God contrives, not to meet us, in that 
wlace where we appear rarely and accidentally; 

ut where we uſyally reſort, © . 
32. I fhall noc necd to branch out devotion in- 
do the ſeveral parts, that being don already in a 
WMpultitude of ether Treatiſes, of which if they 
leaſe to conſult any one, they cannot want a Di- 
eftory. for their worſhip, whecher privat, or pab- 

. Only let me obſerve the order and connectior 

df choſe two, that they are neither 25 beſever's, 

dx.yet to be ranged ptepoſtetouſly, The privat 

mul not jultle out the public, for God expects his 

hell 7 O ſolemn 


106 THE LADIESCALLING. Paxvlſ# 


ſolemn homage : and their hudling it upin 2 4 


as it may give men Ground to ſuſpeCt they payl® 
none at all , ſo neither God nor man can collegI[® 
any thing better from it, then that they are athas ti 
med of the Dei they pretend ro ſerve, On thel® 
other fide the public muſt as little ſwallow up tif 
privat,and where it does, there may be a juſt doubt 
of its ſincerity, Many attra&tives there may by 

to Church befides that of Piety, and indeed when 

that is really the motive, it teaches ſo much reve 7 
rence to that awful preſence they are to approachy 
as not to come without ſome preparation. WH fi 
folicitude, what critical niceneſs will a Lady havelF* 
for her dreſs, when ſhe is to appear at a ſolemi}f® 
meeting at a Court, and ſhall ſhe take no care hoy 

fordidly, how undecently the appears when thi | 


King of Knigs pives audience ? Shall many hours | 


days, nay perhaps weeks, be taken up in contri 
ving for the one,and ſhall there never be a minutgIF"* 
allotted for the other * This were ſure very une 4 
qual; 'and yet this is the caſe where the deyotiony 
of. the Cloſet does not prepare fof that of th 
, Church. Ifthe mindbe not tuned firſt there, yall 
it will be very ill qualified for that harmony off 
fouls, which is' the only thing God regards Wl 
our_public offices. So that were there no othe 
uſe of privat deyotion, but as it relates toth 
Pe that were enough to. ſpeak the neceſſity 
Or it, "P YE GE. | = 
* | 33. BuT mdeed*tis not-only a needful prep 
rative'to thar ſacred rommerce, 'but to our civity® 
a i.bog nfroe + Lo 7 


'p 
A 
F # 


"»< 


ThRmcT. V. - Of Piety. 107 
TIThe World is but a larger ſort of Peſthouſe, in 
-Sleyery corner of it we. meet with infectious airs, 
18nd thoſe that converſe in it had need of this An- 
wtdote. How many temtations does every place, 
ahevery hour, every interveiw, preſent to-the {nock- 
Slag cven of that moral integrity which a ſober 
wificathen would judg fir to preſerve ; much more 
of that-ſtrict Piety our Chriſtianity exacts. 
1. 34+ Twas the obſervation that Oriyex made 
JIof himſelf, that the day in which he ſo ſhamefully 
$I&1l by ſacrificing to Idols, he had ventured out in 
\[$c morning before he had compleated his uſual 
yelpaiers z the Devil finding him ſo unarmed took 
advantage to.afſault him, as knowing he had then 
| 
of 


S——— 


ut 4 ſingle impotent man to wraſtle with, who 
h d foricited, by not invoking, the proteQion of 
God. Andindecd lince praier is the moſt power- 
5 | exorciſm to gje& him, we may well conclude, 
Ithe omiſſion of it is a likely megns to invite him : 
ator if God have not the prepoſſefſion, if we do not 
by hearty praier ſurrender our {þuls to him in the 
48gorning, they are then all the day after like that 
ty houſe mention'd in the Goſpel, a fitrecep- 
"cle for as many evil ſpirits as pleaſe to inhabit 
ere. Nor are theſe ſpiritual & a only dangers 
at attend us, we are liable coa multitude of ſe- 
lar ones alſo : our perſons, ous fortunes, our 
putations, every thing wherein we can receive 
|benefit, renders us equally capable of a preju- 
dice. What multitudes of .accidents are there 
JI® which we lic open, and nothing bo gary us 
2 tom 
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from them but the divine Providence ? whichT * 
we neglet to ſolicit, we are fure very unworthyſſv 
of its defence. And this is a confideration that me 
thinks ſhould bring even'the moſt ſenſual perſonanc 
upon their knees : for tho too many may be formdlth; 
that deſpiſe the former danger, and can conteisſhc 
xedly enough expoſe their fouls, yet ſuch are uſwylir 
ally the moſt tender of- their temporal concerngly 
it being commonly the exceſſive love of thoſe whichſſnc 
makes them neglect the other. She that fears nd&ffu 
the fall into fin, will yet fear the tumbling intog[me 
preoipice, and tho ſhe care not for the ſpotting}#o 
ob her innocence, would be very loth any accident{yi 
ſhould blemiſh her face, diſparage her fame, aſa 
1mpoveriſh her fortane, and yet from any or alli 
of theſe ſhe is utrerly unable to guard her ſelf. Sojan 
that if Piety will not, yet intereſt methinks ſhoul(xc 
render her an homager to that omniporent power] C 
. from whence alone ſhe can-derive her ſafety. | A 
' 35. Anp-now methinks a- Duty that is thugpot 
bound ore with the cords of a man, with human ap 
well as divine perſwafives, -ſhould not: eafily by 
ſhaken off, I wiſh I could ſay it never is, but Fa 
| fearthere are fome of thoſe Tnow ſpeak to, will 
n<gle& it in ſpight of all-theſe inducements z wii 
tho they can ' pretend nothing ſerious enough 4 
own the name of buſinefs, do yet ſuffer a fucceb*t 
fion of F- know not what impertinencies to divenj1 
them. - And indeed were the-expence of ſome EaJ*1 
_ dies daies ealculared, we ſhould find every hourlo*1 
f.}} of ':mtineſs, fy overladen with vanities tha” 
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if bis ſcarce imaginable where ah office of Devotion 
wikould croud in, | 
me[* 36. Tye Morning is divided between Sleep 
onhand Dreſſing, nor. would the morning ſuffice, but 
milthat they are fain to make a new computaion to 
etbJſhcſure it not by the Sun, but by their' time of di- 
ſ6{ying,which is often as late as the ſtationary hours 
ns0 6 Primitive Faſts, tho upon a far differing 
idIſhotive. The afternoons being by this means re- | 
a&tffuced, are too ſhort for choſe many divertiſe- 
oa ments that await them, and muſt therefore bor- 
ing} tow. as much of the night as'they lent to the mor- 
cnijying. And when the meer fatigue of pleſures ſend 
aſs Lady to her reſt; *tis not imaginable that ſhe 
al will permit Devotion to induce a yet greater, and 
more diſagreeable Laſfſitude ; So that the whole 
ulſround of her time ſeems to be a-kind of magie 
er;] Circle, wherein nothing that is holy muſt appear, 
| And indeed 'tis' one of the higheſt Stratagems 
hugjof. Szthar thus to foreſtal their time ; and by a 
napperpetual ſupply of Diverſions, inſenfibly ſteal 
/b4From them the opportunities of Divine Offices ; 
ut Fan artifice by which I preſume he prevails on ſom, 
mq*who would ſtartle at his groſſer and more appa- 
mg"rent Temtations, | 
49% 37. Nor needs he more than the ſucceſs of 
F®this project ;; for if this habitual neglett of Piety 
mſhouldnot finally end in great and criminal com- 
4 miſfons, (as tis naturally very apt to do) yet his 
q intereſt is ſufficiently ſecured by ſuch a cuſtoma- 
Mary omiſſion, which amounts to no leſs than the 
. == | SY -iying 
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living, without God in the. Wortd: 2 I ſo hope 
leſs,that when the Apoſtle recolle&s to the Ex 6 


fans the wrethedneſs of their Gentile State, he 3 
$it in thoſe yery words, Eph. 2, 12. And ſurg | 
thoſe that live ſo = Chriſtianity, are not inglgs 
better, but worſe condition, by how much coma. 
temt of God. is more unpardonablc then ignely 


Face, | 
38, IT therefore infiaitly.concerns choſe w i It 
are, in danger of ſo fatal a,ſnare, to look 
them, and endevour to countermine $athaz, 4 
be as induſtripus to ſeeurs: their duty, as he is tolyo, 
ſu 4 {pep it ;, and. to this purpoſe, one of the ule, [ye 
coy expedicats I know, 4s to be aforchand wi 
; Imean,to make their Devotions the firſt bug fu 

os of the days by. which 1 intend not only " 
thoſe Ejaculations wherewith we all ſhould open ſtar 
our-eyes, but their more {et and ſolemn Praiers z.|g, 
@Praddice ſo highly expedient to the perſons fore-| 
mentioned, that it. falls little ſhort of neceflary 5 [ra 
and:that upon ſeyeral reaſons, , - [fe 

39. FiKsT, in selation to one of che greallifh, 
ends of Morning Praier, which is to ſupplicargh 
the Guidance and protcRion of God for the wholgl 

y. Now if this be not don till ſom. Ladies 
'Dreflings be finiſhed, twill be half a mockery, ally 
Woſt prepoſterous xcqueſt, as to the-greatelt part ” 
of the-day, which. will be. paſt before ;, and be 
Lies the ablurdiryahere is danger in it; for 
the preceding rime is as it were outlawed by 


or from under the Divine Ptoteion. | Alas 4 jn 
voy , 


'S 
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Mill $d's ſafeguards to be only- meridional, to thing 
at only.with the notievday Sun £-Do they: fup- 
Ioſe Sathan their hours, and- ftirs nor 4- 
ISttroad till the afternoon, that there is no da 
1aether of corporal 'or {| ng miſchiefs b 
2t time of the day ;-Certain if the miſe of 
ol Hayp and Viol, which Iſa. que And Chap. y 
» 12. do not drown it, they may oftenthear a mor- 
ing as well as evening Paſſing: "belt: with how-ma- 
: "7 others does the glaſs of Life'run'out, whilſt 
ey are at their Looking-plaſſes 7 How many 
ihodies'are maimed and wounded in the timerhey 
ſc|xe trimming and decking theirs © 'And who made 
hl, differ from others, 1 Cor. 4. 7. Or what te 
Wire have they in the fafery of one moment; ſave 
ly what they owe to God's Providence'? "And what 
colational expectation can they have of that, whert 
$ }[they do not invoke it © 2.213 
if 40. Nok are the ſpiritual Shingerk leſs, but 
© ther much more ; & they muſt be very ſlight ob- 
Aferyers of themſelves, if they do not + loch thay 
X Mares may be laid for them in theirreceſles-in 
Y ho cir chambers, as' well as in places of the: moſt 
8fpablic reſort, Indeed, were there no other thaiv 
SImhar rclates to their drefs, and curioſity thereof," 
4: ere enough to evidence their danger ; ſcares 
"Jt of that but carrying a temtation in #* 
\ ling if it hit right, and pleaſetheir fancy : rd 
and Vexation, if it do mt. ' They had 
therefore to put on their armor+before their 
«| dikarnents, by a prepolfefion' EY _ 
s itation 
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ditation to: ſecure their yitals, leſt by an internglſ/ac 
death of Grace; | their ; bodies ( in their -utmoſiſÞl 
| leſtes) prove! but the painted Sepulcher of rkeighth 
- 41. In the ſecond place, this appears requi| 
fit in oppoſitionto the indecency and incongruityhit 
of the contrary, How inverted an. eſtimate do theyſbe 
make of things that poſtporie the intereſts of theig & 
ſouls,to the meaneſt member of their bodies, payg]i@ 

ſupercogating attendance to the one, , before thah 
comes at all into their care, But what 
yet worſe, how vile a contumely is offered to thghta 
Majeſty.of God, whois uſed as they do their dung 

- ning Creditors, poſted off with an excuſe of nyÞ- 
leſure-yet to ſpeak with him , whilſt in the meag{# 
time all. the faors for their vanity can have ready} 
acceſs, and full audience. God mult attend tillÞ! 
their Tailor, their Shoomaker pleaſe to. diſmil 
\ them, and-ar the beſt, can be allowed only tt 


7 
o 


bring up the rear of a whole ſhole of Artif 
CCrs, | | 


4 
1. 
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th 
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; MY Bu thirdly, 'tis very doubtful whe W Dc 
ke ſhall obtain ſo much from them ; for it may® 
often happen that he ſhall be quite precludedi 


ſd numerous are the parts of a modith equipaggh® 
and ſoexatt a ſymmetry is required in the wholeg® 
that tis the bulineſs of many hours to comple | , 
it z- when as 'twas ſaid of the Roman Ladies, M 
coutſel muſt be called about the placing of WF 
hair that fits irregularly,when one thing atter aw} % 
other ſliall be tried;and again rejected, as not F P 
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lat, or not becoming ; time all the while inſenſt- 
ably ſteals away, and tho that will not ſtay for 
eigfthem, yet dinner doth, and chen their Bellies be- 
{gin to murmur to pay any longer attendance on 
abItheir backs, and claim the next turn; and between 
ele two competitors, *tis odds Devotion will 
bequice excluded, or reduced only to a grace be- 
eix ore meat: (and well if that, confilecing tow un- 
y | faſhionable even thar is grown) in the mean time, 
helwhat 2 wretched improvidence is it, to reduce the 
r [ove neceſſary buſineſs of the day to ſuch uncer- 
hejtainties, nay almoſt to a certain diſappoint- 
an-{ment. | 
"nd 43. YET ſuppoſe this hazard were only ima- 
Jginary, anda Lady wete infallibly ſure not to 
iatioſc the time for her Praicrs; yet in the Fourth 
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allfplace, ſhe will be likely by ſuch preceding diver- 
iſshlions to loſe much of her zeal in them, ſo that if 


g befote it 


Jen be fit for motion ; ſo our more frozen Souls 
aitquire ſom previous incitations before they can 
mth any vigor exert themſelves in Devotion. Now 
exe the dreffing time (I mean ſuch a drefling as 
WE now ſuppoſe ) is not very proper for ſuch 
"aFfparations, Tis, on the contary, extreme 
a6 Pt to _indiſpoſe and unfir them, for when the 
Racy is poſſcſt with ſo many little images of va- 
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pity, He will not eaſi ily be ejected; That ra 
ging ficulty is, God knows, too: apt to bring i i I 
even the remoteſt diverſions ; but whenit kat 
ſuch a ſtock ready at hand, how will it 0 :r them 
In upon the mind, to the great allaying, if not 
utter extinguithing .of Devotion, 

| 44. Wuex alltheſe conſiderations are put 
together, *twill Ture appear wholſom counſel. that] F 
fuch perſotis ſhould not truſt ſo important a , 
to {0 niany Caſualties, but in the firſt place 
cure a time for that, repair to their-Oratory b& 
fore their dreſſing room, and by an cearly confi 
cration .of themſelves to God; defeat Sathan's 
claim, and diſcourage his attemits for the reſt” 
the day. Woe know theres a -natural efficacy 
ina good beginning, towards the producing 
good ending : Butin i ſpiritual thitzgs the inflaence 
is yet oreater, becauſe it drawsin Auxiliaries frond 
above, and engages the yet farther affiſtances off * 
Grace, Upon which account I am apt to betievs, 
that where this Duty is ſincerely and fervently; 
periormed i in the morning, it will not totally | 

neglected in the ſucceeding parts of the 2 
*Twill be eaſy to difcern the ſame obligation, 
ſame advantage of cloſing the day with God, that 
there was to begin it ; and when thoſe two boutt 
darics are ſecured, when thoſe are lookt upon'd 
ſtri&t duty, and conſtantly obſerved, *tis not utis 
likely but their Piety may groiv geficrous, ad: : 
with Davia;' P fal. 55.17, add tothe evening an 
morning 4 noon-aay ofice , fcr whete Devotion 4 
— 


of 


—— v3 


cnn : IM rn mito CE — 


a 


bs | 


| " - 6: ", Wy | ” = * ha is - rats n—_ ; c fe o ol 4 Wi 
ECT. V. Of Pargy. : as 
Fleal; 'tis apt to.be proreline + and the more we 
/ a[cooverſe with God, the more we (ball deſire to 


zIgoſo. Thus we ſce how this little cloud like 
_ b: of Elijah, 1 King. 18. 44..may over-ſpread 


[ 
P 
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e Heavens; and this handful of firſt-fruics may 
hallow.the whole day. 
i 45. NAY indeed, when.it has advanced thus 
Er, *twill probably go tarther, 'twill. not kee 
it {lf only on the defenſive part , .but inv; 
xs oppoſits, get daily ground of thoſe vanities by 
be which it was before oppreſt. For when a "Lady 
Py has in her Cloſet waſht her cheeks with penjcen- 
wel Bal tears, ihe cannot ſure when, (he comes ,out 
x] fbink them prepared :for the varniſh of the painx 
of and fucus. When ſhe has.attentiyely examined 
R ! ker Conſcience, that impartial mirror, and there 
4 "diſcern d all the blemiſhes: of herinobler part, ſhe 
ng 311 Cure wich ſomwhat.a more cold concern con- 
ol Ale her looking-glaG.. And when ſhe has by pi- 
61 us Vows and Reſolutions put oy th Loyd Feſus 
16h £hrift Rom 13.14. *twill be impaiſible forher to 
be very anxiouſly careful ' about ber garments. 
1 bis. devout temper of her.mind will by a holy 
$ deger-d:m4in (huifle the.Romances outof her hand, 
WF ud ſubſtitute the Oracles of Truth ; will not let 

1 her dream away.hertime in phantaſtic Scenes, and 
a .flaborate nothing, but promt her to give all dilt- 
the | 


we 


gence to make her Calling and Election ſure. Ina 
x4 word, when the once underſtands what it is to 
#0 :{pcnd. one hour devoutly, ſhe will cndever to reſ- 
3F}-<e 211 the reſt. from trifles, and impertinent en- 
i, 2 tertain- 
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tertainments z and 'employ them to purpoſeghy | 
more worthy the great cnd of her being. Thugh 
may ſhe almoſt. infonſibly wind her ſelf out of theo 
ſnare, diſintangle herſelf from thoſe temtarions (if t 
wherewith (he was enwrapt , and by having heththe 
| heart ſo ſet at liberty, may run the waies of God's [tn 
Commandements,P[.119. Inc 
46, BU T Privat Devotion, tho of excellent fin 1 
effe&, cannot commute for the omiſſion of pubs [fic 
lic, nor indeed can it long maintain its vigor, uns [ye 
leſs ſomtimes cheriſhed'by the warmth of Chri- his 
ſtian Aſſemblies ; and if God pleaſe to' viſit them [ne 
in 'their Cloſets, they are ( even by their own 
Laws of civility ) obliged to return his viſits) [fe 
and attend him in his houſe. I fear: too many th; 
adapt the inſtance in the formality too,and come Jn 
as unconeernedly to him as they do to one ano- [lik 
ther. *Tis true, thoſe that pay him a cordial re |m 
verence at home , will certainly do'it at the}L 
Church; and therefore by the little we ſee per:]: 
formed by ſom: there, we may doubt God ſees as : 
little in their Retirements. But what ſpeak IofÞal 
an hearty Reverence, ' when 'tis viſible that there} fi 
are thoſe who pay 'none at all > How rare a ſight] tt 
js it for ſom Ladies to appear at Church 2 .HowJ h 
"many times (T had almoſt ſaid hundreds ) do wel p 
D 
q 
1 
| 


ſee their ' Coaches ſtand at the Play-houſe, for 
once at God's 5 They ſeen to own 10 diſtintion 
of daies unleſs it be, that Sunday is their moſt 
"vacant ſeaſon to take Phyſic, or to lie a-bed ; and 
if ſych do ever come to Church, Devotion is like 


1 
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» be the leaſt part of their errand; ſome new 
ment perhaps or dfeſs is to be ſhew'd, and that 
Fought the place where the moſt critical*Judges 
ns of thoſe things will be moſt at leſure to obſerve 
1þ|them ; or if they come not to teach new faſhions, 
4's it may be they come to learn, and ſuch Docu- 
-Inents will be ſurer tobe putin practice than any 
nt fin the Sermon. Poſhbly they expect to ſee ſome 
1b>Jfiend or acquaintanc there, and as if Chriſt 
n- {were to be ſerved (as he was born) in an Inn, make 
this Houſe the common rendezvouz in which to 
em Jmeet their Aſfociates, If they have any more in- 
wm genious attraftives, 'tis commonly that of curio- 
ts, flity, to hear ſome new celebrated Preacher,. and 
ny that rather for his Rhetoric than his Divinity 
neJand this Motive (tho the beſt of the ſet) is but 
10- [like that which prevail'd with thoſe Fews St, Fohw 
r& | mentions, who came to Feſws that they might ſee 

he FLezarins, Jo. 12. | 
7-1. 47. Iſhall not rank among thefe motives, that 
o Hypocrifie and ſeeming Holineſs, for from that 


as 
ofa the reſt do acquit them. Indeed 'tis the only 
eF fin which this Age hath ſeemed to reform,and that 
too only by way of Aztiperiſtaſis, not by the Ver- 
tu but the Iniquity of the Times, Religion is 
grown ſo unfaſhionable, ſo contemtible ; thar 
none can now be temted to put on ſo ridiculous 
4diſpuiſe, And altho as to ſingle perſons I confeſs 
Hypoeriſie one of the deepeſt Guilts, ſuch as has 
apeculiar portion afſign'd it by Chriſt in the place 
bl corment, Mat,24.51. yet as to Communities, 
Sd oct, —_— I RY 


Feannot but think it better to have a face of Relk 
gion then Profaneneſs, The example of the formally 
may work .beyond it felf, and the form of Godlel, 
nels in ſom may produce the power of it in ol 
the.s z but a pattern of Profanencfs;the fartheri * 
aperates, the worſe, and all the progreſs it canſ# ; 
make, is from one wickedneſs to another : fo thit 
1 fear as St. B-rnard wiſht for his Feaver again, 
the Church may ere long for her Hypocrites. ls, 
. 48. BUT to recal my felf from this digrebliy 
hon.,. ler us a little enquire how thoſe whom thela; 
foremention'd Motives bring ro Church behawhis 
therafelves there, and that rs indeed with gn "1M 
conformity to'the ends of their coming, their el, 
rand is not to be Suppliants, neither do they pull 
themſelyes in the poſture,kneeling is impertinentf | 
Forthem who mean not to. pray, Ph as the Anvil. 
Ale defcribes the Holatrous ſervice of the Iſzsla: 


: 


efites, They ſat down te cat, and drink, and val 
co play; fothele fir down.to talk and laugh witli 
* Pew-fellows, and riſe yp to gape and Jools. 
'abour them., When they ſhould be confefling thee, 
Ans.1o Almighty God, rhey are apologiting (parte 
haps) +to qne another for the omiſſion of a cer: 
.monious viſit, or ſome other breach of civility; bs 

. when they thou'd be oblervigs the goings of God, 7 "9 
hz Sanctuary, Plal. 68. They are inquiring whi A 
this Lady came to Town; or. when that goes outgle 
"nay perhaps the Theaters brought into the TewlſÞ: 

_ "ple. thelaſt Play they ſaw.is recoilefted, and Qug pt 
tzions enough brought. thence. te-vie. with t 

| == n CH. Preachct, 
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EY wy 
-:cher. TiHmpoltible ro reckon up/all their 
"7-5 of Diſcourſe, my it were” indeed” feane 
*Elffous for one that reproves' them to preterid ro 
low, by how many ben 5a oo (to ſay no 
= they profane that holy Place and Tune: 
KF 49. BUT that all-ſeeing eyein whoſe reſence 
are, keeps an exad& account, and w 
Mem not only with the principal but the produc ; : 
1 r only with their own Jrreverences, but with 
Z{aoſe which by their example or encouragement” 
te ley have occafion'd in others, nay farther even 
"Fivith that'ſcandal which redounds to Chriſtianity” 
{1 
$07 it. For when one thatis to chooſe a Religion, 
Stall read the Precepts of nu vor 
Plat the Gods muſt riot be worthipt in paſf 
F Cit were accidentally, but with the gre: 
FfEnnity and intention : When they fhall ker 
VEltc care of Aums in inſtiruting Officers, who at 
Mlfcrifices;and all divine Services ſhould call upon 
"Fic Pcople to keep lilence, and advert to Devo: 
' fvn., or but the! pratice'of the preſent Mibonze- 
Fs, who permit none to {it in their Mb Rey 
«l 6 rto pray without Proſtration, When, | Pers (1 
L ; Wis is conſidered, arid compar d with the ſcam 
i bus indecency brayr.erh in on Ciutdics ew 
tainty exclude Chriſtianity from all comperts: 
73 þ on in Js chiokce' not How that the —_— 
: Religion, whoſe vety Worſhip s iv 
Fane, and whofe Voraties ack the God 
zeſfercndto ſerye: 
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YsT how ſevere ſoever 'the charge may lie#[+ 
gainſt ſome, I am far from including all under i |® 
I know there are many Ladies whoſe examples arg}* 
reproches to the other Sex, that help to fill ourÞ# 
Congregations,when Gentlemen deſert them, and 
to whom ſometimes we alone ' owe that outf® 
Churches are not furniſhed. like the Feaſt in they 
Parable, Luk. 14. 21. mecrly out out of the high{* 
waies and hedges, with the poor and the maimed, the ® 
halt and the blind , yet ſome even of theſe may be 
liable to ſome irregularity, which may be the eþ 
fe&s of inadvertence ormiſperſwaſion, tho not of” 
contemt or protaneneſs. 1 

51, ANÞ firſt 'tis obſervable in ſome who come h 
conſtantly, that yet they come not early, ſo ef 
enter the Church. This firſt cauſes ſome diſturs : 
bance to others, the ſucceſſive entry of new 1 
motion and agitation; which how unagreable it is : 


a conſiderable part of Praiers is paſt ere they 
comers keeping the Cangregation ' in a continual 
to Devotion, NNyma a Heathen Prince may teachfiy, 
us, who Plutarch tells us took a particular car >|; 
that in the time of divine Worſhip, no knockinggh 
clapping, or other noiſc ſhould be heard , as well y 


knowing how much the operations of the Intel: 


4 & 


= 
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| le&tareobſtructed by any thing that importunes G 
che Senſes, W hat would he have ſaid, ſhould he 
cpine into one of our City-Congregations, wherally 
often during the whole time of Praier, the clap*F 
ping of Pew-doors doth outnoiſe the Reader. | a 

52. BurT belides the indecency of the thinks | 
| an 
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and the; interruption it gives to TD 'tis very 
yurious to themlſe lyes3 a kind of partial EXCOm- 
junication of their, own inflicting , which ex- 
lades-them from part of the divine Ottices, and 
7 2m-that part to0,, which. 1s of the. moſt univerſal 
wncera: I mean theconfeſſion of fi ins, which the 
widom of our Church has fitly placed i in the be- 
iping.of her Scryice, asthe neceſſary introdudti- 
otoallthe reſt. For.conſtdering how obnoxious 
feall are to the wrath and vengeance of God,our 
buſineſs is to deprecate that, by an humble 
F{ronfeflion of our guilt. Would any Malefactor 
{that had forfeited his life to Juſtice, come bold- 
«| to his Prince; and, without takingnotice of his 
Eimes, 1mportune him to. beſtow the greatelt fa- 
urs and dignities upon him? Yet 'tis the very 
kme abrupt impudence in us, to ſupplicate the di- 
LI fine Maj jelty before we attempt to attone him; to- 
[ak good things from him before we have acknow- 
5 | Hg the 11] we have done againſt him. And to 
-b 'God may juſtly make ſuch areturn as. Au- 
190 pftvs did to onethat had entertained him much 
gf yelow his reatneſs, I knew not before-that we 
rel vere ſuch A miliars. 
dl #53. It will much better become them to anti- 
oY gipate the time , to wait at the poſts of bis doors, 
* Frov.8. and contrive to be there before the Ser- 
SFice begins, that 6 by previous recollection they 
hs | ay put their minds in a fit poſture of addreſs 
{the publick Audience : which (by the way) 
* heals it to be no very laudable cuſtom which al- 
Q moſt 
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moſt univerſally prevails, that thoſe few ' who do # 
come early, ſpend the interval before ſervice, in 
talking with one another, by which they don 

only loſe the advantage of that time for prepara 
tion, but convertit intothe direct contrary, 
thereby actually unfit and indiſpoſe themſel 


1 | 
"6Þ 


God knows our hearts evenin their moſt compesJÞ 
{ed temper, are too apt tocreate diverſions; we 


need not ſtart game for them tochaſe, and by pre# 
facing our Prayer with ſecular diſcourſe, makeaÞ 
gap for the ſame thoughts to return upon us m* 
them. Befides in relation to the place, it has 
ſpice of profanels, 'tis the bringing the MoabiteI® 
and Ammonite into the Temple, Der#.23. 3: a kingJ* 
of invaſion on Gods propriety, by introducing] 
our worldly concerns or divertiſments mto 
houſe which is called by his name, ſolemnly at 
dicated to him, and therefore dedicated thatw% 
might be his peculiar, So that with a little vary bs 
tion, we. may to ſuch apply the expoſtulatory r&Þ 
proof of the Apoſtle to the Corinthzans, 1 Cor. Th 
22. What, have you not houſes to talk and conver 
' in, or deſpiſe ye the Church of God 2? But this way 
confeſs a reproof that will not reach to man f (5 
there being ſo few of the better ſort that comeſþ® 
carly enough to. talk before Servicez and as Wy 
thoſe who talk atit, we have already rankt then 
under another C/aſſzs, Yet grve me leave to al 
that thoſe fall not much ſhort of that degree @P 
profan=neſs, who come late,only becauſe they any® 
loathto riſe, or to abate any thing of the curioJ* 
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y of their dreſs. For ſhe that prefers her floath 
L her vanity before Gods Service; is like (how 


"TP 
F- 
ny ſoever ſhe behave her ſelf) to givebut 


F. 


n unſigntficant attendance at it. 

54. But I gueſsthis may in many proceed from 
other cauſe, which though leſs il] in their inten- 
t tion, is not fo inreſpe&cither of its unreaſonable- 
: ks or its effects; and that is an unequal eſtimate 
&(#hey make of the partsof Gods Service, This laſt 
6 age has brought in ſuch a partiallity for Preach- 
1g, that Prayer ſeems comparatively (like Sarah 

54 to Hagar) deſpicable 1n their eyes: fothat if they 
ite Can but come time enough to the Sermon, they 
indthink they have diſcharged the weightier part of 
: i ze Law, and of their own duty. This miſper- 
F| vaſion, though i it have too generally diffuſed it 
Ef through both Sexes, yet ſeems to have been 

: very eſpecially imbibed by the female. And belids 
the evidence that Sunday gives 3 the weck-days 
gyaford no leſs, Let there be a Lecture though atthe 
emoteſt part of the Town, what hurryiog is there 
28880 it 3 but let the Bell tole never fo loud for the 
isM nonical hours of Common Prayer , *twill not 
yo tall the neareſt of the Neighbour-hood. | ſpeak 
"me 2 þ ot of thoſe whoare at defiance with our Service, 
and have liſted themſelves in ſeparate Congrega- 
hl ons (" for I intend not to trace them through 
\a8deir wild mazes.) but of thoſe who yer own our 
e af Church, and object not to itsOffices; but only 
ave ſuffered their value for them to be inſenlibly 

*l: ndermined by their greater zeal for Preaching. 
Q 2 _ God 
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Godſare intends a Harmony in- alli facred Ordi-[48 
nances, and would not have ſet up a party againſ ® 
atiother, but mutually affiſteach'others operation Eiceſs 
upon us : thus Prayer diſpoles us toreceive bens 
fit by Preaching, and Preaching: teaches ug hoy! 
to Pray arightz and God grant we may long enje 
thepublick opportunitiesof both. Yet ſince thiſh 
Age hath brought them ts a competition, T mull 
take leave to ſay, that if we come impartially toIth 
weigh Prayer and Preaching, the Ballance will is 8 
cline another way then it ſeems with many to dog{it 
and we (hall find Prayer the more eſlential pay] 
of Religion. +I 
55.. The end of fPreachingis twofold, either e6 | 6c 
teach us what we know not, or to excite as t@htþ 
practice what wealready know: now in oa 
to the firſt of theſe ends, I ſuppoſe there is a wide": 
difference between Preaching at the firſt promulsÞin 
gation of the Goſpel, and now: *twas then the e 
onlv way of reveahng to the World the whole 
myſtery of our Salvation fo that the Apoſtles it 
f-rence was then irrefragable, How ſhall they'h 
lieve on him of whom they bave not. heard, en 
ſhall they hear without a Treacher £ Rom.10:14.Bu 
where Chriſtianity 1s planted, and the New Te : | 
ment received, we have therein the whole de 
&rine of Chriſt : 5 nay we havenotonly the matte 
but the very form of many of thoſe. Sermon 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles Preached3-'ſo tha 
unleſs we think them not ſufficiently vified, we 
cannot but acknoledg we have in them ample 
in* 
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di-|4pſtruction,both for Faith and Manners; enough, 
nfs the Apoſtle fpeaks, to wake as wiſe nnto Salva- 
oa[$97; 27727. 3. 15. And'the reading of thoſe be- 
ne [pg 2 confiderable part of our Churches Service, 
owe have:the moſt genuine Preaching even before ' 
op{&þc Miniſter aſcendsthe Pulpit. Beſides, for the _ 
haJatlp of thoſe whoſe youth or incapacity dif- 
uſt{#bles them from making colle&ions thence for 
to themſelves, our Church has epitomiz'd the moſt 
ith {aeceſlary Points of Belief and Pratticein the Ca- 
ogItechiſm, not ( as the Roman) to preclude their far- 
ant}aer ſearch, bur toſupply them in the interim. till 
+Ithey are qualified foritz and by that early infu- 
to hon of Chriſtian Principles, to ſecure them of 
that knowledge which is {imply neceffary to their 

a falvation. IG 
de1:56.' Now ſure, topeople 19 ghis (Fate, Preach- 
[ing is not of ſo abſolute neceſlity, in reſpett of in- 
he {truction, as it was tothoſe who from Heatheniſm 
nlegand: Idolatry were to be brought, firſt to the 
infSnowledge, and then to the Faith of Chriſt. We 
Sem therefore now more generally concern'd in 
the other. end of Preaching, the exciting us to 
Practice ; for alas, there are few of us who ſtum- 
able on fin for want of light, but either through 
heedleſneſs, and want of looking before us, or elſe 
Wy a wiltul proſtration of our ſelves to it ; -ſo that 
Swe often - need to be rouſed out of our negli- 
gence, to be frighted out of ourftubbornneſs, and 
veQby a cloſe application of thoſe truths we either 
le} forget or ſuppreſs, be animated to our Duty, And 
nry '- % or 
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- for this purpoſe Preaching is doubtleſs of excellenglii 
ufe, and the nauſeating of it ſhews a very ſick 
conſtitution of mind ; yet ſure the ever-greedyi 
deſire may be a Diſeaſe alſo. He that eats more © | 


he can conco@, do's not ſo much affiſt as opprajye 
nature; and thoſe that run from Sermon to Swi 
mon,that allow themſelves no time to chew, much 
lefs todigeſt what they hear, will ſooner confound 
their brains then better their lives. Nay, it oft be I 
traies them toa very pernicious deluſion, it divert 
them from many of the practical parts of Piety thi 
and yet gives them a confidence that they are ewye 
traordinarily Pious; and by their beliet that R&I 
ligion conſiſts principally in hearing, makes themFlet 
forget to try themſelves by that more infallible 
teſt of doing God's will. So that whereas God 
never deſign'd Pgeaching for more then a giideinJ$ 
their way, they make it their way, and their ead} 
too; and Hearing muſt, like a Circle, begin and 
terminate 1n it ſelf. | = if 
57. I am ſure in ſecular concerns, we ſhould 
think him a very unprofitable ſervant, that aft@g4 
his Lord had given him directions what to ds, p} 
ſhould be ſo tranſported with kearing hisinſtryÞ 
@ions, that he ſhould defire to have 1t infinitely} x 
repeated, and ſo ſpend the time wherein he ſhouldFÞ 
dothe work. And we have reaſon to think, Gogh 
will make the ſame judgment of thoſe who do they® 
- like in his ſervice. - 
58. One would now think that this ravenow]'n 
appetite of hearing ſhould ſuperſede all niceneb 1 
| ft 


It oe. V. of Piety. 127 
lenefipic, yet we find it does not, but that ſome make a 
ſick[{iife to be at-once voracious and ſquemiſh. If this 
itual food be not artificially drelt, 'tis too groſs 
rtheir palats 3 the Phraſe muſt be elegant, the 
words well accented, and the inticing words of 
flars wiſdom which St. Paul diſclaims'in his Preach- | 
ue nos, 1 Cor. 2.4. is that which they principally re- 
unggfard. Nay the memory of the Preacher becomes 
beJthe moſt material Point of his Sermon, and the firſt 
erIWance on his Book pre-judges him, I need.not add 
the extravagances of an uncouth tone, a furious 
emfyehemence, or phantaſtick geſture, wherein the 
\&fÞbn! and vital efficacy of Preaching has been ſo- 
etfkmnly placed. Now 'tis evident all theſe are but 
Itivial Accompliſhments; ſo that thoſe who inſiſt 
od þ much on them, do make Preaching much lefs 
in Jfacred and Divine then indeed it is;/ and there- 
Ut fre cannot without abſurdity lay the main ſtreſs 
af Religion upon it 3 or make that the higheſt of 
FI Cods Ordinances, which owes all its gratefulneſs 
ueEyith them'to theEndowments of men. Some may 
EFthink I purſue this ſubject too far, but I am ſure I 
$$ 90 it not with deſign to derogate from the juſt re- 
WE het due to Preaching 5 only I would not have it 
FF monopolize our eſteem, or juſtle out another Du- 
ety, which 1s of more conſtant uſe, and indiſpen- 

Eble neceſlity. 
=” $59,” And ſuch cegtainly is Prayer, that reſpira- 
4 ion of the ſoul, which 1s ſo neceſiary, that it. ad- 
WI its not of long intermiſhons,and therefore ſeems 
to carry the ſame proportion to hearing, which 
breath. 
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breathing does to eating; we may make lon ins F 
tervals of feeding, and. yet fubliltz but at wa [& 
ſhould do {© in breathing, 'we cannotrecover i } A 
Prayeris like the morning and evening; ri ” 
under the Law, which God ordained thould: by Ii 
perpetual; whereas Preaching 15s but like. tha &| 
Readings i the Synagogues on Sabbaths and Fe F 
ſtivals. Indeed, however we have'confourided | 
the terms, 'tis Prayer only: that can-properly bg 
called the workhip of: God; 'tis that by . whi 
we pay him his 7 hs homage, cclmaris R 
ſovereignty, and our own dependence. When we [| & 
hear, we dq no more then what every Diſcipl-ÞY 
does tohis Maſter 3. but when we pray, we'owd Þ 
him as the: ſpring and ſource of all the good we | 1 
expect; as the Author of:ourBeing, and the Oby | © 
jet ofour Adoration: in aword, we do by it pres | 
fels him our God; it being: an impreſs of meet | 
natural Religion to  ſupplicate the Deny we! a, 4 
knowledge. It 
60. And as by Prayer we'render the greatel(s 
Honour to God, fo likewiſe do we procure!thi « [3 
greateſt advantages to our ſelves. Prayer is the 
powerful Engin, by which we draw down Bleſs 
fingsz 'tis the key which lets us into the immenſg Þ-.. 
Store-houſe of the Almighty 3; nay 'tis that upon b 
which the Efficacy of Preaching depends. 
Word is but a dead'letter without the Spirit 5 an® If 
k 


* 
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God has promiſed the Spirit to none but thoſe 

that ask it, Lk, 11.13. So that Prayer is that 

which enlivens and inſpirits our moſt ſacred acti: 
Ons: 
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$05: and accordingly in Scripture we find it (till 
concomitant in all Eccleſiaſtical concerns, When 
an Apoſtle. was to'be ſubſtituted-in the room of 
$xda, we find they refered. it not to the deciſi- 
I aa of lots, till God, who had the fole diſpoſing 
gf them, Prov.16.33, bad beeninyoked om: <(yem. 
Frayer, AG. 1, 24.. So when Barnabas and Saul 
were to be ſeparated to the Miniſtry, though the 
ointment were by the Holy Ghoſt , yer that 
EÞperſeded not the neceſſity of Prayer; the Apo- 
Mes Prayed, (yea, andfaſted too) before they laid 
their. hand on them, 4.13.3, Nay, our Blelfed Sa- 
:yiour Himſelf, though He knew: what was in man, 
and needed no guidance but his own Omniſcience 
his choice: yet, we find that before his Election 
of. the twelve Apoſtles, he continued a whole ' 
wght in Prayer to God, Luk, 6. 12. doubtleſs, to 
$ teach us. how requiſite Prayer,is in all our impor- 
I tagtintereſts, which like the Pillar of Cloud and 
TI'fueto the Iſraclites, is our beſt Convoy. through 
the Wilderneſs, through all the ſnares and tempta- 
i $ons, through all: the calamutjes and diſtreſſes of 
ie ths World, and our moſt infallible Guide tg. the 
{+} land of Promile. . EM CT 
i $-.61- And ſure when all theſe are the properties of 
ki Fryer, though private, they will not leſs be- 
h& Jeng to the publick; ſuch a conlpiration and union 
1&4 Þ'& importunate Devotion mult, have a propor- 
{&FYonable increaſe in.its cffe&;z and if Heaven can 
at | Wer violence by the fervour of one lingle Votary, 
HY | _-:- with 


'S, 


130847 a a5s ar aoa©Ce ante, AT). 


: 


= z 
- 
- 


= $$ NO 
—— ts — 


[? "4 


130 THE LADIES CALLING. _ Vart'® ? | 


_ - ew Wm 


with WhAt ſt6rms, what batrendhant 7 it be ſcaled | 

by a mitnerous | Congregation'? ' We find: + 

Church's, by Chrift, compared to an Army __ | 
im 


bamitve.; Ca)t.6.3. but ſure never is this Ari 

ſy ggod array, in foitvincible apoſture as wpon 

knets,' The Eceltffftical ſtory tells us of : Te 
of Chriſtians in Airel;#5's Camp! *who-itt rhat'pi 
{tute diſcomfited two affailattgat orice, thEeneall [| 
ard che-draright; that breath 'which they. ſent: I 
in Ptaybts, ike! kindly exhalation'return'47wf; 
rain, 57 fdieved the” perithirt 'Army : arid hid} 
ive burthe ſims fervs AF ant} tH&fame ititbeengh 
coul&-we hfe-up lit as pur: Hatds as they dit] 
there would be no” Bleſſing beyond- our reat 
Bur the Ih : ary of us find our ſelves To! qualific 4 
the ore need. We Have to: ptit! 5 our ſelves amot 
thoſe that are. 7 30:28 

* 637 There" is? an kappy* contagion ir” SE | 
nefs; like green wogd ; we may PerhapyBeUl 
led the neighbguring flame”; the eFA 
andtRts zeal may awake mie! However 

is fome advantage! in beihg itr the campany*- 
ſhowers'of benedidtioh Twhichtheir Pye : 

. down, are ſo plentiful, that ſomedrbps; ar eaſt 
ſcatter, upbn thofe abont thetn!” "We find- Bj 
for Jehoſh: tpbat's fake, endqared the prefene6) 
Jehoram,” whom otherwiſe he orofulſes he wolt 
not bave.lookt* towards, 2* Kize, 3. 14. and! 
may perhaps d6 the" fike in this*caſe 3 and” as 
pro: Pered- Potiphar for foſtph's s$'ſake, Gen: 39-4 
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the Piety of ſame few may redound-to-the:be- 
tiofall. From all theſe confidexations k ſuppoſe 

ay:ſufficiently: be:evinced the neceflity and bene- 
, of publick Prayer, and confequenily the {inrea- 
| nablenefs of thoſe, who upon/any pretchce.neg- 
Hit it, Ifhall now only beſeech; thoſe to-whom 1 
$tak ro make theapplicatian to themſelves, and to 
they do fo-by their more carly and toreal- 

| $d&ious attendanve:on-1t, 

LY $063.” There ts: al{o: another Dity to which many 

as 0 bf theſe: to. whom I. write ſeem-to need fome 4nct- 
F tition, ard that is'Communicating; apart of Do- 
þ xotion which; the.-looſer fort ſcarce ever thinkin 


ht itt. 4 


aJfrafon till their-death beds;/-as-1f that Sa2ramiene, 
%j | e the Romanilts Extream Un@ion., were: 
al: for. expiring ſouls; but.to duch we. amay+app y 


hi 


#1 the words of-:the- Angel: touthe. woman \,. Luke 


5. Why ſeek ye the living anoug; thecdead £ 

Why think ye that the Sub &f Righneagck is 
anly:to ſhine jo the ſhades of death, or thar Chriſt 
pnever to give.ug His fleſh, till we are putting off 

r own. * Fis 6neprincipalend'of that Sacrament 

> engage and enable 1istoancy lifes] how pre- 
ofterous then 38:it, how utter! y.inconſfiſtent with 

| 0225 to: deferoit:toth&hour..of death; Tis 

tae .'tis a gaad-Piaticur for tack as: are.in their 
way meds - bli, but it is toobold: a:hope, to 

| Eincy chat it. (ball in ai-i>ſtant bring: them into 
1 * hat way, who have theiriwhole life poſted'on in 
7 e- contrary;:the :noads! eb:bteaven and*3 Hell lie 
{TGF KR 2 ſure 
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{ure toorfar aſunder to be within-diſtance. of one. 
ſtep; nor can it with any ſafety be preſumed-that 
once receiving attheir death, ſhall expiate ſo many 
wiltal neglects of it in their life; "F 
64.” But I ſhall ſuppoſe theſe total Omifſſhons ars- 
not'2 common guilt: yet with many - others the. 
fault:differs only in degree, they do not wholly 
emit, but .vet come fo in frequently, as if 
thought it a very arbitrary matter whether they 
come or. no. And this truly is obſervable in many 
who feem to givegood attendance on other , 
of Divine Worſhip; for indeet 'ris-a ſad f e- 
to ſee; that let a Church be never- ſo mach crans- 
ded-at\Sermon, 'tisemptied in an mſtant when the: 
Communion begins; people run as it were frightet. 
from it, as if they thought with thoſe in Malachy,: 
that the table of our Lord 3s. polluted, Mal. 1.1% 
that ſome peſt or infetion would thence . break 
forth upon them. A ſtrange indignity to rhe Mas; 
zeſty, and: ingratitude tothe love of our Redeems% 
er. Let a King, or but. ſome. great man make av 
publick entertainment,” how hard ' is it to:keep®F'? 
back the preiling multitude : many Officers arene« FJ 
ceſlary to repel the uninvited gueſts, and. yet here” 
there needs more to:drive us to.it, though the ins” 
vitation be: more genera}, and the Treat infinitely® 
more: magniſicent. | _ 
65.' I: know this fault ( like many other JF" 
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ſhrouds ir ſelf under a fair diſguiſe, and this bars? | 
barous: neglect pretends tq the humbleſt veners>” 
EFT oo. » 1 es 
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_ People ſay 'tis their great reverence they 
have for the Sacrament that keeps them at ſo great 
adiſtance ; but ſure that is but a fidtitious reve- 
tence which diſcards obedience; and when Chrift 
$rommands our coming, our drawing back looks 
more like {tubbornefs and rebellion, then awe 
{and reſpe&. I ſuppoſe we pretend not to exceed 
the Primitive Chriſtians in humility and godly 
my and yet they communicated daily; and there- 
re ſureourreverence is. ofa much differing make 
from theirs, if it produce ſach contrary effe&ts. 
F Indeed 'tis to be feared that many put a great 
cheat upon themſelves in this matter. The Eu- 
thariſt is juſtly accounted the higheſt of divine 
Ordinances, and thoſe who think of no pre- 
paration 1n other, yet have ſome general impreſ- 
tons of the neceſlity of it in this; but the uneaſi- 
nes of the task diſcourages them, they dare not 
« $ come without a wedding garment, and yetare 
FF loath to beat the pains to put it on, fo that all this 
wgoodly pretext of reverence, is but the Devil in 
pF #amzcls Mantle, is but floath clad in the habit of 
=} humility. | 
© 66. And to this temptation of {loath, there is 
© another thing very ſubſervient , and that is the 
*$ ahe and {lightropinion which is commonly taken 
£7 & (ins of Omiſtionz many are ſtartled at great 
V4 Commiſſions, think them to carry a face of defor- 
<F mity and horror, who in the mean time look on 
» } Omiſfiops only as privations and mcer nothings, or 
fo FE 30 1 
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}f all the affirmative Precepts were only things 
form, put in by God rather to try our inclin: 
ons, then tooblige our performance 3 and ſowa 
rather overtures and propoſals which we may 
{ent to or not, then injunctions which at our pe 
we muſt obey. A fancy no leſs abſurd then impior 

_ That God ſhould be content ſo to compound wit 
his creatures ( and like a Prince overpowr'd by | 
vaſſals)-confent to remit all their homage, abſob 
them from all pglitive Duty, ſo they would be | 
ſo civil as nottoflic in his face, or to commit oul 
rage on his Perſon. But this wild imagination net 
nd other confutation, then that. form of Indif 
ment our: Saviour gives us as the Model of this 
which ſhall be uſed at the laſt day, 444.25. whefd9 
the whole Proceſs lies againſt fins of Omiſſion, and? 
yet the ſentence is as diſmal and irreverſible, as} 
all the Commiſſions in the World had been put imfy 
to the Bill, _—_ 7 "JF: 

67. And certainly of all Omiſhons none W# 

hike to be more ſeverely charged then this. 
communicating, which is not only a diſobedience 
but an unkindneſs, which ſtrikes not only at thi 
Authofity, but the Love'of our Lord, when he-wlf& 
affects a union with us that he creates Myſteriaf 
only to effe& it, when: he deſcends'even to owls 
ſenſuality 3 and becauſe. we want ſpiritual app”! 
rites, puts himſelf within reach of our. naturally? 
and as he once vail'd his Divinity in tleſh : ſo naws 


vails. even that fleſh under the form' of aur .cabſſ', 


poral = 


b- 


xV. Of Pity. ! I25 - 
Woral nouriſhment, only that he may the more in- 
adfffiolvably unite, yea incorporate himſelf with us. 
reflWhen I (ay he does all this, we are 'not only im- 

7 affſous but inhumane if it will not attratt us. Nay ' 
MSrther,; when he does all this upon the moſt en- 
ufffcaring memory of what he has before done: far 
i, when he preſents himſelf to our embraces in the 
me form wherein he preſented himſelf to God 
fr our expiation, when he ſhews us thoſe wounds 
tWhich our miquities made, thoſe ſtripes by which 

hve were healed, that death by which we are revi- 
edivcd. ſhall 'we to compleat the Scene of his Paflian, 
WHrce him alſo to that pathetick complaint, Zam,r. 
x08 2. Have ye no regard all ye that paſs by? Shall we 
effffitnſtead of fmiting our breaſts ( as did other wit- 
wiheſſes of his ſufferings?) turn our backs? If we can 
sMHabitually do this, 'tis'to'be feared the next degree 
ivvill be to wag our heads too, and we ſhall -have 
AFthe profineneſs to deride, what we have not the 

> WfPicty to commemorate. - - | 

& 68. And'this ſeems to be no improbable fear, 
offfor in Rehigion there are-gradual declinations- as 
heyev ell as advances, coldnefs and tepidity will Cif not 
I Mopt in its progeels \ quietly grow to loathing and 
contempt. And indeed” to what can-we more rea- 


af fonably impure the great overflowings of profane- 
-neſs among tis, then to our 1l]-husbanding the means 
| ? bf Grace? Now certainly of all thoſe means there 
$15 none of greater energy and power then the bleſ- 


- 
\ ' 

. 
> 


F" {ed Sacrament. 


all | 6). Were 
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69. Werethere no other benefit derived from 'S 
it fave that whichthe preparation implies, 'twey/ 

_ very- confiderable. It brings us to a recolletio | | 
fixes our indefinite purpoſes of ſearching and try 
ing our ways, which elſe perhaps we ſhould infinitgh 
ly defer ; ſtops our carreer in fin, and by acquay 

ting us with our ſelves, ſhews, us where our dangg# 
lies, and how we are to avert it, what breachgh® 
are made it upon our ſouls, and how we muſt rh} 
pair them3 all which are with many feldow 
thought of, but when the time of communicatunt# 
approaches, We live ſo far off from our ſelveglt 
know ſo little what is done in us, that we anlwek 
the deſcription the Prophet makes of the ſurpri; u% 
of Babylozz, of which the King knew nothing eill:& 
poſt afrer poſt run to inform him that his City wall. F 
taken at one exd, Jer. 51. 14. we often lie ſecurg 


nc 
[ 


while the enemy 1s within our walls, and there 
fore they are friendly alarms which the Sacrament 
gives us to look to our defence. But if when thallk 
Trumpet ſounds none will prepare himſelf to thi? 
Battel, if when the Miniſter gives warning of 8& 
Sacrament, and the preparation it requires, w! 


| 


£0 our ways, and with Gallio, care for none. 4 y: 
thoſe things , or with Felix, Ads 24. 26. put 4 $: 
of to a' convenient time, we wilfully expoſe otl 
elves, and 'tis but: juſt Chriſts dreadful menad I 
ſhould be executed upon us, that we die iz: our ini: 
who will fruſtrate ſuch an opportunity of a reſcue # 
from them. Des | # 

70. But 


Pe 
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70. But *tis not "only. Cm > 4 
We ranaeC this prevedtirlg Gtace ) which 
1 1 x Holy Euchariſt affords, it contains yet greater 
| i id * more intrinſic benefits, "i5'a'Sp ping. faal 
| ( Grace allo, 'tis a Maga azine* of of Fits 
'P. to ſite, us again (8 aflaul of the 


$o If pOr Te which, if duty received, will 
la Jabs .us £0 make St, Pauls boaſt , Phil."4. 13: 
We o all things through Criſt which ft ſtrengthens 
Ina word 'tis to us whatever we need; Wil 
is Raghteouſnel, Sandificatton, and Retem- 
> Fecaule it paſleſſes us of hitn who is ſ0;1 Cor. 
> 1. rhat whenever, we, negledt it, we rlani- 
| bi, betray our own intereſt, and do implicitly 
nOLe. death whilſt we thus tun from ite, -*- 
71, Thus we ſee there 'isa *concurtence of 
yl oris of Arguments for this'Dity, .oh rharonte 
"'F leaſt ) of them may prevail'z If we ire hor 
Aracta able enough to doit in obedience, Fetlet 1 us 
be d. ingenious as to' do it for Love, for Grati- 
if ude,” or if for neither of thoſe, let us b: at leaſt 
wile as to do it for intetelt, and advantage. I 
know. people are. apt to pterend; buſineſs, the 
Fa rm and the Oxen muſt excuſe their corting to 
E-Feaſt 3 but alas what buſineGs can there bz of 
al neceſlity or advantage'with this? Yet even 
Tb Apology is ſuperſeded to thoſe I now ſpeak 
; + whoas I obſerved before have leifure more 
theri enough, lo that it would be one part of OE 
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henehy, its taking) ſome of their time : let" 
thercfore earneſt 5 2 eſeech them, not to' 
a, few. of their vacant hours to this ſo happy. 
employment. _ 

72. Did any of their near Friends and Ras 


tions invite them to an intervieiy, they __ 10 


think him too importune, tho he repeated the 
ſummons weekly, nay daily, but would punqu 


ly obſerve the meeting: And when their Savidl 


. much ſeldomer entreats their company, ſhall 
not obtain it ? muſt he never {ce them but at! 
or three ſolemn times of the year? and ſhall rly 
wonder at any interveninginvitation (as the 


namiteshusband did at her going to the Propliſ 
whenit was neither new Moon nor Sabbath,2K it | 


- 4423+) and tell him 'tis not yet Eaſter or Ch 
#95; this were not only to be irreligious but rt 
.and\methinks. thoſe who ſtand ſo much upon th 
particulars of Ciyility to one another , "ſhe 
not. then only lay aſide their good manners wh 
eacy are to treat with their Redeemer. Cert 
ty he isnot fo unpleaſant company that they nd 
fur his converſe: if he do appear ſo to any, ® 
that ſhunning that is the cauſe of it, He does 
open. his treaſures to ſtrangers : they that Hh | 
' now and then for form ſake, no wonder if th 
entertainment, be as cold as thcir addreſs. Tl 
that would indeed taſte how ſweet the Lora 


Pſal. 34. 8. muſt by the frequency of thear « co 


ing ſhew the heartineſs of it, and then they ' wot 


inder 
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indeed, find is a ſeat, of fet things, as the Pro- 


: # 73- Ina word, let. them but make experiment, 
© [tcſolve for acertain tinie (' be it a year or there- 
Is Jahouts) to oniit no opportunity, (and withal no 
i {dye preparation) of communicating, Iam alittle 
pafdent they willafterwards need no other im- 
gortynity but that of their own longings: the 
Expiration of that definit time will prove the be- 


-- - 


Te{gioning of an indefinit; and their reſolutions will 
Wikaye no other limit but their lives. For certainly 
Tcre is not in all the whole myſtery of Godlineks 
T3 all the Occonomy of the Goſpel, 1o expedite, 
EI infallible a means of growth im Grace, asa fre. 
| | nent and worthy participation of this bleficd $a- 


Eframentz I cannot therefore more pertinently 
&::] gloſe thisSeQion, then with this exhortationto it, 
SÞþy which they will not only compleat all their 
Revotions, crown and hallow the reſt of their 
mEDblations to God, but they will be advancedallo 
ann all parts of practical Piety : for tho this and 
1aWther ſacred Offices be perform'd in the Church, 
the efficacy of them is not circumſcribed within 
thoſe walls, but. follows the devout foul through 
onal! rhe occurrences of humane life. | 
ny. 74. She that has intently conſider'd the pre- 
wcnce of God in the Sanquary ,. has learnd ſo 
1 -much ofhis ubiquity, that ſhe will not ealily forget 
colgyt in other places, and ſhethat remembers: that the 
00g Fill necd no gther guart Ittleovre her innocehge, 
2 
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no hes ntertiveto! animate herend eavors.thi 
the is yiew'd-by him who js equally powerkill Mac 
puniſh'or reward, who regards not the perionsd ft 1 
the mighty, nor cinbe awed into the conmivani ir 
of Frirvy Indeed'a ſerious advertence tothe Uſe 
vittePrefence, is the moſt certaio curb to all c w 
orderly appetites,” as on the contrary 1 the tiatf 
ving God befote their cies, ts'in Seripture't 
comprehenfive deſcription of themoſt wretchle lor 
profligated ſtate of fin, It concerns'therefore's re re 
thoſe who aſpire,to true Picty'to nouriſh thi to 
awful ſenſe in ther hearts, as that which'willk FE cat 
enable them to praftice the Apoſtles advice; 2 Coftihpo 
7. I: :To cleayſe' themſelves from all filthineſs It 
the feſp and ſpirit, and to perfe@F bolinejs in re fel of 
of G 
75: Tam ſen blethat this Section is fpury cut-t 12 
A length very uriproportionable to the formery{em 
but as the principal* wheel in an artificial move} ® 
ment 'tnay be-allowed'a balk ſomwhat anſwerabſE 
to its ule; ſo upon the ſame account, the fize 0 fic 
thisis not unjuſtifablez the Piety which this: d&{V 
ſigns to recommend'being the one -neceſlay thingFic 
which muſt influetite all'other endowments. ' Welthe 
know the courſeireſetmblance' $0Jomon makes of Po, 
faly woman” without: diſcretion, that" ſhe' 3s -like «| 
ewe" of gold in-4 Jwines ſnout; Prov. 11. 12. but 
yan hae diſcranton if ay ſuch could be) with- 
oltt!Ptery were but the' Lang one jewel more,ex- 


Follagranectier i Valuable ting to the ſame 2 
| cable 


1 


. E- - 5 Wane: 


———_- 


| Of Pzety. I41 


© EIS 


\eefable ridiculous uſe, But to ſpeak truly there is 
Ho real diſcretion, where there 1s no Religion: and 


 ] : 


/ 
Fltherefore Solomon ſeems in this place to under- 
&Ifand by it that praQical Wiſdom, which in the fa- 
4 ) ered Dialect (his writings eſpecially ) is equiva- 
GFknt to the fear of the Lord: *Tis true, there may 
Whhe a rallying wit to ſcoff and abuſe, a ſerpentine 
WIWilineſs to undermine and deceive, but that ſort 

of Wiſdom ( like that of Achitophel) finally con- 
firerts into fooliſhneſs, does very often appear to 
z#0do fo in this life, but muſt certainly in thenext, be- 
FIauſc it builds upon a falle bottom, prefers tem- 
Aſporal things before eterna). And as neither beau- 

ty nor wit ( thetwo celebrated accompliſhments 
#4Jof women ) ſo will neither Greatneſs and Honour 


'h * any advantage without Piety, 'twill only (as 


* 
w, 
: 


{hath been already obſerved) make them more ex- 
5 emplary ſinners, inflame the account, and ſo ex- 

poſe them to a greater degree of condemnation, 
{for ſure 'tis not their Sex that will reſcue them - 
Ffom the diſmal denunciation of the Wiſe man, 
$9:1/4.6.6. Mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented. 
aFlconclude all with another irrefragable maxim of 
/ellthe ſame Author, Whether one be Kich, Noble, or 
"af Poor, their Glory i the Fear of the Lord. 
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| PART IL SECT. I. 
Of 4 irpins, 


;, ESSEAE have taken a view of thoſe 
1 AR Va gcneral qualifications, which are 
| at once the duty and the orna- 
| ment of the female' Sex, con» «+ 
| fider'd at large. Theſelike the com- 
| mon Genus involve all ; but there 
garealſo ſpecifick differences, ariſing from the ſeve- 
Fra circumſtances and ſtates of life ; ſome whereof 
Yay exact greater degrees even of the former vir- 
F'ves, and all may have ſome diſtin& and peculiar re- 
Yquiits adapted to that particular ſtate and conditi- 
9: and of theſe our propoſed method engages us 
$Þow toconfider,. Humane life 1s fall of viciflitudes 
aud changes, ſo that 'tisimpoſiible to enumerate all 

| BE Aa the 
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the leſler accidental alterations to which it 1s lyable, 
But the principal and moſt diſtin ſcenes, 1n which 
a Woman can be ſuppos'd regularly to be an actor, 
are theſe three , Virginity, Marriage and Wi- 
dowhood ; which as they differ widely from each 
other, ſo for the diſcharging their reſpective dus 
ties, there are peculiar cautions worthy to be ads 
verted to. 

2. Virginity 1s firſt in order of time, and if we will 
take St, Pauls judgment in reſpe& of excellence al- 
ſo, 1 Cor. 7. And indeed (he that preſerves her ſelf 
in that ſtate upon the account he mentions, ver(.33, 
that ſhe may care for the things that are of the Lord, 
that ſhe maybe holy both in body and in Spirit , de- 
ſerves a great deal of yeneration, as making one of 
the neareſt approaches to the Angelical State. And 
accordingly in the primitive times, ſuch a Virginity 


wh As Wo "> 289A 
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. - was had in alingulareſtimation, and bythe aflign-F 


m=nt of the Schoolmen, hath a particular coronet 
glory belonging toit. Nay even among the Heas 
thens, a conſecrated Virgin was lookt on. asa thing}. 
moſt ſacred. The Roman Veſtals had extraordinas 
ry priviledges allowed them by the State; and they 
were generally held in ſuch reverence, that Teſta: 
ments and other depoſitums of the greateſt tru; 
were uſually committed to their cuſtody, as to the, 
ſureſt and moſt inviolable SanQtuary. Nay thelt 
preſence was {o to 'convicted malefactors 3 the Ma 
giſtrates veiling their faſces when they appear'dy 
_ and giving up the Criminal to the commanding 1tÞ 
te:ceſiion of Virgin innocence. 4 
3. 
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Sect. 1. 
_- 3, As for the religiousorders'of Virgins in the 
preſent Roman Church, though ſome and thoſe 
very great abufes have crept in ; yetI think 'twere 
toibe wiſh'd, that thoſe who ſuppreſt them in this 
'nation, had confin'd themſelves within the bounds 
, | ofa reformation, by chooſing rather to refifie and 
"regulate, then aboliſh them. - 
4.' But though there benot among us ſuch ſoci- 
eties;/ yet there may be N#zs who are not profeſt. 
$he who hath devoted her heart to God, and the 
better to ſecure his intereſt againſt the moſt infinu- 
ating Rival of Humane Love,ihtendsto admit none, 
and prayes that ſhe'may not 3 does by thoſe hum- 
ble purpoſes confecrate her felt to God : and per- 
haps more acceptably then if her preſumption 
ſhonld make her more poſitive, and engage her in . 
a vow ſheis not ſure to perform, 
$, ,But this is a caſe does ndt much need ſtatin 
- mour Clime, wherein women are ſo little tranſpor- 
ted with this zeal of voluntary Virginity,that there . 
28 are but few can find patience for it when neceſfary. 
An old maid is now thought ſuch a curſe , as no 
Poetic fury can exceed ; lookt onas the moſt cala- 
mitous creature in nature. And I (> far yield to the 
- opinion, as to confeſs it ſo tothdſe who are kept in 
hefj that ftate againſt their wills : but ſure the original 
ery \ of that miſery is from the deſire, not the reſtraint 
yl of Marriage : letthem but ſuppreſs that once, and 
<F theother will never be their infelicity. But I muſt 
notbeſo unkind tothe Sex, as to think 'tisalwayes 
fach defire that gives them averſion to Celibacy 3 


Aa? I doubt 


- 
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- I doubt not many are frighted only with the Vul- 
gar contempt under which that ſtate lies: for which 
if there be no cure, yet there is the ſame armor [the 
againſt this which is againſt all, other cauleleſs're-:| mc 
proaches, viz. to contemnit. Yet Iam alittle apt | w] 
to believe there may be a prevention in the caſe. If Þfri 
the ſuperannuated Virgins would behave them-' tr: 
ſelves with gravity: and reſervednels, addict them- Þ th 
 - ſelves to the ſtricteſt vertue and piety, they would I ra 
give the world: ſome caule to believe, 'twas not | pr 
their neceſſity but their choiſe- which kept them J th 
unmarried ; that they were pre-engag'd to a better; Þ ric 
Amour; eſpouſed to a ſpiritual Bridegroom : ayd Þ ni 
this would give them among the ſoberer fort, 'at'Þ gi 
leaſt the reverence and eſteem of Matrons.- Or if 
after all caution and endeavour, they chance to fall & 
under the tongues of malicious {landerers; this | 
no more then happens in all other inſtances of to 
duty-: and if contempt be to be avoided, Chriſtianis. 
ty it ſelf muſt be quitted, as well as virgin Chaſtity. 
But if onthe other {ide they endeavour to diſguiſe: 
their age, by all the impoſtures and gaieties of/a" 
youthful dreſs and behavior, if they ſtill herd them-J ti 
ſelves among the youngeſt and vaineſt company, | w 
betray a young mind in an aged body this muſt cer- 1 
tainly expoſe them to ſcornand cenſure. If noplay, 

no ball, or dancing meeting can eſcape them, -peo»t 
ple will undoubtedly conclude that they deſire toi 
put off themſelves, ta meet with- chapmen, who 
ſo conſtantly keep the fairs, Iwiſh therefore they 
would more univerlally-try the former cp Ct 
WIL E212; ct: 4 Sia t: 0.4 4 to TE I el which { 
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which Lam confident is the beſt amulet agatnſt the 
reproach theyifo much dread, and may alſo deliver 
them from the danger of a more coftly remedy, I 


{mean that of an unequal and imprudent match , 


which many have ruih'd upon as they have ran 
frighted from the other, and ſo by an unhappy con- 
tradition, do both ſtay.Jong and marr y haſtily;gall 
their neck to ſpare their;ears, and run-into the yoke 
rather then hear ſo ſhght-and unreaſonable a re- - 
proach. They need not, I think, be upbraided with 
the folly of ſuch ancleQion, ſince their own 'expe> 
rience is ( to many of them.,) but too ſevere a mo- 
nitor. T-ſhall not infaſt farther.on this;:þut having 
given the elder Virgins that enſign of their ſeniort- 
oF as to ſtand firſt in my diſcourſe, I ſhall now ad- 
drefs more'generally to the reſt. 


- 6. And here the two grand eleqtents eſſential 


| to the Virgin ſtate are -Modeſty and Obedience; 


which though neceſlary to all,yet are in a more emi- 
nent degree requir'd here 3 and therefore, though 
Fhave ſpoken largely of the vertue of Medeſfty 1n 


J the firſt part of this trad&, yet it will, not be-imper- 
F tinent to make ſome farther reflections oh it, by 
JI way of application to Virgins, in whom: modeſty 
| ſhould appear in its ___ elevation, and ſhould 
{| comeupto Shamefacednels. Her look, her ſpeech, 


her whole behaviour ſhould own an humble diſtruſt 


»J-of herſelf; ſhe is to look on her ſelf, but as a no-+ 


vice, a probationer in the. world, and muſt take 
this time, rather to learn and obſerve, then to di- 
Rate and preſcribe; Indeed there is ſcarce any thing 
LETS RE F. bets T8 - looks 
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looks moreindecertt,thenito ſee a'young mail roy yo 
forward and confident'in heritalk. Tis the opinion int 
of the Wiſeman; Ecclef, g2, 8. 'that 4 young mal (el 
ſhould ſearrerſpeak,though twice asked, in proportion] we 
t5 which, 'twill fure:not become a young woman un 
whoſe Sex:puts her 'under-greater reſtraints, to bd thi 
etther-importurtate or {terial in her diſcourſe] yy 
And thoughithat which former Ages called bold] th 
neſs, is now only aſſuratice and good breeding, yet it; 
we-have'feety ſuch bad :Superſtruftures npon that th 
foundation, asfure will wot)fmuch recommend ittdf] oh 
any conſidering perſon. fn - 
7. .Butthere: is 'another breach of Modeſty afl th 
itrelatesto' Chaſtity, in which they.are yet mar N 


y 


eſpecially.concera'd. The very name of Virgin im 

orts a molt critical-nicene(s:in that pojne. Every 
indecent curidfity, or impure fancy, isa deftowring] af 
ofthe mind; and every the leaſt corruption of thenf cg 
gives ſomedegrees of defilement to the body too? fy 
for 'between' the ftateofpure immaculare Virginity] ri 


and artant proſtitution there are many intermedidf} w 
ſteps, and fhe' that makes ahy of them, is fo far d&}} fi 
parted from her-firt integrity. She that liſtens wh] th 
any wanton diſcourſe, hath violated hereares 5 (ef ti 
that ſpeakes 'any; 'her tongue 5 every immodellÞ} w 


glance, vitiatesher eye-z/ and every the lighteſt af 

of dalliance leaves ſomething of ſtain-and ſullapkh th 

behind'1t, There is therefore'a moſt rigorous ca} af 

tion requiſiteherein: for as nothing is more cleatiff b 

and: white then a perfect Virginity , ſo every thi m 

jeaſt ſpot or tozl .is the. more diſccraible. by W 
you 


o 
of | LS 
cpm__—_—__ 9 _ - — 


HS. I, Of Firgom, 1 00 7 


09] youth is for themoſtipartflexible,, andeafily,warps. 
on} ntoa-crookedneſs, andtherefore can never ſet jt. 
#4] ſelf toq far from atemptation. Our tender bloſſoms. 
owe are fain to: skreen and.ſhelter, becauſe every / 
1 unkindly air nips. and: deſtrotes-them.z, and \no-. 
thing can;.be more-nice anddelicate then/a maiden; 
ſ] yirtue, which ought not to be! expos'd -to/any of: 
&] thoſe malignant :airs which may blaſt and corrupt 
Ef it, of which God knows thereare too many, ſome 
iff that blow from within, and others - from: with- 
toy outs | | 
\9. Ofthe firſt ſart there 1s none more.miſchievous : 
af then Curioſity, a temptation which foil'd humane 
tf Nature even in Paradile: and therefore ſure a feeble 
mJ girle ought not to.truſt hex (elf with that which ſub- 
dved her better. fortified parent. The: truth-1s,- an- 
ngÞ affected ignorance cannot be ſo blamable in other 
caſes-2s itns:commendable!in this,' .Jadeed it-13 the: 
02] ſareſt and moſt invincible guard; forſhe who is cu- 
9 rious to: know indecent: things, 'tis odds but ſhe 
id will too ſoanand toodearly-buy the learning. The 
SI fupprefling and deteſting all! ſuch. curiolities-/ is : 
of therefore that eminent fundamental piece of con- 
Key tinence I would recommend to them, as that which - 
ay will protec and ſecureallthe reſt. 
any - 9. But:when: they have ſet this: guard upon 
ey themſelves, they : muſt;.provide againſt forreign 
wy aflaults too 3 the moſt dangerous whereof I take to 
ad becill Company, and Idleneſs. Againſt the firſt they 
ay muſt proyide by a prudent choiſe of converſation, 
5 which ſhould generally: be.of their owa Sex; yet-. 
| not 
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not all of that tieither, but ſuch who wilb at leaſt 

etitertain them | innocently , 1f not profitably, 

Againſt the ſecond they may ſecure themſelves by 

a \ conſtant ſeries of emploiment': I mean not? 

ſuch frivolous ones as are more idle then doing” 

| nothing 3 but ſuch as are ingenious, and ſome way" 
worth their time, wherein as the firſt place is to be? 
given to the offices of piety, fo in the intervals of: 
thoſe, there are divers othets, by which they may” 
not unuſefully fill up the vacancies of their time; 
ſach are the acquiring of any of thoſe ornamental” 
improvements which become their quality,as Wri- 

' ting, Needle-works, Languages, Mulick, or the' 
like. If T ſhould here inſert the art of Oeconomy' 
and Houſhold Managery , I ſhould not think I 
affronted them in it 3 that being the moſt proper” 
ferninine buſineſs, from which neither wealth not* 

. greatneſs can totally abſolve them; and alittle ofs 
the theory in their Parents houſe, would much afliſt' 
them towards the praQick when they come to their" 
own. Ina word thereare many parts of knowledg” 
uſeful for civil as well as divine life 3 and the'im- 
proving themſelves in any of thoſe is a rational! 
emploiment. ' 
Io. But I confeſs I know not how to reduce to” 

that head many of thoſe things which from diver-" 

\ | tiſementsare now ſtept up to the ſolemn bufis 

* neſs of many young Ladies, (and [ doubt of ſome® 

old ; ) ſuch is in the firſt place gaming, a recreation® 

whoſe lawfulneſs I queſtion not,. whilſt it keeps 
within the bounds of a recreation : but when it ſets* 
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day at, nay donorallow themſelves thatreihiflion 


| tothem noday of reſt, bur rhis trade goes ohwhen 


40ger) bur [much doubt thar plea, rr 4" 


i young Ladies. 


1H bur I fear they often leave il! impreflions bebin 


; by'an untvepy yiriverſtotr, a cop y 


4 no of Git rriumph Nedury, that has [ ki 
J for how! #arly captiyd Rolghis proſtrate oe 
.t0 foet; flie will probad] eternbredt ot nk it a ne 


| thing; ahEthay {(cflle&F6% mich itfoofes time,” 
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. up for a calling, | know not whence itdetives its 


licenſe. And a calling ſute irſeems robe wich ſome, 
a laborious one roo, ſuch as they toil night atid 


which the laws both of God and man have provi- 
ded for the meaneſt methanic: the Sabbath is 


all ſhops are ſhur.” 1 know not how they fatisfy 
themſelves in ſuch an habitual waſt of re Aer time 
(belides all the incidental faulrs of ayarice and 


is; which paſſes wichthem, will ſcarce hold wel 
at his Tribunal,who has commanded usto de 
not fling a+ ay our 7c. 

it. There is another thing to which ſore de- , 
yore a veryiconſiderable part of theittithe, and th; : 
isrhereading Romatites, which ſects now to be 
r:oug>r the peculiar and only becomitg ſtudy © 
1 confeſs their youth may a Ad e 
adapricro them when rhey were children, L,, | 
wiſh rhey were al:v aics ih their cvetit as harmleſs; 


them.” © ' Thoſe atnotout paſſions, which'tis their 
delign-r0 >paint to'the utmoſt lite, are apr ts inli- 
nuare rhetfiſtlves inco their un wary Le, ang 
hall' roduce af, 


hen a fobt; ourtg cteature thatt;edd' 
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that has not yet ſubdu'd one heart: and theh her 
bukineſs will be to fpread her nets ; lav her toilsro 
catch ſomebody, who will more fatally enſnare 
her. And when {hc has once wound her ſelf into-an 
amour , thoſe Authors are. ſubril caſuiſts for all 
difficulr caſes that may occur in it, will inſtru& 
inthe neceſlary Artifigzs of deluding Parents and 
Friends, and pur her ruine perte&ly in her own 
wer. And truly this ſeems ro be ſo natural a coll 
ſrquent of this. ſort of ſtudy, .'that of all the divers 
riſements thatlook ſo innocently, they-can ſcarce 
fall upon any more hazardous. Indeed it is very 
difficult | ro Imaginc what vaſt miſcheit is don to the 
World, by the talle notions and images of things; f| tl 
particularly of Loye and Honvr,thole nobleſt con-J 2 
cer! S of human hte, repreſented in- theſe Mir-f © 
*bur when we conſider, upon what principles a 
the Duelliſts and HeQors ot the Age defend rheirÞ| it 
Qutrages,z ; and how great con iSpaid-to luſt, fi 
inſteadof vertuous Love;we can nor bero ſeck fix] t 
the 'Golpel which makes: theſe dottrines appeal { 
qfnodorx. 
12: Asfor the en' ertainments whieh hey fad h 
KF Eroey rhey may be innocent, or otherwiſe /a&|] t! 
cording as they are managed. The common entats 
courſe of Civility is adept to Humanity, andchere 
fore mutual: yiſirs may often be neceflary, | andi " | 
(in ſome degree) may. be ſeyeral harinleſs; a 
healchtul recreations which may call chem abroad 
for | write not now to Nuns,: and hayeno \purpalt 


ro confine them tO 2 Cloiſter. . Yet on ghe _ 
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ſide Ko be alwaics wandring,is the condition of a 
vagabond, and of the rwo 'cis better to be a Pri- 
ſoner ro ones hame, then a Stranger, Solomonlinks 


ic with ſome very unlaudable qualities of a Woman 
Prov. 7. 1t. that her feet abide not im her houſe , 
and 'tis an unhappy imporence not to be able to 


ſtay at home, when there is any thing to be ſeen 
abroad; that any mask, or revel, any jollicy of 
others mult be their cack and rormentr, if they can 
not ger to it. Alas ſuch meetings arenot ſo ſure ro 
be-lafe, that they had need be trequent, and they 
are of all others leaſt like ro be fate ro thoſe, who 


much dore on them: 'and therefore thoſe that find 


they do ſo, had need ro counterbials rheir minds, 
and (ſer them tro ſomthing bercer, and by moreſc- 
rious cntertainments ſupplant thoſe vanities, which 
atthe beſt are childiſh ; and may ofren prove worle; 
it being too probable that thoſe Dinah's which are 
ſtillgaddiog, tho onprerencero ſee only the daugh- 


ters ofthe land Ger. 34. may at leaſt meet with a 


ſon of Hamor. 

13, THERE isal{o another great devourer of time 
ſubſervient ro the former, | mean dreſling : for they 
that Love to be ſeen much abroad, will be ſure to 
be ſeen inthe moſt exat form. And this isan em- 
ploiment rhat does noc ſteal but challenge their 


time; what they waſt hereis cam Privilegts, it be- 


ing by the verdi& of this age the proper buſineſs, 


| the one ſcience wherein a young Lady is to beper- 


fetly verſt; ſo that now all yvertuous emulation is 


conyerred into this ſingle ambicion, who: (ball 


Bb 2 excel 


_ excel in this faculty, © A. vanity which } catteſs 
is more excuſable inthe youngeſt then the clder 
ſort » rhey being ſuppoſable noe yer to haye our-! 
worn the reliques of their childhood, to which 
toics and gajery were proportionable, Belidcs ris. 
ſure allowable npon-a foþerer account, tnat they 


who deſign Marriage ſhould give themtelves the. 


adyantage of decent ornaments , and not by the: 
negligent rudonols of their dreſs bely Nature, and/ 
rendes zthomſelves leſs amiable then-ſhe has made' 
them. Bur all this being granted, 'twill by ng4 
means juſtify rthar excellive curioſity and ſolicitude, 
that expence of time and mony too which is now! 
ufed; a very moderate degree of all thoſe wilt{erve! 


for thaverdinary decency which they needp:ovide | 


for, will keep themfromrhe reproch of anafteded; 
ſingularity, which is as much as a fober perſon. 
need-take care for. And I mult rake leave to ſay," 
that morder to a marriage, ſuch a moderation is 
mucu likelier ro ſucceed thenthe contrary extravas 


gance, Among the prudenter ſort of men Lamſure# 


ris, if it be-nor among the laoſe and vain, againſt: 
which 'rwill be their guard, and ſo do. them the\, 


greater {orvice: tor certainly be rhat chooſcsa wite: 
tor thoſe qualities for which a wiſe man would re«, 
ſuſe her, underſtands fo-lictle what marriage is, as! 
portends no greatfelicity to her that ſhall haychim./ 


Bur if they defire ro marry men of ſobriety and dis 
ſcrerion, they areobfigedin juſtice ra bring the lame! 
qualities they expeS,ay dich will be yery-ill eviden-" 
Ny vine Copano rs now 'peqnot 

Sig | | & 
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; 14. For tofpeaka plainſtho perhaps ungraceful) 
eruth, this ( Saks with lane o the modifſh 
libertics now in uſe ) isit, which keeps ſo many 
young Ladies about the Townunmarricd 'cill chey 
lole rhe epither of young. Sober men are afraidto 
venture upon a humorfo diſagreeing rotheir own, 
leſt whilſt (according to the primitive realon of 
marriage) they ſeck a help, they eſpoule a ruinc. 
Bur this is eſpecially dreadful ro a plain Country 
Gentleman, who looks upon one of theſe fine 
women. as a Gaudy Idol, ro whom it he once be- 
come a yotary, he muſt ſacrifice a great parr of his 
forrune, and all his content. How reaſonable rhar 
apprehenſion is, the many wracks of conſiderable 
families do too evidently arreſt. BurIpreſumeſome 
ofthenicer Ladies have ſuch a contemrofany thing 
that they pleaſe to call ruſtic, that they will nor 
much regret the averting of rhoſe whom they ſo 
deſpiſe. They will not perhaps while they are in 
purſuit or hopes of others; but when thole fail, 
theſe will} be lookrt on as a welcome reſcrve, and 
therefore twill be no prudence ta cut themlelves 
4 off from-rhavlaſt reſort, leſt they ( as many have 
done ) berake themſelves romuch worſe. For asin 
many inſtances 'cis the Country which fecds and 
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as} mairitains the grandeur of the Town),ſo of all com- 
nl merces there, marriage would ſooneſt fail, if all 
is} Rurab ſupplies were cur off. 

Ve 


5: Bur I have purſued this ſpeculation farther 
| then perhaps my virgin readers will thank me for ; 

'{ 1 ſhall return ro that which it was brought to in- 
q YO | "wh 
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force,and beſeechthemiharitnottoMen,yet to ap- 
prove themſelyes to God, they will confine them» | 
ſelycs in the matter of thcir dreſs within the due lis | , 
mits of decency and ſobricty.l ſhallnordireQrhem | | 
to thoſe ſtrit rules which Terrull;zan and ſome orher p 
ofthe ancient Fathers have preſcribed inthis mar-'J |, 
ter; my petition is only thar 'our virgins would at || y 
leaſt ſo rake care of their bodies, as Perſons thar I 
alſo have a ſoul; which it they can be perſwaded I 4 
ro, they may reſerve much of their rime for more | , 
worthy uſes then thoſe of che Comb, the Tuillers, I & 
and the Glaſſe. And truly 'cis nor a lJictle their p 
concern to do. ſo, for this ſpcing of their age 1s} 4 
that critical inſtant that muſt either confirm or Þ 4 
blaſt che hopes of all the ſucceeding ſeaſons. The Þ| 7 
minds of young people are uſnally compared to af 
blank ſheer of paper, equally capable of the belt | . 
or the worſt impreſſions; "cis picty they ſhould be 
fil'd with childiſh ſcrawls, and little infigaificant 
figures, bur "tis ſhame and horror they ſhould be 
ſtaind with any vicious charaGers, any blots of 
iwpurity or diſhonor. To prevent which let the 
ſevereſt notions of modeſty and honor be early and 
deeply imprelſtupon their ſouls, graven as with the 
point of a Diamond, rhat they may be as indelible 
as they arc indiſpenſibly neceflary to the virgin 
ſtate. 4 
16. THERE 1s allo another very requiſite quality 
and thatis Obedience The younger ſorr of virgins 
arc ſuppoſed to have parents, or it any has bin (6 
unhappy as to lople them'carly, they commonly 
are 
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arc lett in the charge of ſome frichd « orguardian, 
that is to ſupply the race ſo that they catinor be 
to ſeek tro whom' this obcdience is to be' paid. 

| Andirt is not more their duty _thentheir intefeſt to 
"| payit. Youth is aptrobe fooliſh in irs deſigns, and 
* | heady inthe purſuit of them ,; and there canbe no- 
L | thing more bn wc then to have it left'to its 
TY felt. Andrt refore God, who permits not even 
| | the brutes to flirts their young ones rill they 
©} arrain ro the erfeQtion of rheir kind, ' has pur 
4, | children under the guidance and proteQion of their 
C | parents, *cill by che maturing ot their judgments 
5 J they arequalified ro betheir own conduttors. Now | 
Tf this Obedience ( as char which is due ro' all 
CY other ſuperiors) is to Extend ir felt ro all things 
a} that are cither good or indifferent, and has no 
{it} clauſe of EXCeption, but enlywhere the commandis 
X f| unlawful. And in ſowide a ſcene of aftion'there 
nt} will occur ſo many particulaggccafions of ſubmiſ- 
be} fion, rhar they had necd have a grear reverence of 
of Þ their parents judgments, and diftruft of their own, 
he Andit it ſhould happen that ſome parents afe tiot 
nd $ qualified to give them the former, yer the genieral 
ne F imbecittiry of their age, will remain a conſtant 
ck groundof the later: fo tharthey may fafelicr ven- 
mrethemſelves to their parents miſguidance, then 
theis own; by how much the errors of burniliry ahd 
'obedience, are lefle malignant then theſe of pte- 


JF ſumtion and arrogatice 2h 


2.;Bu' this isa dodrine whichwill fcarce 
for-orthodox with wany of the young wot 
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_ ourdaies, with whom'tis prejudice cnough againſt 
 theprudenteſt advicethar ir comes from their;pa+ 
reats. *Tis the grand ingenuity of theſe times 
rucn every thing into Ridicule; . and if a girle can 
but rally ſmartly upon the: ſober admionition of a 

parens,, ſhe concludes ſhe is the abler perſonitakes 
her ſelEfor a wit, and the orher for atop; ( abugs 
bear word deviſed to fright all ſeriouſneſs and ſos. 
briery ourof the World; ) and learns not only ta 
diſobey burtto-contemn. Indeed the great confi, 
dence that. youth. now ſeerns to have of its ſelf,asip 
15.ycty indecent,lq isit extremely pernicious. Chily 
dren that will attemr to- go! alone betore theig 
yme, oft getdangerous falls; and w hen thoſe wig 
are bur littic removed from children, ſhall caſt off 
the,wiler conduct of others, the y.otr ſadly milcarry 
18. 1 know this age has ſo: great a contemt of 
the former, "IE « on marter.of ſcorn to alledg. 
any of their cuſtom z Clle I ſhould ſay that the:li4 
ermies that are raken now, would then bave bit 
artled. ar, They thar ſhould- then: have: ſeen 
yqung maid ratbling abroad-withouthermathew 
or lame. other prudent perſon, would haye lodk 

< 04.8 ſtray,..and thought it bura neighbor 

office to have brought her home whereasnow:ril 


ors to lee them in any. gampany graver the 
Ve -,andi(he thar goeb with her-:pare | 

(yu it beſuch a parent asis-as: wild ax lhex{cldF}Y 0 
inks. he dogs hys walk abtoad, with-her jaibothY 
"there 456-19 ſonal milghiots thor ancll 3 
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this liberty, tor it leaves rhem perfeRly to the 
choiſe of their company, athing ot roo weighty an 
imporrance for giddy headsto determin; who will 

*belſure ro elect tuch as are of rheir own humor, with 
whom they may keep up a traffic of little imperti- 
nencics and rrifling enterrainments; and ſoby con- 
ſequence condemmrhcmſelvesnever rogrow wiler, 
which they might do- by an ingenuous coaverſa« 
tion. Nay 'cis well ifthat negative il]bethe worlt, 
tor it gives opportunicy to any thar haycilldeligns 
upon chem. Ir will be cafy getting into their com=- 
pany, who haye no guard to keep any body out, 
and as caſy by lictle compliances andflarteriestoin= 
ſinuare into their g (od graces, who have notthg 
ſagacity to diſcern to what inſtdious purpoſes thoſe 
blandiſhmenrs are direted; and when they once 
begin ro nibble ar the bait, ro be pleaſed with the 
Courrſhip, 'tis great odds they do noreſcape the 
hook. 1 
4.18. ALas how tnaty poor innocent creatures 
ih} have bin thus indiſcernibly enſnared 3 have ar ficſk 
+ perhaps only liked rhe wit and raillery, perhaps 
a the language and addreſs, then rhe treedora and 
*$ood bumor; 'cillatlaſt they come rolikerheper- 
ef fon. Ir is therefore a moſt neceſlaty caution for 
righ young women, nor to truſt coo much et» cheit own 
a conduct, burro own their dependaunce on rhole,rg, 


}: z | 
d i C T | God and nature has lubjeted them, and 0. 
:bok on ic nor as theirreſtrainc and burden, , butas, 
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th 0 ſhelterand proteQion. For where oncethe 


LAS 2" 


© of Wo OO rs et et ns 


—- a. 


"HY 


is 1 
T 
» 


d axgonry) of: 2 Parent .cames ro be delpis'd, tho in 
& -"oy .. Cc ”—_ 


; , 


« 
_ - 
bs 4 + 


18 THE LADIES CALLING. PaxT IT. | 
- the lighteft inſtance, ir Jaies the toundation of 
- ttmoſtdifobedicnce.She that will notbe preferib'd 
to inthe choile of her ordinary diverting compa; 
fy, will leſs be fo in choſing the fixt companion 
of hetlife; and we find it otten cyentually true; 
thatthoſe who govern themſelves in the former, 
witinot be govern'd by t (cir friends in the later, 
bue by preetigagements of their own preyent th elt 
eleRions for them. FO 
20, AND this is oncof the higheſt injutiesthe 
can do thei parents, who have fuch anartiveri 
. m'thern, that'tis no leſs an injuſtice then dilobe 
diencec to dilpole of themſelves withour them. This 
he of the parent is ſo urdoubred, that' we find 
4 bimfelFgives way co ir,and v illnort ſuffer the 
Moſt holy pterence, no not that of a vow, to 
invadeir, agwemay ce his ou nſtating of the cale 
30. Anb. How will hethen reſentir, ro haverhis 
ſo indiſpenſiblea law violated upon the impalletf 
an impotent paſſion, an amorous inclination? 
Nor isthe folly leſs then the fin : they injure an 
aMiQ their parenrs, but they generally ruine and 
undothemſelves. And tharupon a double account, 
firſtas tothe ſecular parr. | Thoſe that are ſoraſh 
as to make ſuch matches, | catinor be irriaginedlbF 
ptovident as to examine how agreable'*ris ro thelt 
tereſt; or rocontrive for ay thing beypnd rh 
marriage. 'The thoughts of their turute rempordl. 
conditions (like thole of rhe crertal) can find 


room amidſt their fooliſh Taptutes; bur as if love 


Wete indeed that Deiry which the Poers feignet, 
JF they}. 
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they dependaon it ir for all, and rake no farther Care. | 

f | Andtfent dos commonly roo foon inſtruftthem ip | 

dT} the deceirfulncſs of thar rruſtilove being {lo unable 

7 | 50 ſupport themytharir cannot maingainirs lelf; bur 

h Tick y. expires. when it has brought the low 

1 | into thoſe firaits, from whence ic cannot rc (cy 

+ |-rhem. . So tharindeed jr docs but play:the decs 

, | wich chem,. brings them into the naole and. oY 

retires, . . For when ſecular wants begin to pinch 

; | them, All the tranſpores of their kindneſs doe uly- 

1 ally convert into, mutual accyſarions, for HIYA 
3p cach other milerable. 
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1 Andra. das purple le is be. laid, as 45 
"y anenal - tharthey Fer go Fn 
ny al of marriage Wace5h hem fromi apy, otbar bang; 
Vi bur Ne ham any wy PIs is made., divert 
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not fear to avow his deſign to them; and there- 
fore if he decline rhar , 'tis a certain ſymprom; 
he is conſcious of ſomrhing t.at he knows will nor. 
give a valuable conſideration ; fo that this courſe; 
will repel no ſuitor bur ſuch as it is rheir intereſt” 

| Norto admit, Befides tis moſt agreable tg! the vir- 
Enmod ſty, which ſhonld make niarriage an a® 

Ather of their obedicnte then their choife; and 
ey char think their friends too flow paged inthe 
rhatrer, and fetk ro outran them, give'caufe to, 
falpett chey ate ſpurr'd gn by forawhat-roo warn 
delires. : 2 TD. 32545 eas p | : 

"22. Bot as aDavughter'is neither t6 anticiparey 

- Hof contraditt rhe wilt of tier Parent; fo [to hang 
theballance even) I muft fay ſhe is not'bbJiged k. 
farce hex owhi, by marryitig Where ſhe cannigrloves 
Jor I-rieganiye yoice in the cafe is fure 45 6h the 
hilds right -as*che Parents, ' It is ctag ſhe ought | 
well co cxatrime rhe grounds bf her wh on and. 
ny ey prove: only: clulgdiſh-and fancit 2 thoul& 

endeavot rocgriet them byreaton angtober corny 


- 
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ſiderarion 3'biie it after 'all' ſhe” eantorTeave, hy 
hate, ,] rhink {he'fhould nor procced r& marry; F} 
thintels Ties 5&thow ſhe can withouralacrilegious: 


.Wi 3a” 


pocrily,” vow fo ſolemnly toloye where them Þ i 
Inftaritatiallyabhotrs:and wherethe married} n 
Kite is begin, wick fuch/aperjucy, fits tro'wondep, Þ i 
find ir continzegor;arthe lame race; tharochan Þ x 
itts of the Vow be*alf&F tolared "and char ſhe Þ| a 
blerye the negative parts more. theti the poſts ; 


Bye, 4nd'ss"Hltde torlake"6thers ,*is ſhe dow 
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= deave _ Thear this isueorn: 
ce whereof there are roo wiany fad inſtanges 

| now exrant; fortho doubtleſs; thete arelome Ver: 
| res which will hold our againſt af the remigthons 
- | cheiraverſtons can give, nay Which do ar laſt 8ybn 
| conquer choſe ayerſions, and rerider theie duryas 
ealy as they have kept it fafe;" yet! we find here 

| #&bur ſorne that doo ; rharit 15'no inſeparable 
propetry of the ſex, and therefore iris lure toolwa. 
zatdous an NE OI for any of them! ro veriare 
on. "od. 
"22, AnDif they may not upon the more gene 
tous motive of Obedience, rhuch leſs may. ttiey 
| upon the worſe inducements of 'Avarice and An\- 
bition ; for a woman co make a vow rothe man, 
2nd yet inrend only/ro marty'his forrunc, or his 
title, is'the baſeſt infincerity and ſuch as itv ary 
- other kind of civil conrrats,' woul 4 not only have 
rhe infamy bar the puniſhmenr ot a' chear-7/ Nor 
Will 3 ir all ſecure them, that if this is onlytiabte 
"toGods tribunal, for that is'1iot like ro m.ike the 
{4 dooinleſs but more heavy, it bein 1g as the Apoſtle 
"| wimelles, 4 fearful rhing 70 fall imro the hanis 'of 
& | te iving God. Heb.-10.\31. Ih-a word, matriage 
il 'isGods ordinance,and ſhould be conlider'd as fuch; 
0 not made a ſtale to any unworthy delign. And 
- it may well be preſum'd one cauſe uv hy ſlo few 
\qrermy are happy, that they are not built upon 
right foundatiun. Some are grounded upon 
wezlth, ſome on beaury, roo ſandy borroms God 
; oP ro raiſe any laſting felicity on: whilſt in the 
y interim, 
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inner Pn anly(elid Baſis for thy 
perro Tartu ge /6pr ce-gver.conlider'd. W-. 
God is commonly left qur of. the conlultation. The 6 
Lawyers arceeforredzo, tolegmrethe ſertlementy 
all-orrs. of Artifizers ro. make, up, the equipagy,. 
bur he is neither. advis'd with as co the motives]... 
par:ſcarce ſupplcared a5toghg event of weddin | 
Indeed tis adeplorable fightioſce with whay lighe}*. 
neſs an uncoucernedaeſs young poople g9.59 + | 
weighticſtattion, of gheir lives; char 8 marriage d 
is buta kind of Bacchanal,a more licenſed avowg 
reyel, when, it they duly .Gandider'd. it ;. is . | 
| hinge upon which #heir furare tife;moves, »hif 
+ turnsthem overto:a happy ormilerable being; 
therefore ought ro beencer'd yponwith the greats 
ſeriouſne(s and devotion. Our, Church, 4dvilg 
excellently in the preface t0:magrimony,and l wilt 
they would nor only giveitchehearing ar chexim 
bur make ir their, ſtudy a good while before. ; y 
and the marriage! yaw. tao, . which is.ſo ſtrict;at 
awfull a bond, ;that;methioks.they had need. val 
weigh eyery branch of ir, ert-they enter it. 5, 
"bythe fervenreſt praiers implore thar God, whol 
the witnels, to keqbeie — wo.in its par'l ; 
mance. 169 2G ae | 28 
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tell A ND now having condufted the virgin to 
al 7 Xthe entrance of another ſtare, I muſt ſhift 
1M the ſcene and attend her thither allp. And hero 
Mets lanched into a wide fea, that one relation of 
M4 wife drawing aftet it many others : for as ſhe 
I <|þouſes the man ſo ſhe does his obligations alſo; 
and wherever he by tics of nature or alliance owes 
a teverence or Kindneſs, ſhe is no leſs a debtor. 
-(@-Her marriage is an adoprion into his family, and 
ith therefore ſheis to every branch of it to pay what 
ned their ſtations there do reſpeRively require. To de- 

a fine which more particularly, would be a work of - 
M mote length then profir. Iſhall theretore confine 
al ie preſent conſiderationto the relation ſhe ſtands 
by in to her husband, and( whar is uſually concomitant 
of Vith that her children, and her ſervants, and fo 
(ob ſha} co nfider her inthe three Capacities of a Wife, 

1 * Mother, and a Miſtreſs. 


rfon is Love, , which we hnd {er as 
if pticieArcictein the' Marriage vow:apditide 
i th 
'Þ fly a 
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onthe mans part, and ; a Slavery « on the wom 1s 
"Tis Love only thar cements the hearts,and whert 
thar union is waiting, 'tis bur a ſhadow, 
caſs of marriage. Therefore as itis very neceflar) 
ro bring ſome degreeof this, to this Stare; ſo'rl 
no leſs :o maintain and improveit init. This is 
which faciliratesall other duties of marriage;make 
the yoke ſic ſolightly, thar ir rather pleaſes tha af 
worn It ſhouldtherefore berhe ſtudy of Wives tl 
Pieſtlve this flame; that like the veſtal fireic myo 
neyer goout: andto that endcarefully roguardal 
from all thoſe things which arc naturally apr of 0d 
extinguiſh it; of which kind arc all frowardneſ | be 
and little perverſneſs ot humor; allſullen and mo} yi 
roſe behavior, which by eaking oft from the deiff ir; 
light and complacency of converſation, ' will by Ai 
degrees wear off the kindneſs. 21 
3- Bur ofallI know nothing more dangerorf gh 
_ thenthatunhappy paſſi>n of Jealouſy, which hall ad 
tzs faidto be the child of love, yer like che viper up 
irs birch is the certain deſtruction otthe pareny fe 
5rherefore they muſt be nicely careful to ghz 
their husbands no celor, © lcaſt unbrage forirflfie 
fo ſhould they be as reſolute roreliſt all that occunſ 
rochemſelves, be (o far from that buſy curioſiry 
tharinduſtry to find cauſcy of ſuſpicion ; thatcvenlſ 
boat? they preſented themlelves they ſhoulWha 
heconkde eration, « put the moſt candid cl | 'j 
phone aftly doobttal; Cion. And indee A 
inchis inſlance,. has! nor more of the Day 9 
ae of: the Serpent. Ie is infinicly the wile 6A 
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of courſe, both in relation to her preſent « quiet, and 


her turure innocence-: The entertaining a jealous 
#] fancy, is the admitting the moſt treacherous the 
| moſt diſturbing inmare inchie Wotld,and ſhe opens 
cf her breaſt ro a tury thatlets it in.” [is cerrattily one 
a of the. moſt erichariting frenſics imaginable, keeps 
af her alwaies in a moſt reſtleſs irhportunate ſearch 
al afret chac which ſhe dreads and abhorsto find, and 
a makes her cqually miſerable when ſhe is injured, 

| = when ſhe is not. . 

It; 4. AND as ſhe -rorally looſes hereale, fo 'tis 
" et but ſhe will part alſo with ſome degtees of 
if her innocence. Jealouſy is cotnmonly atrended 

{| witha bl;ck-rrain; ir muſters all the forces of our 
pf iraſcible parr, ro aber its quarrel; Wrath and 
j1 Anger, Malice and Revenge: and by how much 

Mike fernale imporerice to govern thoſe paſſions is 
w the grearer; fo muchthe tore dangerous is it to 
I admic that which will Co ſurely ſer chem in' an 
pprore. For it Jeaonſy be as the wiſe man (aits rhe 

| Þ rage of 4 man Prov; 6. 32. we may well think. it 
may be the tury rhe madneſs of-a woman; and 
adecd all ages have given tragicalinſtances obir, 

X only inthe moſtindeceni: fiercenels andclamor; 

| \| tt in.the folemn miſcheits of atual revenges. Nay 
x krobedoubred there have bin ſome whole malice 
ones, and'have ruined 'cbemfſclves.in 

lags 2 bin addlterous by way of reraltation: 

c honors ſcandalous1iberties then thoſerhey 

complainedot in cheir busbands. And when fuch | 

: -——_—_ as yhiclc are theuluesof joaluuly'1 
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ir ought to keep women on the fir ftricte ſt guard 
againſt.jr. | þ-: 
5.” BuTperhapsjt may be ſaid that ſome are not 
left: ro their Jealouſy and conjeRtures; but hav 
more demonſtrative prouts. in this age 'tis indeed |; 
noftrangethingfor men to-publiſh their finas Sa | 
dons.and the 'oftender does fomerimes not dilcovet hi 
bar boaſt his crime. In this caſe 1 conſeſs*rwill by £* 
ſcarce poſſible to disbelieve him; bur even here 4; 
wifc has this advantage, that ſheis ourof rhe pai 
of Suſpence ; ;ſhe knows che urmioſt, and therefors 
is now at leſure ro convert all that induſtry whiclif 
ſhe would have uſed for the' diſcovery, to foriity* 
her ſelf againſt a known calamity ; which ſure (8 
may as well do in this as in any other a parien| id 
Submiſſion being the one- Catholicon in -all 'Þ 
ftreſſes;and as che ſhghreft can overv'helm us of © 
we add'our 0un IMPAticnce cowards our finkingi bag 
ſorhegreareſtcannor, if weUeny.ir thataid. The 
 afe therefore farinthe wrong, who in caſe of chi 
Jury purlue their husbands with'virulencies ati 
roches. This is as Solomon ſaies Pro 25. 2 f 
powring Vitiec upon witer,- applying corroſivs k 
'« 
£ 


whit balſomsaremoſt needed; w hereby rhey nd 
only cncreaſe 'cheir 'own ſnare, bur-render tf e 
- wound incurable. : They are nor thuriders ark \0 
earthquakes; bur ſoft gentle rains thar'clofe the © 
ſciflures of the'; ground 3 "and the breaches { | 
Wedlock wilt never be:cemented by: —_— | 
| loudoutcries.. Many men have bir madeorlt; q 
bur ſcarce .EVET _—_— better ak ;- for guile com | | 
norhid f? 


* (3 SE 44 "7 
I —— | | — NTT GE 
| chingmore then an opportunity of recrimina= 
44 ting ; and. where the husband can'accuſethe wives' 
i] bitterneſs , he thinks he'necd to other apology. 


————_— 


af {or his own luſt, s 
all: 6A Wrsz Diſſimulacion, or very.calim notice is 


og] furethelikelieſt means of reclaiming,forwheremen 
have not wholly pur off bumanity, there is anative 
ompaſſion to a meek ſufferer. We have naturally 
= regret toſeca Lambunder the knife; whereas 
-if the impatient roaring of a ſwine diyerrs our pitty; 
that Parience inthis caſe is as muchthe intereſt 
al # Purg EA |, A RICALNTS 
ing 6. 7+ BT there is another inſtance wherein rhat 
þ ure has a yer ſeyctct trial, and har is' when a 
th 4 ife lies under the caulcleſs jealouſies of the 
t pang ( I fay cauſclels, for it they be juſt 'ris nor 
1 4 much. a ſeaſon. for paticnce, as for repentance 
: k and reformation. ) This is ſure one of the greareſt 
0 £alamiries that can befalla verruous woman, who 
va 25. ſhe accounts nothing fo dear as her loialty and 
8-honor 3 ſo rhinks no infelicity. can equall the 
alperſing of thoſe; clp Pally when 'tis from him, 

J io whom he harbiacke molt ſolicirous ro approve 
her ſelf.” Yer God who permirs nothing bur what 


directs to lome wiſe and gracious end, has an 


Te - 


_ 
= 
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af overtuling hand in. this as well as in all other 

i} events oflite ; and therefor it becomes cyery wo- 
nan in that condition, to examine ſtridtly whar 
5don to provoke ſo ſevere a ſcourge; for 


_ 


babe heart, condemn her nor of any fallnels ra 
- +" "0b © alties 
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8. And whenthe bath made'this penitent rel 
fletion other real guilts, the may thei with morgſy 
courage encounter thoſe imaginary ones whichare} 
charged on her; wherein ſhe is to uſe all ptudeni}} 
and regular means for her juftification, rharbeingſt 
a debr-ſhe ows to truth, and her own fatne 3 buf th 
if after all, rhe ſuſpicion remaips ſtill fixed { aj Cl 
commonly thole.which are the moſt unreafonabla]it 
are che molt obſtinare ) ſhe may ſtill ſolace ber {ell} ti 
in her integrity, and Gods apprpbation of jr. Nog hi 
ought ſhe ro think her ſelf deſolate, thar bas helfy 
appeal one ro-Heaveri. Thetctore whilft' (he call 
look both inward and upward with conifort, why 
(hould ſhe chooſe to fix her cits anly, on the 6bjeRſ 
ot her grief ; and whilſt her, own &qm Jaiat is off; 
defamarion, why.ſhould The lo diſhongrGbd and 
a good conſcience, as to'{iey any rbjng can byſ p 
more forcible to. 6pptels, 'then'they are ro teJiew 
and ſupport 2x And if ſhe may not indulge to prick 
much leſs may ſheto atger, andbitretnebs.'” © ; 

© g. InDEEdit ſhe confidethow painfulf a paiſionfj t 
jealouly is, her hisband will tnore need her pity 
who though he be unjuſt roher,is yet cruel we i 
ſelf; and'as we donotufero hate arid maligrithoſ 
Luriatics who in their firs bear their friends, and 
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A for and gaſh thernſclves, bue' rarher make iriour 
ui care to put all harmful engines our of their ways 
pſhould the wite nor deſpirefully'ruminate ypon 
g Ihe injury, bur wiſely conttiye to 'ayert his-tem- 
{| tarions ro more by denying her(eIf'cven the molt 
innocent liberties, it ſhe ſee they diflatisty him. 
rel [know there haye' bin ſome of atibther opinion,and 
[- it they thought jealouly wereto be cared by jna- 
ration, have in angry conremr don things Td 
ameit; putonanunwonted freedoin and jolliry, 
gl ro ſhew their husbands how little they had ſecur'd 
A Irhemſclyes by their diſtruſt. But this as'ic isnd 

{ Chriſtian, ſo I conceive it is no prudent expedient; 
"git ſerves ro ſtrengrhen not only the tiusbands ſuſpi- 
My tion; bur his party too, and make many others of 
4 | tis mind; and ris a little ro be' feared, - thar. by | 
al uſing ſo ro braye the Jealouſy,theymay arlaſt come 
if to ily it, I have bin the-longer on rhis theme, 
r do as Jealouſy is the moſt fatal peſt of a ryar- 
ticd life, ſo I think it more ordinarily' occurs . 
oy pnong people of quality, and with the worſtand 
moſt durable cftes ; 'yer what ever prerences 
WP people may take hence, the marriage vow is too 
faſt a knor tobe looſened by fancies and chimeras; 
| bs a woman therefore be the perſon ſuſpeRing or 

Qed; 'neither will abſolye her from'that ye 
to her husband ſho has ſworn to pay. 
U be 1. ' Bur alas what hope 1 is there: thar hek 
preater temrations ſhall be reliſted, ''when weſce 
tyery rhe ſlighreſt diſguſt is now adaies ro ſtrong 
4 for the matrimonial love, nay indeed it does 6f 
[ My courſe 
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courſc- - falloff of. ir. ſelf, which 1s an. eyent | { : 
nwehexpeRtcs, thar'tis no, wander toſccir expir 
with the-firfk circuit of rbe moon ; .bur jt js cyeryll;, 
bodics 4dmixationts (eeit.laſt one of the ſun; and; 
Jomextimes it,vaniſhes ſo clearly, as not io BI "my 
muchas a ſhadpwy | behind/ir,; nor ſo much as rh; | 
formalizies of marriage;ope bed;onc houle canne if 
hold them, as it-they. bad. bin pur. together likg; 

caſcihor in:a;gun,. only that they ;:mighr the mort 
red ſcatter ſeveral waies, Nay as if this wet | 


kgned. & wrended in the frſt leeſſet unto m: 
giage;a ſepara;empintenance.isof courſcatorchan 


;gontracted fog,and becomes as ſolemn a part of.thy 
dettlcmens:; 'A$ 4; Jointure is. Plutarch. obleryes ol 
the angzent, Romans, that fog 230..ycars afcer to rly 
fgunding ofthgir.(targ, there never was one exam 
plcot-anymarzied couplenhar ſeparated ;, iris ng 


Þkely they could havoa mpre binding formof mat 
pe pps QUIrs. iS, cy x-==ai muit lie berweg 2 - 


il 


2 _ os re 190 any. 0 mutually. fall from. ch th 
euvixcnehs 3 and allege whit is the faxto of 


'up-thele = doroto lcok what uſer _ Wo 
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*ſhem) and were the time of mol} of the modil fi 
ei '44 cu 


26. om. a4 | hed | 
Acc uples:compured, *rtw ould be found they arcbur 
Afcw of their wakiny hors { L might ſay minutes ) 
vpether; ſo, that itnorhing elſe, meerdeſucride 
and intermiſſion of converſation muſt needs allay, 
; F# not quire"extinguith their kindneſs, Bur Thope 
" Ythere are yer many who do not think the autotiry 
bf afaſbion greatct'rfien char of vow ; and fith 
Iwilitdthink ic their dury both to own and che- 
fiſh thar kindneſs and affteQion they have ſo ſo- 
"Mlemnlypromisd. '' | 22fTpT ro 
M0” 12. AxoTyaR debrto the perſon of a husband 
9s Fidelity :foras ſhe has eſpouſed all hisintereſts, ſo 
*Ahhe is oblig'd to be true ro them, to keep all his 
" Mkecrets, toinform him of his dangers, yea atidin a 
fnild and gentle manner ro admoniſh him of his 
'T _T is the moſt genuine' a of friendſhip; 


yi? 


Yrbercfore ſhe whois placed intheneereſtand moſt 
"MI intimate degree of rhar relation, muſt nor be 
* Wantingin ir. She tharlies in his boſoine ſhould 
bc a kind of ſecond conſcience to him, by putting 
him in mind both of his duty and his aberrations, 
"mand as long as ſhe can be bur pariencly heard "ris 

her {in'ro omir it; 'ris the greateſt trechery ro his 
; hobleft, ro his immorral parc, and ſuch as the 
Ty moſt 6fficious cares of his other intereſts can never 
pagexpiate." *'Nay indeed ſhe is unfaithtul ro het {elf 
"RF ric, there being nothing char doesſo muck ſecure 
I the bappine(s'of a Wite as the yertu and piery of 
'ar0 the husband.”' "Yer, tho this is to have her chieteft 
00 cre, "as being His principal *incereſt, ſhe Is'to 
"0 heple&t none of-the*inferfor, but conrribure het 
$i We | urmoſt 
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utmoſtto his advantage inall his concerns. 4: 
, .13-Beyondall theſe the matrimonial fidelity bas: 
cialnotionasitrelates to the Bedjand inthar hy 
wite is robe molt ſeverely {crupulous, and neyer lf 
admirtſo much as a thought or imagination, much 
lefſe any parly or treaty contrary to her loialy 
Tis true wantonneſs is one of the fouleſt blox 
_ that can ſtain any ofthe ſex;but 'ris infinicly moni 
odious in the married, it being in them an acciy}x 
mulation of crimes; perjury addedto uncleannefgllya 
the infamy of their tamily ſuperſtruted upon the 
own-3 and accordingly alllawes have made a diff 
rence in their puniſhments, Adultery was by God 
own awatd puniſhr with death among the Jews : 
Levit. 20. 10. And it ſcems ir was ſo agreable tofſi 
natural juſtice, that divers other nations did tg; 
like; and1know no reaſon, bur the difficulty olf 
dercCtion, thar ſhould any where give it a mildal 
ſentence. The ſon of Sirach has excellently dei 
{crib'd the ſeveral gradations of the guilt Ecclau@y; 
Z3. 1. which] Gal deſire the Reader to conſultar 
which who ſo does muſt certainly wonder at tha 
Alchimy of thisage,thatfromuch amaſs of ſhamghy 
and infamy can extract martrer of confidence; thillft 
thoſe who lic under fo many brands and ftiga 
are ſo far from hiding their taces; thar none ſhemno 
bem with ſo much Le ; and the aflurance.gvi 
the guilty far exceeds thar of the innocene, Bullſto 
ences A ſlender ſhelter forguilc,. and lervelſſ( 
rat 
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ther ro berray thenhidczla tharthey are nor ab 


to ourface the opinions of. ,aen,' much lefſecalifith 
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I they the judgments of God; ' who. aShe was ſo- 

; lermoly- invok'd as witneſs to their vow,” fo by his 

g-omnipreſence is againſt their wills a witneſs ro0 

A'ot its violations. 

I 14. AxoTHER duty tothe perſon ofthe husbarid 
Me obedience, aword of a very harfh ſound in'the 
Fears ot ſome wives, bur is certainly thedury of allz 

and char nor only by thcir prorniſe of ir, es that 


were ſufficient;bur from an original of much ofder 


if t- it being the mult that was laid upgn the 

HM ficſt womans diſobedience ro God, thar ſhe-tand 

&] all derived from ber, thould be ſubje&-ro'the 
| husband; {> thar the conrending tor ſuperiority z 

Wis an attemt to reverſe that tundatnenral law, whi h 

isalmoſt as ancientasrhe World: Burfurely:Gud 


4 with whom there isno ſhadow of ehange, wiltrior 


M | 


make acts of repeal ro fſarisfie the perulancy of a 
af few maſterleſs women. Tharſtature will tillftund 
2m force, and it ir carmor awe chem into an obſer: 

yvance, will nor failro confign themro/puniſhment: 

and indeed this faulris commonly its own lidtor , 
and docs anticipate tho nor avert) irs finalldoomi 
{he imperioutneſs of a woman dosotren raiterhoſe 
| boron herfelf is ſhipwrack'd. How pleas 

acly [might many women have lived it chey had 
t afteted dominion: Nay how'much of their 
will miglticchey have tad; ifrhey had nor ſtrugled 
foric. -Þor leta man'beotnever fo gentle a remper 
lelshis head be :tofter ther? his hearr) {uck a 
pxign willawakohim to aſlett his right. > Bao 
tebc-ofa ſowreleverenature,”ithehave asgreay 


Ee a deſire 
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a deſire of rule as ſhe, backer with a much betreſhi 
Xitle;' what tempeſts what Hurricanes muſt rwþlth 
tach'oppolite winds produce: And ar laſt tis compſeit 
monly the wives lor, after an uncreditable unjulffo 
war, to make as diſ-dvanrageous a peace; thiſfio 
{lke all other ineftcAtive rebellions) ſerving 4th: 
ſtraiten her yoke, to turn an ingenuous ſubjectionfbl 
3nto a1laviſh ſervicude : fo that certainly ic is nat 


only, che verrue, but th:e wiſdom of wives ro dif} 
#hatupon duty, wnich at Jaſt they muſt ( w ifihis 
& 


more unfupportable circumſtances; do upon 
y. | - {In 
- #55 \AND as they ow thelſc ſeveralls.rothe perſatſis 
_ Sftthe husband, 1o there is alſo adebr ro kis repaÞth; 
tatidn. This they are ro be extremely tender ot,ufſqu 
adyiidce ic, :by making all that is good in him afthc 
ednſpicuous» as public as they'can; ferring hinic 
wortti'in the cleereſt light, bur putting his infit we 
mitits an the. thade ; caſting a veil upon thoſe ufab! 
skreen them-from che eies of others, nay (as la vid 
a4ds- poſſible ). from theirown coo ; there:bein ec 
nothing acquir'dto the v ife by contemplating thiſvv 
busbands weekneſs, but a cemtarion of deſpilin 
hind which tho bad enough init (elf, is yer rendalihe; 
worſe by that train. of nutchieyous-conſequenatÞ}iy 
which ulually:artend ir, in caſe therefore of anff the 
hotable' imperteRions in bim, her ſatcit waywito. 
be ro conſider them no farther then ſhe:can bei] no 
ftrumencal ro the curing them, -bur to divertfrodlf nit 
thoſe, and reflet upon her'iown, which perhapdlſi by 
impartially weighed, may ballance, if noroyerpal up, 


mis cr. Il. Off Wives. IF 
x[his. And indeed thoſe wives who arc'apt to blaze 
whitheir - husbands faulks, do ſhew that they hava 
meicher lircle adverted to their own,or cle find ther 
uſo great, rhar they are forced ro that arr of divere 
hiaſfon,: and ſeek in his infamy ro drown theirs. Bug 
thar proje@ is a liccle unlucky, for nothing doos in 
oufſober judges create greater prejudice to awoman,! . 
thenroſceherforward in impeaching her husband> 
| - 16, BUT beſides this immediate renderneſs'ob 
his reputation, there is another by way of refle- 
Gon, vvbich confiſts in a care that ſhe her ſe do 
;Jnothing which may redoundto his diſhonor. There 
ſolfis fo ſtrict a union between a man and his wife, 
that rttie Iaw counts them one perſon, and conle- 
t,wquently they canhave no divided intereſt, ſo thar. 
the misbchavior of-rhe vvoman. reflects ignomi-- 
dnioufly on the man, it theretore concerns them as 
i well upon their husbands as their ou n account, ro: 
abſtain even from all appearance of evil, and pro- 
E vide that chemſelves be ( whar Ceſar is ſaid ro have 
required'of his vvife ) not only vvithour guilt, bue 
g vvithour ſcandal alfo. y 9.220 
17. ANOTHER part of the vvives duty rclatesto: 
a her husbands forrune, the managemenr vyhereof 
as not ordinarily the wives provin&e, bur where 
mw the husband thinks fir co make it fo, ſhe is oblig'd 
wo adminiſter ir wich her beſt care and induſtry;. 
> nor by any negle@ of hers to give others opportu- 
J nity of defrauding him ;- yet on the orher fidenor: 
pay by av immoderate- renacicy or griping,- ro bring 
upon him and her ſclt the reproch, and which is 
| | ES 2 worle 
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worſe the curſe that attends exaQion and oppreſs en 
fion. Bur this is not ulually the wives fi-11 of ex 
ation, tho he. that {hall conſider the deſcris 
ption which So/o-20p gives of a vertuous wife Prove 
31. will bc apt. ro think her Province is - nog thi 
-: narrow and confind , as'the humor of the agef th 
. would repcefent ir. Hetells us that ſhe ſeeks woolaxd| we 
flax; and works: diligently nith ber hands; that (bel m 
alike the merchants ſhips, and brings her food from 
fare Thar ſpe conſeders a field and buyes it, and with 
the frum of her hands plants a vineyard, Ge. And 
leaſtirhis ſhould be imagin'd to be the Charatter of 
2 meancountry Dame, he addes that her houſehold 
& clothed" in' ſcarlet , and that her busband ſits 
amang the' Elders of the land. It were caly to give 
inftances from biſtory ot rhe advantageous menage 
and active induſtry of wives, nor only in ſingle 
perlons, bur whole Nations. But nothing can be 
more.pregriant, then that among the Romans : inf th 
the very height and flourith of che Empire _4u2w 
fetus: hiralelt ſcarce wore avy thing but of the Mis 
nufacture of his Wife, his ſiſter, daughters , 4 
myeces,. as Sucronius afſures us. Should rhe gay 

filies of our fields, which neither ſow nor ſpin, nt 
ather 'into barns, be excmred from turniſhing 
others, and: left ro cloth rhemſelvyes, 'ris ro be 
dqubtedthey would reverſe our Saviors Parallel of 
Salomens glories, and no beggar in all his rags 
wowld be araicd like one of theſe; Luc.12. 27. ; 
- "x8; BuTwewill beyermore kind, and impoſe 
gals negative thrifc on the wife,; not to. waſt: and 
=: '_ embexk 
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g[Szcr. I. of Wire: no 
{:] embezle her husbands eſtate, bur to confine her: 


expences within ſach limits as rhat- cat cakily: 
admit ; a caution which if all women had oblerved;: 


many noble familics had been preſery'd, of which 


there now remains. no other memorial but thar. 
they fell a ſacrifice to the protuſe vanity ot a- 
womanzandl fear this age is like to provide many 
more ſuch monuments for the acxr. Our Ladies, as. 
it they emulared the Roman Luxury ( which Se- 
pecs and Pliny deſcribe with ſo much indignation.) 
do ſometimes wear abour them the reveaues 0a 
rich family; and rhoſe that cannot reach to char, 
ſhew how much *cis againſt their wills they fall | 
lower , by the vaſt varicty and exceſs of ſuch. 
things as they can poſſibly compallc; fo much ecx- 
travagance not only in their own dreſs, bur thar' 


| of their houſes and apartments, as it rhcir vanity 


like the Leproſy we read of Lev. 14. had infected 


inf the very walls. - And indeed 'cs a very ſpreading 


{| fretting ane, for rhe furniture oft conſumes the 


houſe, and the houle conſumes the land : ſo thar 
if ſome Gentlemen wererto calcularc their cſtarcs, 
they might reduce all to the inventory of Scopras 


J the Theſ/alzan, whoprofelt his all lay only in fuch 
Toics as did him no good. Women are now 


Kilfull Chymiſts, and can quickly- turn their 
busbands earth into Gold : bur they purſue rhe 
experiment roo far, make that Sold roo volatile, 
and ler. it all vapor ayay in inſignificant { tho 
paudy ) rrifles. | 

' 10. Nox is it ever like ta be otherwiſe with 
thoſe 
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who are neceffarily engaged to be rhere + rheir 


husbands emploiments or tortunes have markethat 
ouras their proper ſtation, .andvvhere the ground 
of their ſtayis thcir duty, there is more reaſon to | 


hope ir will not berray them coill, for remrations 
are moſt apr to aſſault ftragglers, thoſe rhat pur 
them(ſclves our of their proper road. And truly | 
ſee nor who can more properly be ſaid ro be fo, 


thenthoſe women whole means of ſubfiſtence lies 
inthc Country,and yer will{pend it no wherebur at] 


London, which ſeems to carry ſomer* ing of oppo. 
lition ro Gods providence, who ſurcly never caus+ 


ſed their lot to fall, as the Pfalmiſt ſpeaks, z» 4] | 


fair ground, in goodly herigages Plalm. 16. vvith 
an intent they ſhould never in-abir them. The 124 
rribes of [ſrac] had their peculiar Portions in Ca» 
naan aſſign'd them by lot Jo. 14. 2. and every one 
acquieſced in his part, dwelt in his own inhert 


rance: hadthey bin impatient of living any wherel « 
but in the Metropolis, had they all crouded 16 


Jeruſalem, all the reſt of the land would have-bin 
as deſolate before the captivity as it was after, 
none would have bin letr but ſuch as Afabuzeradan 
permitred to ſtay Jer. 52.16. ſore of the poor ts 
areſſe the vines, and to till the ground. And truly 
the ſameis like ro be rhe fate of this nation, it this 
humor goes onas ithas begun; which may in tung 
prove as miſchieyous to the public as ic daily-is to 
private familics. 20, Bul» 
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e | | :20. Bur befades this 'tis yer farther ro'be:come 
db | fidor'd, that where God piyes an'eftate, he as'rhe 
'2| fupremetandlord affixes ſomerting of duty, laies 
w] a kindot a rent charge upon ir, expeds it ſhould 
at | maintain both hofpirality and charity 3 and fure 
borh thele are ficreſt ro be don upon the 
whence he ability of them riſes. All public raxes 
wleaobeilevied where rhe eſtare lies, and 1 know 
not why theſe which are Gods afſeſments upon'm, 
ſhould nor be paid there too. When a Gentlemans 
knd becomes profitable unto him by the ſwear 
c& | and Jabor of his poor neighbors and renants , 
at | *ewill-be a kind of awzling of the ox 1 Cor. g. 9. it 
0» | they neverraſt of the-truir of their pains,if-they thall 
u« | never bave the refreſhment of a good meal, oran 
4] alms; which they are nor very like to meer with, 
br it all che profits be ſent up ro maintain an equi- 
37 page, and keep up a parade in town. Bur alas tis 
«| often notonly the annual profits that go that way, 
not.only che crop, but the {oil roo thoſe luxuries 
i» | uſually pray uponthe vitals, ear our the very heart 
ot ancſtarte, and many have ſtay'd inthe Town-rill 
| they have nothing lefrin the country ro retire to, 

' 27: Now where this proceeds from the wife , 
whataccount canſhegive to herhusband, while 
« | rafinefsandindulgence ( for that muſt be- 

| inthecaſe}fhohasſo abus'd ? as alHo:ro ber poſte- 
ty-undfamily who for her-pride muſt be-broughr 
tw, reduc'd roa-condirion beneatHhytheit quality, 
becaile ſhe affefted-ro live-above ir? Bucſhe will 
Jer worſe aufwer:itro-her-lelf, owhomiſlidhes 
—_ brought 
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.broughr not only t the inconvenience bur'the ouile b 
#Eisfure ajofry mind will tecl ſmart cnough of a fall }©® 
2adiminution, much morean indigence will be fufft 
L&iently greivous to a vain and laviſh humor ; ye 7 
berc it will farther have an additional ſting, from} 
-the conſcience that ſhe ows it: only ro ber ownl* 
-pride and folly, a moſt imbittering confideratiot 
and fuch as advances the afflition beyond that « 
'Amore innocent poverty,as much as the pain of at? 
eny enom'd arrow exccedsthar of another. 
: 22. Bur the ſaddeſt reckoning of all is chaf® 
.which ſheis ro make to God, who has declar'd hef®? 
+hares robbery tho tor a burnt offering to himſelf}; 
[How. will he then deteſt this: robbcry this 1 mp0 Fl 
-yeriſbing ofthe husband, : when 'ris only romake P 
an oblation tovanityand excels? It ſhould there: pli 
.toxe be rhe care- of all wives to Keep chewlelves /# 
from a guilt for which God andman,yea and they 
elves allo {hall equally accuſe rhem, and ro keep 6 
their expences.vitinſuch)imits, that as bees ſuc h 
-but donor violate or defacethe flowers, fo they a x 
;joinr proprieraries with the husbands, may enyof 1 
but not devour and deſtroy; his fortune. \w 
2123-I have now runthrough the duries-to be per | 
-form'd unto the Husband, wherein I have not uled 
'the exatnels of a caſuilt in curiouſly anatomizing R 
every part, andſhewingall the moſtminure partly | 
Qulars reducibleto cach head: TI haveonly draw! 
out.zhe greater lines,and inſiſted on thoſe ares i6 | 4 
[Wives are moſt frequently deficient.. |, L(hall oo þ s 
A caution, thatwhatever is duty tothe bub{| ** 


'* 
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> {band is equally fo, behe good or r ill, , the Apoſtle 
w* commands the ubjeRion and fidelity,even to hea- 
then Husbands, 1 Pet. 3. 12. and 'tis not now 
eItheir defect, either in Piety or Morality, that can 
bolve the Wife. F or, beſides the inconvenience 
of making her duty precarious & liable to be ſub» 
al Frracted upon every pretence of demerit, ſhe has by 
Ablemn Contra renounc'd that liberty,and i in her 
*IMarriage-vow taken him for better for worſe; and 
Jitis too late after Vows tomake inquiry, Prov.20.25. 
219 ſeek to break looſe from that bond of her Soul; 
and how uneaſte ſoever the perverſneſs of the 
Jfusband may render it, he cannot thereby make 
a itleſs, but more rewardable by God : for what the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks in the caſe of Servants, isnoleſsap- 
I able tothis, 1 Pet.2.19. for this 3s thankworthy, 
lf for conſeience towards God ye endure grief, ſuf- 
x ering wrongfully, Whatever duty is perform'd 
Jto Man with aſpect on God, he owns as to himſelt; 
IÞ that how unworthy ſoever the Husband may be, 
Jthe Wife cannot miſplace her obſervance, whilſt 
Jlhe finally terminates it on that infinit Goodneſs 
Yand Majeſty to whom no love or obedience can 
| | 
38 24. From this relation of a Wife, there ordi- 
oi ſprings another, that ofa Mother,to which 
HYthere belongsa diſtin&t duty, which may be branch- | 
{FF into many ſeverals: but I ſhall at preſent on- 
Jy reduce them to two Heads, Love and Care. 
JA Mother is a title of ſo much tenderneſs, that 
| find it borrowed by our commonDialcd to ex- 
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preſs the moſt exuberant kindneſs 3 nay,even in | 
Sacred Stile it has the ſame uſe, and is often ſet as 

the bigheſt example our weakneſs can compre- 

hend of the Divine Compaſſions. So that Nature 
ſeems ſufficiently to have ſecur'd the love of Mo-' 
thers to their Children, without the aid of any: 
poſitive Law ; yet we find this, (as other Inſtincts 
of Nature ) is ſometimes violated, and oftner per» 
verted and applied'to miſtaken purpoles : the farlf 
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© 
is by a defe&t of Love; the other, by an impru+] x, 
dent exceſs of it 3 the defect does, 11 preſume, more 
rarely occur then the other; yet it doth ſometimes] { 
happen, and that either from a moroſe ſowrnels df }1 
humor, or <clſe from too vehement an intention y 
on ſomething elſe. d 


25. Some Women have ſuch a ruggednelſs of na- 
ture,that they can lovenothing 3 the ugly PaſtionsÞ 
of anger andenvy,have, like Pharaoh's lean Kine, I 
eat up the more amiable, of Love and Joy. Plato, 
was wont to adviſe crabbed auſtere Fempers,to Sas 4] 
crifice tothe Graces 3 and ſuch as theſe had need} y 
have a great deal of Chriſtian Philoſophy,to allayſ y 
and (weeten theirnative Bitterneſs. But there arc 1 
others that are not void ofthe affection of Love 


<= 


p 


but 'tis foreſtall'd by ſome other Object, and ſo di-F jr 

| verted from their Children ; and 'tisa little to be} C 
doubted,thoſe Objefts which fo divert are none off} Q 

the beſt, for the Wiſdom of God has difpoſed all jr 

duty into ſuch a Harmony and Conſent of Ports: it 

that one interferes not with another. If we love 00 

h 


prohibited thing, all the regular Objeds * a 
? ingd- 


— 
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a | kindneſs will argee well enough.and one need ne- 
ver ſupplant another. And indecd 'tis oft obſer- 


vable, that thoſe Women who immoderatly love 


their ownPlea{urcs,doleaſt regard their Children; 


they look on them as Clogs to keep them within 
doors,and think their adverting to them, will hin- 
der their free range abroad; thoſe are turn'd offto 
the care of a Nurſe or Maid;whilſt perhaps a Dog 


or a Monkey: 1s thought worthy their own at- 


tendance. 

26. Plutarchrelates it as a Sarcaſm of Ceſars to 
ſome Foreigners whom he ſaw ( at Rome) ſtrange- 
ly fond of ſuch little Animals, that he asked them 
whether the women 1n their Country had noChil- 
dren; thereby intimating, how unreaſonable it 
was for thoſe that had, to beſtow their Careſles on 


ſuch Creatures. And ſurely he would not have gi- 


ven a milderReprimand to ſome of ourLadies, who 
not only pleaſe, but pride themſelves in thoſe lit- 


tle Brutes, ſhew them toall comers, when perhaps . 


you may conver(e with them divers daies, before 


'youſhall,by any mention of theirs, know that they 
Woe a Child. 


27. To this defect of Love. many are apt to 
impute the Mothers transferring the Nurling her 


Child toan other. Iam not forward to pronounce 


of it, being loth toinvolve ſo many as then mult 
in the imputation ofunnaturalneſs; I rather think 


4t is taken up asa pieceof State and Greatnels; for 


no other motive,but what is founded in theirQua- 
ly, could fo univerſally prevail with all that 2 
F 2 ( » 


1 
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ofit. But ſure this is one of the vain PunGillio's Id 
wherewith this Age abounds; for whateverrank:|; 
the Mother is of, theChild carries proportion to it, 
& there is the ſame equality between the greateſt 
Lady and her own Child, as is between the mean- 
eſt Beggar and hers: though indeed if there wereÞ 
any condeſcenfion 1n it,the averfions of that ought] * 
not to out-weigh the impulſes of Nature, and the ke 
many advantagesthe Child may receive by taking I 
its nouriſhment whence 1t derived its ſubſtance. Jþ : 
And therefore, though I will not be too poſitive inthe 
aſſerting the neceſftity,yet I confeſs, I cannot butt! 
look with reverence upon thoſe few Perſons offi 
Honor, who have broke through an unreaſonable}; 
Cuſtom, and preferred the good of their Children mic 
before that fantaſtic privilege of Greatneſs, And{dre 
ſuch mult 1n all Juſtice be acknowledged to haveſof 
iven a much better evidence of their love tof( 
| their Children, then the others. 
28, Fhere1sin A. Gel/izs his fourteenth Book; c 
ſ:> fine a Diſcourſe on this ſubje&, where Favorit 
»1s the Philoſopher 1s introduced, perſuadingalſh 
Noble Lady, notwithſtanding the uſual = 
to Nurſe her Child.z that nothing belides the 
length, could tempt me to omit the tranſcribing 
it : unleſs happily the little ſucceſs, which a Noble 
Perſon of the ſame Sex here concern'd, I mean the 
Counteſs of Lizcolz, in the Ingenious Book wrote 
by her, and call'd her Nurſery, be a ſufficient 
ground of difpairing to convince by any thing thatn 
can be ſaid, However,let theſe delicate ones conf 
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fider the ſevere words of the Prophet, Lament.g. 
3. The ſea mon ſters draw out the Breaſt; they give 
ck to their young ones 5 the Daughter of my people 
{ths become cruel like the Oftrich in- the Wilderneſs, 
1-Ipho is hardned againit her young one;,as though they 
re Iwere n0t hers:her labour is in vain without fear, be- 
it Jeavfe God hath deprived her of Wiſdom. neither hath 
1 Ihe 7-2parted to her underſtanding. Job,39. 16. 
ig] 29. But as there may be a fault in the defed, 
e. IÞ there may be alſo in the exceſs of love. God is 
infthe only unlimited object of our love; towards all 
utfothers *tis eaſy to become inordinate, and in no 
offinſtance more then in this of Children. The love of 
lea parent is deſcending, and all things move moſt 
enfriolently downwards; ſo that whereas that of chil- 
nd dren to their parents commonly needs a ſpur, this 
veſof the parent often needs a bridle ; eſpecially that 
tofof the Mother, which ( by ſtrength of feminine 
_ Jpaſſion)does uſually exceed the love of the Father. 
;k;Now to regulate this affeCtion, ſhe is to advert 
ri-to theſe two rules ; firſt that ſhe hurt not her ſelf 
by it, and ſecondly that ſhe hurt not her childern: 
+ of the firſt ſhe is in danger if ſhe ſuffer that humane 
heiffeRion to ſwell beyond its banks,ſo as to come 


+ 
*. 
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ngin'any competition with the Divine, this is to 
blegmake an Idol of her child; for every thing is fo 
theſto us, which rivals the love of God in our hearts; 


otefand he who owns the title of a jealous God, may 
entÞde provoked as well by the bowing our ſouls to a 
ving Image, as the proſtration of our Bodies to a 
on-Jdead, Accordingly we oft ſee the effects ofhis jea- 
det louſy 
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louſy i in this particular, the doting affection of the 
Mother is frequently puniſht with the untimehſ#t 
death of the Children; or if not with that,'tisman E 
times with a ſeverer ſcourge ; they live (but asit 
was forefold to El; 1. 8am. 2. 33.) to grive Tl 
eies and to conſume her heart, to be ruinous te 
themſelves, and afflictions to their frinds, A 
torce their unhappy mothers to that ſad acclamaty| 
0n,Luk.23.29.Bleſſed are the wombs which bare no, [bc 
30. And as this proves often true, when the 
dotage 1s general upon all the Children, ſo dog 
oltner when 'tis more partial and fixt upon ar Js 
one 3 that darling which ſhe makes the only objet 
of her joy uſually becomes that of her forrow. | 
is an ordinary infirmity in Parents to heap all — Jas 
Kindneſs upon one, to the defrauding ofthe re , anc 
and too many times upon very undue motives: aſtic 
little excelling im point of beauty turns the lcalg 
when perhaps many more {ſolid exccllencies az 
the counterpoiſe. And ſurely this is not only unjul - 
butFational i in the Parent :* for all peculiarity 6 
favour in a ſuperior, ſhould be diſpenc'd ceith b | 
by way ofreward or encouragement 3 and nejthggnt 
of thoſe endscan take place where'tis only the onb{9nc 
ward form that 1s conſider ; for that cannot he ma 
rewardable, to which the party has cantributs 
nothing,and the Pſalmiſt will tell us that 'tis GolY 
that hath made usard not we our ſelves P/alf tim 
IOo. 2. and as little room 1s there for the ott : fy 


end, that of encouragement. For-as our Saviol E 
e 


tells us X/at.6.none can add acubit to his ftaturt 
nor 
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thelnor make: one hair white. or black : *cis- certain 
elthemſelves . cannot. really do either, though by 
anpithe aid of artificial hypocriſy they frequently 
15 appear todo both;but thoſeare arts which neither 
Lalgelerve nor want encouragement 3 the. natural 
- talþcauty- muſt have its increaſe from the ſame ſource 
| telwhence it derived its beingzthere 1s therefore no 
atp|Kaſonable account to be given why a child ſhould 
zo, be preferr'd for anv ſuch exterior excellency. 
thel 31. The only juſtifiable ground of partiality to 
ogchildren is their virtue, for to that their own 
anj[cho1ce concurs, and' ſo may intitle them to re- 
ieward, and 'tis alſo in their power to advance, and 
 ]Þ encouragements arenot caſt away upon them : 
16ig]nay the mfluences of thoſe may extend farther , 
efiJand provoke a virtuous emulation in the reſts but 
$:]then the Mother muſt ſo manage it, as'to eviderice 
l&ſtbat 'ris no inequallity in her own 1nclination, but 
zgmecerly the force of the others deſertznot the per- 
{fon but the goodneſs, that biaſles her; and when 
r afyertue ts known to be the only ingratiating qua- 
ality, they will at once learn the way to become 
hefhers and Gods favorites. And unleſs it be upon this 
one deſign, *ris a very unſafe thing for a parent to 
make any partial diſcrimination among children, 
re Fhich is ſure to tempt the more neglected both to 
2a@Zepine at her, and envy her darlings ; and often- 
4 fimes ſuch ſeeds of rancor have been by that means 
hat owed in children, as have been hard to eradicate 
210 their riper years. Noris the miſchief leſs which 
ed fie do's toher fondlings, who beſides that they 
nor = arc 
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are expos'd to the malice of the reſt, are uſually}: 
| fpoild by it, made infolentand untraQable,perhapy 
their whole livesafter ; for where the mothers aff 
ion is unbridled, commonly the childs will is fg 
too; her fondneſs ſuperſeding that diſcipline and 
correaion, which ſhould, as the wife man ſpeaks] 
bow down its neck, from its youth. - | F 
32. And the like may be ſaid where the ind 
gence is more univerſal to all the Children, which " 
15in one reſpect worſe then the partial, becauſe i f 
ſpoils more, not one or two but all the brood. Th 
doting love of a mother blindsher eyes, that ſhe " 
cannot ſee their faults, manacles her hands thatY; 7 
ſhe' cannot chaſtiſe them, and fo their vices arg}; 
permitted to grow up with themſelves : as thei 1 
joints knit and” gather ſtrength, ſo do their ill 
habits, till at laſt they are confirm'd into an obſtis|, 
nacy 3 fo ſetting them in a perfect oppoſition to... 
that "pattern they ſhould imitate: for as Chriſty], 
childhood increaft in wiſdom, and the divine fael, 
vour, Lxk.2. ſo do theirs in all thoſe provoking fols of 
lies, which may.avert both the love of God and}; 
man.And alas what recompence can the little blansfz 
diſhments and careſles of a mother make her chik A 
dren,for ſuch important,ſuch ineſtimable miſchielsF g, 
So that ſhe that will be really kind, muſt temper M 
her indulgence with a prudent ſeverity, or elle}; 
ſhe eminently violates the ſecond rule, by which, 
ſhe ſhould regulate her love, and does that tofy, 
her children which Jacob fear'd from his father g, 
Ger.27. brings a curſe upon them and not a blek}] 
ling. 33.lo-y 
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ll 33- Indeed the beſt way of approving their 


5 love, 1s by well diſcharging the other branch of 
their duty, that of care 3 without this all the moſt 


ſol. | | 
q {honate raptures of kindneſs, are but an airy ap- 
a rition, a fantaſtick ſcene; and will no more ad- 


yantage a child, then the whole ſhambles in a pi- 
ure can feed and nouriſh it. Now this care is-not 
4 atemporary, momentary duty, for ſome one cri- 
Ihtical inſtant, but is to attend the child through the 
* ſeveral ſtages of its minority, viz. Infancy, Child- 
x hood, and Youth. The very firſt part of their in- 
FIfncy 1s a ſeaſon only for thoſe cares which concern 
Ku their bodies, providing for their carcful atten- 
#[dance, and all other things conducing to the 
n tkrengthening their conſtitutions, and laying a 
wu foundation for future health and vigor ; which is 

{their intereſt not only upon a bodily, but upon an 
| intellectual account, the good temperature of the 
yl body being a great aid towards the free operations 
of the mind. And therefore Socrates and other Phi-- 
0 blophers, much recommend to their diſciples the 
ZIcare of health, as that which freed the ſoul from 
"A any incumbrances in 1ts purſuit of knowledge : 
; and it was the comprehenſive prayer of the Poet, 
"I that the Gods would grant a found mind in a 
=| healthful Body. 


y: " 34. But this health is not always the conſequent 
4 of a very nice and tender breeding, but is very oft 


s. bverthrown by it 3 and if Ladies could but find in 
i their hearts to try it. they would, I doubt not, find 
s, that the inuring them to moderate hardſhips. 
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would much more conduce to the eſtabliſhing and[bc 
fortifying their conſtitutions. * ec 
? 25. Beyond all this, the care for their exterior 
is {o0n overtaken by a more 1mportant one, that of} 
their interior; tn the timeing of which there ſeeny[W 
ro bea very common miſtake in the World. WelW! 
look upon the ſeven Years of Infancy, as the lifp}ii 
meerly of an Animal, tobe ſpent only in the Ewftt 
tertainments of ſenſe; and as we uſe not ro yoakſit 
Calves,or back young Colts,ſo we think our Chib|M 
dren are tor a while to be left at the ſame liberty, |t 
to have no reſtraint put on any of their Paſſiong | 
Nay many times we excite and foment them, teach] #1 
Children to be angry and envious, proud and fub|& 
len; as if we tear'd their Natural Propenfions tot 
all theſe were too faint,and wanted the help of Inj 
ſtitutions. But furely this is a great and perniciow] 
error, and this ſuppoſing Children to be ſo long] ®1 
Brutes, 1s the way to make them fo longer. The fir 
Patrons of Atheilm make it a moſt conſtant Toth 
pick 1n the diſparagement of Religion, that 'tu Ba 

owed to the prejudices infuſed in the firſt Infag 
cy. 'I'were tobe wiſht, that this Objection might} #7 
ir 


Long 


ſo far be complied with, that the fear of God, theſ* 
love of Virtue, and hatred of Vice, might haw 
the firſt polleſiion of the Soul 3 and they be mad 
to moderate their Paſſions, as ſoon as they are 
a capacity to have them excited and engaged. + 

36. And truly, if we will obſerve it, we ma 
fee very early dawnings of reaſon in Infants; whid 


would ſooner come to a brightneſs, if we would 
be 


{e| 


It 
ea 
Li 
CY 
pe 
m 


"” 


= 


Of Wives, SI 


LISeR. I. 


nd{berimesſet to the ſcattering ofthoſe paſſions which 
eclipſe and darken it. A child will quickly be 
ior} taught to know what pleaſes or diſpleaſes a Parent, 
off 8nd by a very little taſte of reward or puniſhment, 
-mIWvill learn to do the one, and avoid the other : and 
Nel when this 1s done, the Parent has gain'd the fanda- 
if|mental Point, That of obedience; 2nd may ſuper- 
Zn [ſtruct on it what ſhe pleaſes, and then *tis her fault 
ak[if the Child be not by eafic and inſenſible degrees 
nib moulded into aright form. *Tis at firſt all one to 
Y, the Child, whether he name God in an Oath orin 
ng is Prayersz but a Mother by puniſhing the one, 
ich] and rewarding the other, will quickly bring him to 
ak know there is a difference, and ſo proportionably 
 to]n other inſtances. As to the way of diſcipline, 1t 
In} may notbe amiſs to obſerve, that when there is oc. 
aw] calton for ſeverity, *tis better to awe by actual pu- 
nel aiſhment then terror; and never to make uſe of 1n- 
"hel finite and inviſible affrightments, the beloved me- 
[od thods of Nurſes and Servants, ſuch as are the me- 
*yl Bacing of Sprights and Mormo's,and leaving in the 
I dark,that frequently make daſtardly and timerous 
zl impreſſions, which a long Age ſcarcely wears off. 
: 37. A ſober ſenſe of things,is tobe impreſied by 
el treatable means, and this will be done with moſt 
def Eaſe, both to the Parent and Child, the ſooner 'tis 
nd {et upon. The will of a tender Infant, is like its 
4 Limbs, ſupple and pliant, but time confirms it, and 
cultom hardens it; ſo'tisa cruel Indulgence to the 
r Creature. tolet it contract ſuch habits, which 
gf mult coſt him fo dear the breaking; or dearer, if 
be Go 2 n2ver 
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never broken. And if this early_care be taken off 
the Infancy, *twill much eaſe the next part, that of | 15 
the Childhood ; for where the Iron finewin th 
neck is broken, "where the native ſtubbornneſs i I 
ſubducd (o early;the yoke will (it eaſy:all ſucceedac 
4ng parts of diſcipline will come with more facilityſpr 
and profit. The care proper to this Age, is, theft 
inſtructing in all parts of uſetal Knowledge 5 ah 
which, as the Divine for the excellency both alte 
1ts nature ang its end, mult be firſt ranked lo ſhouldſi '* 
it be firſt and moſt induſtrionlly cultivated, and 
all endearing methods impreft;not only on theu G 
derſtanding, but the heart, Piety and Virtue|wt 
ſhould be propos'd asthe moſt amiable, as well azSe 
neceſſary things, and they ſhould be invited not Q 
- only to know, but love them. IPr 
38, This part of Learning is equally competentſhit: 
to both Sexes; and therefore, when the Sons arejne 
removed from under the Mothers tuition, and ſentat 
to more pudblik places of erudition, her Provincei ar 
{t1}] che ſameas to her Daughters : : to whom ſhelth 
ſhould not only Preach, but exemplific it in hehe 
own practice; no Precpts penetrating ſo much intaſfat 
Youth, as thoſe that are ſoinforc'd. And in ordaffC: 
10 this, [ ſhould commend to Mothe TIS, the bcing P: 
much withthem as they can, and taking the pergT: 
{onal Inſpectiou of them 3 not to turn | them 0h di 
wholly to Servants, no nor yct Gove racſles; butÞ di 
frequently themſelves to examine how they prof w 
cced m the (ſpeculative part of Knowielge, and} 
uw {s tre venly exhort them to the praftick. | th 
39. Mat 
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off 39. Marcus Cato would not let hisSon learn of 
 offhis Slave, as diſdaining a Child ſhould owe fo con- 
helfderable a benefit to fo ſervile a perſon ; and if he 
$ Hlthought the meer teaching of Grammar, too great 
2&[acharge for ſach a one, ſurely the whole Inſtituti+ 
ityjpþn of Youth is a much greater ; it being that on 
which, not only a few outward Accompliſhments, 
#ſbut even their Eternity depends. The great Cor- 
##e/742, Mother of the Gracchi, and Aurelia the Mo- 
aldither of Argrſtzs, thought it worth their pains to 
tIþe Governeſles. And the truth 1s, the Soul of a 
arsJChild is alittle too precious a Truſt to commit 
tueſwholly to the diligence and care of a mercinary 
l aJServant ; or it they happen not to want thoſe 
10t] Qualifications, yet 'tis very- poſſible they may 
Prudence, of which there isno ſmall degree requt- 
enthite to the Inſtructing of Youth, too great a remils- 
areÞne(s or ſeverity being equally deſtructive in that 
entfaffair. And indeed, befides this immediate, there 
eBfare ſome other collateral Benefits conſequent. to 
ſheſthe Mothers performing that Office 3 *twill bring 
hetfher and her Children into an intimacy and conver- 
ntgfation, give her an acquaintance with their ſeveral 
detJCapacities and Humors; for want of which, many 
2 Wh Parents have erred in their Conduct, one ſort of 
{Treatment being not fit for all Children ; and the 
ol diſtinguiſhing that depending wholly on their 
but] diſcerning their particular Tempers, which cannot 
ro well be done without ſome converſe with them. 
indJ- 40. Beſides by this they will be witnefles how 
. {they d ſpoſe their time, that they neither looſe it 
ar by 


# 


ill. And indeed theres ſcarce any part of the Pa- 


rents care more important then this, idleneſs being], 


no farther removed from vice, then a caule is from 
its unmediate effect, Therefore if children be, pers 
mitted to trifle away their time, they will ſoon 


learn to trifle away their innocence allo: ſo that'tis 


highly neceſſary, that they be provided of a ſuc 
ceſlion of employments, that by the variety they 
may be inſenſibly drawn on: nay methinks, it 
might very well be contrived, that their recreatis 
ons might ſotnetimes conſiſt of ſuch ingenuous exs 
ercues, that they may at once both play and learny 

41. There is yet another good ctfedt of the Mos 
thers preſence with the children (which is perhaps 
no leſs material then any of the former ) - 'tis, that 
by this aſſociating them with her (elf, ſhe prevents 
the danger of worle ſociety. Children if the Pas 
rents allow. them not their company, are necellaz 
rily caſt upon that of ſervants,then which therey 
ſcarce a greater danger that attends youth; fox 
belidesthat that low fort of converſe debaſes theit 
minds, makes them mean and ſordid, it ofteti 
corrupts their manners too ; children uſually not 
receiving more peſtilent infultons from any thet 
ſuch, Servants that deſire to ingratiate them(elvey 
and having nolaudable quality whereby to.do ity 
 muſltfirſt endeavour to ingratiate vice to them, & 
then by their officious miniſtries in that, havea 
ready way of introducing themſelves into fayour, 
Perhaps this will be thought to concern only rhe 
ma{culine 
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maſculine part of children,and that thefemale who 
are commonly in a diſtinct appartment, and con- 
yerſe only with their own Sex, are more ſecure, 
But I would not adviſe Mothers to depend ton 


T:| much on that, for they are no ſurer that their 
al gdaughters ſhall not converle with men, nay men 
8] of the meaner ſort too, then that their maidsand 
| attendants (hall nat do fozand when 'tis confider'd, 
F | bow apt thoſe are to entertain, if not to invite 


Th amours, 'tis not very probable the rooms where 
tk] they quarter ſhall be inacceſhible to thoſe they af 


XI fect: Andit were much fater for children to bein 


the moſt publick concourſe of men, then tobe wit- 


® | neſles and obſervers of the private intriguesofſuch 


lovers. The memories of youth are yery tenacious, 
&ifthey oncebe tainted with any indecent thing, 
will be apt to recollect it, till at laſt perhaps they 


| come to tranſcribe it.'Tistherefore in this reſpe& a 


very uſeful part of the Mothers care, to make her 

ſelf company to her daughters,to prevent the dan- 
rs of a more unequal and infectious converſe. 

" 42. Butif this be uſeful in childhood, 'tisnoleſs 


| then neceflary in the next periad of their time, 
7 when they arrivenear the growth and age of wo- 
i} men:then indeed theMother ſhould not only make 


them her companions, but her friends, allow them 


gf fach a kind, yet modeſt freedom, that they may 


have a complacence in her company. andnot be 
tempted toſeck it among their inferiors; that the 
belicfof her kindneſsmay ſupplant the pretenfions 


$ ofthoſe meaner Sycophants, who by little flatteries 


endeavour , 
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endeavourto ſcrue themſelves into their good opts 0 
nion,8& become their confidents; then which there [tre 
. isnothing more miſchievous ; thoſe private caballs|| 
that are held with ſuch, ſerving only to renderiff 
them mutinous againſt their parents : theſe family 
incendiaries like thoſe in the State and Churchz th 
ſtill mculcating the one grand principle of liberty 
a word fo charming to our depraved nature, and 
eſpecially to youth,that they ſhould not be truſted]: 
with ſuch Le@ures. Befides thoſe intimacies are 
often introductions to worſe; many ſcandalowſto 
amours and unequal matches having had their riſe} 4 
from them. It ſhould therefore be the buſineſs of th 
Mothers to prevent all ſuch pernicious leagues, byJM 
pre-ingaging them in more ſafe familiarities, eithertÞof 
with her ſelf; or ſome other, of whoſe vertue ſhejde 
has reaſon to be confident. | 'Ipli 
43. But the moſtinfallible ſecurity againſt this}ou 
and all other miſchiefs, is the bringing them into[ly 
an intimacy and converſation with their makeryÞ 
by fixing atrue ſenſe of Religion in their hearts k 
if that can be effeQtually done, 'twill ſuperſede alli 
other expedients.. She that duely confiders ſhe 8G 
alwaysin Gods preſence, will want no other in: 
ſpe&orz nor will ſhe much need monitors, whoſe 
attends to the advicesof her own conſcience. NeiÞ ti 
ther will it only tend to the ſecuring her innocence}th 
but ber reputation too 3 it being one part of thepio 
Chriſtian law to abſtaiv from all appearance of evil® 
x Theſ:. 22. to do things that are of good reporty|t® 
Phil.4.8. fo that piery is the one compleat armay 
to] * 
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Ly to defend both their virtue and fame. And 'tis ex” 
rejremely neceſlary they ſhould be furniſht with it, at 
lifes Age eſpecially, when they do at firſt enter into 
efxjihe World, which we may well look on as a taking 
ily]6e Field; conſidering how many Affaults they are 
hzJtbere like to meet with; and if they go witnout 
tyyJhis Armature, they may, none knows how ſoon, 
ndjb 1ncurably wounded ; of which there want not 
edJbany ſad inſtances, ſome whereof might probably 
zrefiſave been prevented, had the Parent taken care 
2 have better fortified them. | 
mel 44-Andindeed "tis not alittle ſad to ſee how much 
ofthis their moſt important concern is neglected. 
by[Many Mothers who are nicely curious in other parts 
hetÞof their Daughters breeding, are utterly inconſi- 
ſhejderate of this 3 they muſt have all civil Accom- 
;pliſhments, but no Chriſtian. Thoſe are excluded 
hig}out of the ſcheme of Education, aud by that means 
ntof ye under the prejudice of being not only unneceſ- 
ergary, but ungentye, below the regard of Perſons 
gt Quality. *'Tis much to be fear'd, that this neg- 
Rect toward their Children, is founded in a prevt- 
e Bus contempt of Piety' in themſelves; vet I ſuppoſe 
in--4s often increas'd by a little Vanity they have of 
7ho keing them excel in ſome of thoſe exterior Quali- 
(eb ties, which may recommend them to the humour of 


nex}the World ; upon the improving whereof they arc 


intent, that more material things are over-lookt 
wil *2d when thoſe are acquired, the pride of ſhewing 
rf; them betraicsthem to other Inconveniences. The 
na Mother oft no: oaly permits, but incites the Daugh- 
7. H h ter 


to 
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ter to the opportunities of boaſting her excellencies, 
{ends her ſo oft abroad on that deſign, that at laſt 
perhaps ſhe cannot when ſhe would keep her at 
home, as I believe too many have found experimens, 
ta}ly true. Ina word, this Interval between Child- 
hood and Majority, is the moſt Critical point of a 
Womans liſe,and therefore ſhould be the moſt nice- 
ly and warily attended ; & a Mother had need ſum-] 
mon not only all her care and diligence, but her prus 
dence t00, well to diſcharge this part of her obligas 
tion, 

45- I {hall notinfiſt more minutely upon Particu» 
lars: Thave in the former Se&ion ſpoken ſomewhat 
of what 'tis fit theſe young Virgins ſhould do and a: 
void, and whatever by that,. or by any more exaQ 
rule appears their intereſt or duty, 'tis the Mothers 
to ſee.it be not neglected by them 3 but where 
Kindneſs alone will not prevail, to employ their aus 
thority too 3.and by a diſcreet mixture of each, ſes by 
cure their obſervance by both the tenures of Lovg W 
and Reverence. YetI ſhall a little refle& upon one}®' 
particular I mention'd beſore,l mean that of Marrys C 
ing where they have averſion, which thoughlT therg de 
charg'd as the Crime of the Daughter, yet I mull ” 
here ſay the Original, and more inexcuſable guilt wh 
uſually in the Parents, whoare ſometimes ſuch IdovÞ® 
laters to Wealth and Honour, that they Sacrificg]® 
their Children to them 5 a more barbarous ImmozyR* 
lation then that to 97och; for though that were ves Bl 
ry inhumane, yet it had this alleviation, that the ne 


»21n Was ſhort; but a loathed Bed 1s at once an = wn 
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F and a lingring Torment; nay, not only ſo, but a 
at | temptation too; ſothat 'tis a Tyranny of a moſt nn- 
N- 
]. 
a 


| limited kind; extends its Effe&s even to Eternity ; 
and fure that Mother muſt have very petrified 
'2 | Bowels, have loſt all Natural Compaſſion, that can 
e. | {0 impoſe on her Child. 

a- | 46: I ſhall add no more concerning thisrelation of 
a» 1.2 Mother, but only one ſhort advice, That thoſe 
As \who groan under the fruſtration of their hopes ; 
| whoſe children by any ſcandalous misbehaviour be- 
a- | come the Objedts of their ſhame and grief, would 
at | foberly conſider,, whether it have not been ſome 

| way owing to themſelves, eitherby neglett in their 
| Education, or by their own ill Example: "Tis uſu- 
ally one, and ſomtimes both. They that upon recol- 

re | Iettion can aſſure themſelves 'tis neither, may bear 

u- | the afflition with much the greater cheerfulneſs; 

=. | but they that cannot, I am ſure ought to bear it 

vel vith much the more patience and ſubmiſſion; take 

eas Cods Lefture of Repentance,and look on their 

ys Childrens faults as the produ& of their own. And 

ref decauſe SatisfaCtion 1s an indiſpenſible part of Re- 

iſ} prntance, they are with their utmoſt induſtry to en» 

3x} ®avour to the repairing of thoſe Ruins they have 

os made, by recalling thoſe to Virtue, whoby their 

61 means have ſtraied from it. 'Tis true, the errors of 
of Education, like aſubtil Poiſon; do ſo mix with the 

ca | Slood, ſoincorporate intothe Humors and Man- 

he Þers, that *twillbe very difficult to allay their Et: 

te} ts; and therefore the leſs they are themſelvesable 

1d [todo towards it, the more earneſtly they muſt im- 

Hh 2 portune 
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portune a Higher Power. He who divided: the [th 
Light from the Darkneſs, can ſeparate the Effets Þha 
from the Cauſes; and as he reſtrained the natural 
property of Fire, 1n the cafe of the three Children, |: 
Dan.3. (o He only can reſcue their Children from 
that deſtruction to which their negligence has ex- |: 
poſed them. But as to the influence their example 
has had.they may do ſomething towards the redref 
of that, by ſetting them anew Copy, making theit | 
own change ſo viltble, ſo remarkable. that they may Þ; 
have the very ſame means of reclaiming, which Þw 
there was of ſeducing them. : And this is a piece of th 
Juſtice, whichſeems to call aloud upon many Mo- 
thers, The irregularities of Youth could hardly have Þ 
grown to the preſent height, had they not received 
warmth and ſhelter from the pratticeof theirElders, 
which do'sat once give incouragment and take of 
reſtraints; the Mother looſes not only her Authori- 
ty,but her confidence to admoniſh or reprove. With 
what face canſhe require that ftrift and ſevere mo» 
deſty of a young Girl, which 'fſhe- who ſhould be.aÞ 
Matron will not practice? ortye up the giddy. wars 
dring humor of Youth, within thoſe - bounds: ſhe” 
hs too {trait forher own ? and how ready.-a re 


OE DSS! 


- 
r—— 


tortion will eyen Scripture it ſelf afford for ſuch an 
Impoſer ? Thou that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not 
thy ſelf? Rom. 2.21. Let it therefore be the cart 
of all Mathers to live a perpetual Lecture to.thew 
Children, fo to exemplifie to them all Virtue and' 
Picty,that they may contribute ſomething to-their 
Spiritual,as well as their Natural Libutark 


QWwever 
they 
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Ie they may atleaſt deliver their own ſouls, and not 
ts [have their childrens guilt recoile upon them as the 
il Jnohappy originals of 1t. 

,, | 47.. The laſt relation of a married woman is that 
a fof a Miſtriſs, the inſpection of the family being uſu- 
x Jally her Province: z and though ſhe be not ſupreme 
le Jthere, yet ſheis toimprove her delegated authority 
6 [to the advantage of all under it; 'and her more 
it [conſtant reſidence gives her more opportunities of 
y fat, then the frequent avocations of the Husband 
h {will perhaps allow him.. St. Paul ſets:1t as the cal- 
of $hing;and indiſpenfible duty of the Married Women, 
d- [hat they guide: the houſe, 1 Tim.5.18..not thinkingit 

7e fapoint of:greatneſs to remit the manage 'of all 'do- 
d {meſtick concerns to a mercenary :houſe-keeper. 
s And indeed fince it has been a faſhionable thing 
of [for the Maſter to reſign up his concerns to the 
i= | Steward, and the Lady hers to the Governant, it 
th [has gone ill. with moſt great families, whilſt theſe 
O- Officers ſerve themſelves inſtead of thoſe who em- 
Afſiploy them; raiſe fortunes-on their patrons ruines, 
& {and divide the ſpoil of the family; the houſe- keeper 
he pilfering| witga doors,and the Bathff plundering 
& | without: : 

an [+ ' 48. Now tothe well guid ing of the houſe by the 
of Miſtreſs ofrit;Þ know no better or more comprehen- 
x | five rule, then for her. to endeavour to make all 
x | that are-hers to. be Gods ſervants alſo; this will 
id: "cure her of: all thoſe 1ntermeCial qualifications 
in. them in which her ſecular intereſt is concerned, 

their own.cbnſciences being the beſt ſpy ſhe can 
{ct 


he 
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fertupon them, asto their truth and fidelity, and thy "4 
-beſt ſpur alſo todiligence and induſtry. But to'the 
making them ſuch, there will need firſt inſtruction hi 
and ſecondly diſcipline. It isa neceſſary part of theſje i 
Rulers care, to provide that none in their family; 
ſhould want means of neceſlary inſtrucion.I do not; 
ſay that the Miſtreſs ſhould ſet up for a catechiſt, orfpf 
preacher ; but that they take order they ſhould beſo 
taught.by thoſe who are qualified for the emplobhher 
ment, And that their furm{hing them with knowſhe 
ledge, may not ſerve only to help them toa greataſyy 
number of ſtripes, L»k; 12.4.7. they are to give themlgc 
the opportunities of conſecrating it by Prayer and 
devotion: tothat end to have publick divine officalje( 
_ nn the family z and thatnot by ſtarts or accidennf} 
( when a devouter guelt is to be entertained, andI{f- 
laid by whena prophane) but daily and regularlyh 
that the hours of Prayers may be fixt and conſtantfare 
as thoſe of 'meals, and (1f.it may poſlible be) ally 
much frequented 3 however that towards it ſhift, 
o1ve both precept and example. - ik 

49. A chriſtian family ſhonld be the Epitome otffy 
a Church ; but alas how many among us lye under} 
a perpetual Interdi&; and yet not from the uſu 
pation of aty forreign power, but from-che irrelizÞde 
gion of the domeſtick. One may go into dives; 
great families, and after ſome ſtay there,not be abla{ 
to ſay that thename of God was mentioned to anyfanc 
other purpoſe, then that of blaſphemy and execratify 
tionz nor a text of Scripture,unleſs in Burleſque andJto, 
prophane Drollery. And fure we need not wondet 

at 
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4 at the univerſal complaint that 1s now made of ill 
leffervants, when wereflect upon this il] government 
helof families. They that are ſuffer'd wholly to forget 
{their duties toward God, will not always Jonp 
Kit towards man. Servantsare nat ſuch Philoſophers, 
ilfthat upon the bare ſtrength of a few moral inſtin&s 
Whthey will be virtuous; and if by acuſtomary negle& 
of all things ſacred, they are once taught to look at 
bthothing beyond this World, they will often find 
Obſtemptation enough here to diſcard their honeſty, as 
Withe moſt unthriving trade. And indeed when the 
tahwe of religionis quite taken off from the Vulgar, 
M0 there will ſcarce any thing elſe be found to keep 
nghhem within any tolerable bounds; fo that 'tis no 
le impolitick then prophane to{lacken that rein, 
ny 50. But it isnot only the intereſt, but the duty 
naIgf all that have families, to keep up the eſteem and 
I practice of Religion in them. 'Twas one of the 
frcateſt endearments of Abraham to God, that he 
 Uiworld command his hauſhold to keep the way of the 
NfLord, Gen. 18. 19. And Joſhua undertakes no leſs 
Ybr the piety of his houſhold then himſelf, 5 for 
Wye ard my houſe we will ſerve the Lord, Jol. 24. 15. 
leflAnd fure *tis but reaſonable, that where we' our 
uflves owe an homage, we ſhould make all our 
l dependents acknowledge the ſame. Beſides it 1s: 
Fijuſtice in reſpe&t of them; for where we entertain 
ItfÞifcrvant, we take the whole perſon into our care. 
nffand proteQion3 and are falſe to that undertaking 
raif we ſuffer hjs ſoul the moſt precious part of him 
idIto periſh; and God who keepsaccount even of his 


let meaneſt 
at 


64 THE LADIES CALLING. Parenþ 9 
meaneſt creatures, will not patiently reſent ſuch @| t! 
neglett of thoſe who bear his own Image , and} v 
were ranſomed with as great aprice as their Mas| fa 
ſters were,for there is xo reſpe of perſons with "M n1 
Eph.6.9. Pt 
"_ 1. But when Piety isplanted in a family, twill v 
ſof wither, if it be not kept in vigor by Diſci-| n 
pline; nay indeed to have ſervants feemingly de- W 
vout in the Oratory, and yet really licentious ontÞ'f 
of it, is but to convert ones houle into a Theater 
have aplay of Religion, and keep a ſet of actor 
only to perſonate and repreſent it.. *Tis therefore ic 
neceſlary to inquire how they behave themſelves 
when they are off the Stage 3 whether thoſe handsF 
which they clevate in Prayer, are at other timesÞT: 
mduſtriouſly apply'd to work 3. or thoſe mouths] 
wherewith they there bleſs God, are not elfef'P: 
where filled with oaths and curſes, ſcurrilities} fc 
and revilings;-in a word whether that form off t! 
Godlineſs be not deſfign'd in commutation for ſo £ 
briety and honeſty. Indeed the governors of fan 
milies ought to make aſtrit inſpeQion into thep® 
manners of their ſervants,and where they find themſ;## 
good to affix ſome ſpecial mark of favour, by whichſ: 
they may both be encouraged to perſevere, andÞ'® 
others to begin ; but where they df{cern them vice» 
ous, there as eminently to diſcountenance, ſeverely ® 
to admoniſh them, aad ute all fit means for their re® 
claiming z and when that fcems hopeleſs, to difſmil 
them that they may not infect the reſt. A little lea] *1 
ven, ſaith th2 A>o'tle, l2av2»eth the whole inwp, Oh 4 
by | rney 
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#| the 5.0. and oneill ſervant (like aperiſht tooth ) 
1d} will be apt to corrupt his fellows. 'Tis therefore thE 
a-| fame in families that it is in more publick commu- 
dzþ nmties, where ſeverity to the il] is mercy and pro- 

| rection ro the reſt 5 and were houſes thus early 
"yg weeded of all idle and vicious perſons, they would 
ci-þ not be ſo overgrown,nor degenerate into ſuch rude 
e| wildernefles, as many (nay I fear moſt ) great fa- 
nth} files now are. 
ent 52. But as ſervants are not to be tolerated in the 
28]. neglect of their duty, ſo neither are they to be de- 
rel feated of any of their dugg, Maſters are to give to 
reg] their ſervants that whit juſt and equal, Col.4.1. 
deþ And ſure *tis but juſt and equal that they who are 
ies] rational: creatures ſhould not be treated with the 
the t1gor or contempt of brutes : a ſufhcient and decent 
Ie proviſion, both in fickneſsand in health,js a juſt debt 
ies} to them, beſides an cxat performance of thoſe par- 

fff ticular contrafts upon which they were entertain'd. 
ſo} £abar had ſo much of natural juſtice, that he would 
faq nottake the advantage of Facobs relation to him to 
heſmake himſerve him gratis, Brcazſe thou art my bro- 
emſ.#2er ſhouldſt thon therefore ſerve me, for nonght ? tell 
chi 77 therefore what ſhall thy wages be 2 Gen. 29. 15. 
adÞBut alas now a days where ſervants have been told, 
c&{ day expreflyarticled for their wages, 'tis with many 
ly 1 caſte thing toget it : nay 'tis thought” by fome 
red Maſters an infolence, a piecc of i!] manners to de-- 
wiſh wand it 3 and when they have worn out a ſervant, 
eq] they either pay hifi not at all, or with the ſame pro- 
alJ traction and regr:t, which they do their Tailors for 
hel © I the 
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tie o1d cloathes they have caſt off, I fear there' 
are many inſtances of this, eſpecially among great 
pzrſons, it being a received mode with too many 
of them to pay no debts to thoſe who are too mean 
to conteſt with them. But however they may ruffle, 
it out with men, it will one day arraign them be-: 
fore God as moſt injurious oppreſlorsz there being 
no crime, of that kind more frequently or ſeverely 
branded in Scripture, then this of the detentation 
of the wages of the ſervant and hireling. Beſides, 
this example of * 1njuſtice, whercin the ſervant is 
pailive, is often tranſcribd by him in atts of fraud 
and deceit, and hes aptW thiak it but an equal re- 
taliation, to break his traſt where the Maſter breaks 
his covenant; and when he once attempts to be his | 1! 
own pay maſter, 'tis not to be doubted but he will Þ © 
allow himſelf large uſe for the forbearance of his | 7: 
wages ; ſothat the courſe isno le(s unprofitable to | © 
the Maſter then unjuſt and diſhonourable. 42 
53. I am not ſure 'tis always in the wives power] fl 

to prevent this or any of the former faults in the}! 

'  menazge of the family. For her authority being but Þ' 
''- ſubordinate, if the Husband whois lupreme ſu pend” ol 
her power, he dots by that vacating her rule take" 
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oFthe duty conſequent toit 3 ſo that what I have! ſo 
ſaid.c2n b2 obligatory to none that are ſoimpeded y} fc 
Pd 
but to thoſe who either can do'it themſelves, ori fl 
perfwade their husbands to.it, the omiſſion will bet 
their ſia, all the profancn2s and diſorder of the ta-,J* 
mily will be charg'd upo1 their account, if it came 
by their defauit. | | 
| 54. An 
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© 54. And this methinks is a conliderotion that 
may much mortifie one uſual piece of vanity, [ 
mean that of a multitude of ſervants. We ſhall all 
e,| Of us find burden enough of our own per{onal mil- 
| carriages, and need not contrive to fetch 1n more 
g | Weight from others. And in families 'ris generally 
obſervable, that the bigger they are the worſe; 
n | Vice gains boldneſs by numbers, is hatcht up by the 
s, | warmth of a full ſociety 3 and we Caily {ce people 
is | Venture upon thoſe enormities in conſort and in a 
4 | croud, which they would not dare did they think 
>. | they ſtood ſingle. Beſides the wider the Province 
cs | 1s, the more d'fficult it iswell to adminiſter it 3 aud 
is | 10 a heapof ſervants many faults will ſcape undilſ- 
11 | cern'd,efpecially conſidering the common confede- 
is | Facy there is uſually among them, for the cluding 
-o | of diſcipline : fo that what the wiſeman ſpeaks of 
| not 1 en multitude of unprofitable children, I 
FT think may vety well be applied to ſervants, whoſe 
«| unprofitableneſs uſually increaſes together with 
F their number. I have now runthrough the ſeveral 
1d 4 obligations conſequent to the married ſtate, where- 
eqn even upon this very curſory view, there appears 
ve fo many particulars, that if they were all duly at- 
4 tended, Ladies need notbe much at alois how to 
or: entertain themſelves, nor run abroad in a Roman-. 
ef fick queſt after forreign divertiſements, when they 
a-4Jave ſuch variety of engagements at home. 
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6 E next ſtate which can ſucceed to that ofþ f 
Marriage is Widowhood, which though h 
it ſuperſedes thoſe duties which were terminated 
mecerly in the perſon of the Huſband, yet it en+; 
Gears thoſe which may be paid to his fl Lavell : * 
i flrong 4s death, Cant. 8.6, and therefore when |. 
It 15 pure and genuine cannot be extinguiſht by it; 1 
but burns like the funeral lamps of old even inf 
vaults and cbarnel houſes; the conjugal love tranſ«She 
planted. into the grave (| as into a finer mold )Sor 
improves into piety, and lays a kind of ſacred by Ww 
I;zation upon the Widow to perform all offices ater 
reſpe&t and kindneſs which his Remains are cas Fe! 
POe of. re 
Now thofe Remains are of three ſorts, ki 
WY his memory,and his children, The moſt: pro- 
perexpreſſion of her love to/ the firſt, is in giving þo 
it an honourable Enterrment ; > I mean not tuch as# 
. may vye With the Polandextravagances (of which 
'*tis obſerved that two or three near ſucceeding fu-ſ 
nerals ruine the family) but prudently proportion'd 
to his quality and fortune, fo that her zeal to hi in 
Corps may not 1njure a nobler relique of him, his 
Cildrgys And this deenaeyr1 1s a much better in-or 
FER THAT | | ſtance in 


”o, 


— 4 
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Wtance of her kindneſs, then all thoſe Tragical Fu- 
- Ines wherewith ſome Women ſeem tranſported" to- 
tſyards their dead Husbands, thoſe frantick Em- 
braces and. careſſes of a. Carcaſs, which betray a 
ictle too much. the ſcpſuality of thar Love. And 
3s ſomething obſervable, that thoſe vehement 
Paſſonsquickly exhauſt themſelves, and by a kind 
ff Sympathetick Efhcacy, as the Body ( on which 
h Kheir affection was fixt ) malders, ſo.does that alſo, 
JÞay often it attends not thoſe leiſurely degrees of 
1-Kiflolution, but by a more precipitate motion ſeems 
eHather to vaniſh then conſume. 
n 1-3, The more valuable Kindneſstherefore, is that 
t:$0 his Memory, endeavouring toembalm that, keep 
nt from periſhing 3 and by this innocent Mayick (as 
(-She Egyptians were wont by a moreguilty) ſhe may 
)&onverſe with the dead, repreſent *himm'{o to her 
b-Swn thoughts, that his life may ſtill be repeated to 
ater : and as in a broken Mirror the refraftion mul- 
a-Yiplies the Images, ſo by his diſlolution every hour 
Sreſents diſtin& Idea's of him 3 fothat ſhe ſees him 
zishhe oftner, for his being hid' from her Eyes. But - 
0-Þ they uſe not to Embalm without Odors, fo ſhe 
ngS not only to preſerve, but perfume his Memory, 
a$Fender it as fragrant as ſhe can, not only to her ſelf 
chÞut others; by reviving the remembrance of what- 
fu-Sver was praiſe-worthy in him, vindicating him 
Som all calumnies and' falſe accuſations, and ſti- 
ling (or allaying )) even true ones as much ſhe can; 
Fd indeed, a Widow can no way better provide 
in-For her own honour, then by this tendernefs of her 
aaſbands, 44-4 | 4, Yct 
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1. PHE next ſtate which can ſucceed to that of. Þo 
Marriage 1s Widowhood, which though Jth 
it ſuperſedes thoſe duties which were terminated. | 
meerly in the perſon of the Huſband, yet it en-. 
gears thoſe which may be paid to his athes. Love 
i firong 4s death, Cant. 8.6, and therefore when F 
It 1s pure and genuine cannot be extinguiſht by it,” | 
but burns like the funeral lamps of old even in ſt 
| vaultsandcbarnel houſes; the conjugal loye tran(+,, 
+ . planted, into the grave ( as into a finer mold ).: 
\ I1mproves into piety, and lays a kind of ſacred ob-- 
ization npon the Widow to perform all offices of . he 
reſpe&t and kindneſs which his Remains are ca»! 1 jp 
pabis of. -Þþ 
Now thofe Remains are - of three ſorts, his! 
KW"; his memory,and his children, The moſt pro; a 
perexpreſſion of her Jove to/ the firſt, is in giving; br 
1t an honourable Enterrment 3 > I mean nat tuch as* 
; may .vye with the Polandextravagances (of which Ih 
'tis obſerved that two or three near ſucceeding fu-- : 
nerals rujne the family) but prudently proportion'd#[fto 
to his quality and fortune, fo that her zeal to his? 
Corps may not injure anobler relique of him, his 
Childrens And this decency: | 15 a a much better in-* flor 
ſtance Hu 
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ſtance of her kindneſs, thenall thoſe Tragical Fu- 
ries wherewith ſome Women ſeem tranſported'to- 

wards their dead Husbands, thoſe frantick Em- 

' Ebraces and careſſes of a. Carcaſs, which betray a 
lictle too much. the ſcpſuality of ther Love. And 
tis is ſomething obſervable, that thoſe vehement 
IPaſſionsquick!y exhauſt themſelves, and by a kind 
-Fof Sympathetick Efficacy, as the Body ( on which 
their affection was fixt ) malders, ſo.does that alſo, 
nay often it attends not thoſe leilurely degrees of 
 I8iflolution, but by a more precipitate motion ſeems 

' Frather to vaniſh then conſume. _- - | 

|. 3, The more valuable Kindneſstherefore, is that 

Fo his Memory, endeavouring toembalm that, keep 
Fit from periſhing 3 and by thisinnocent Mapick (as 
+ Ithe Egyptians were wont by amoreguilty)ſhe may 
- Fconverſe with the dead, repreſent *him"{o to her 
> fown thoughts, that his life may ſtill be repeated to 
F.fher: and as in a broken Mtrror-the refraftion mul- 
-Ftiplics the Images, fo by his diſſolution every hour 
preſents diſtin& Idea's of him 3 fothat ſhe ſees him 

s he oftner, for his being hid! from her Eyes. But - 
"7 & they uſe not to Embalm without Odors, fo ſhe 
g:JÞ not only to preſcrve,' but perfume his Memory, 
8 tender it as fragrant as ſhe can, not only toher ſelf 
h- but others; by reviving the remembrance of what- 
1->Jfver was praiſe-worthy in him, vindicating him 
d*{fhom all calumnies and: falſe accuſations, and ſti- 
fling (or allaying ) even true ones as much ſhe can; 
is*JAnd indeed, a Widow can no way better provide 
- "for her own honour, thenby this tendernefs of her 
e Huſbands, JT | 4. Yct 
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4. Yet there is another expreſſion of it, infs P. 
rior to.none of the former, and that is, the ſetting 
ſuch a value upon her relation to him, asto do nos} 
thing unworthy of it. "Twas the dying charge off, 
Auguſtus to/his Wife Livia, Behave thy ſelf well, anti}, 

remember. eur. Marriage, And ſhe who has beet; 
Wife to a Perſon of Honour, muſt ſo remember i 
as not.to do any thing below her ſelf, or which het , 
( could he have foreſeenit)thould juſtly have been ©, 
alhamed of. | "MF, 
....5- The laſt ' Tribute ſhe can pay him is in hy 
Children. Theſe he leaves as his Proxies to receivgh- 
the kindneſs of which himſelf is uncapable ; ſo that, 
the Children -of a Widow may claim a doublay. 
portion of the Mothers love, one upon their Nah; 
tive right, as hers; the other, as a bequeſt in rights: 
of. ther. dead Father. And indeed, ſince ſhe is tf fn 
ſupply the place of both Parents, 'tis but neceflaryÞ;, 
ſhe ſhould piit on the affetions of both, and to'th pe 
tenderneſs. of a)Mother, add the care and condudy, 
of a'Fatheri; :Firſt; m a fedulous care of their Elf; 
ducation:*and next, in the prudent mavagery ol, 
their Fortutes; anorderthat 1s ſometimes unhappy 
ly inverted, and-Mothers are ſo concern'd to havell, 
the Eſtate proſper in their tuition, that the Chil;; 
dren cannot 3 whilſt(by an unſcaſonable frugality; 
to fave alittle expence, ag deny them the advan; 
tages of an-Ingenious and Gentile Breeding, (welllhe 
their Eſtates perhaps to a vaſt bulk, but ſo contralin 
and narrow their minds, that they know not howhy 

'to difpoſe them to any real benefit of themſelves} 

or}. 
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Tor others. And thisis one of the moſt pernicious 
4 Parſimonies imaginable; a Mother by this ſeems to 
adopt the Fortune, and abdicate the Child, who is 
4 only made the Beaſt to bear thoſe loads: of Wealth 
F ſhe will lay on, and which ſheevidently owns as the 
tForeateſt Treaſure, ſince in tenderneſs to that ſhe 
q x gletts him. - | 
of 6. Yet ſometimes the ſame Effects ſprings from 
'another Cauſe, and Chi!dren are ill bred, not be- 
ty cauſe the Mother grudges the charge, but out of a. 
I Feminine fondneſs, 'which permits her not to part 
v7] with them to the proper places for their education 
Flike Jacob to Benjamin, her Soul is ſo bound up in 
them, that ſhe cannot lend them awhile even to 
[their own moſt neceſſary concerns; and this,though 
bot ſo ignoble a motive as the other, is'of no leſs 
WI michict, at leaſt to her Sons, who being by it con- 
oF fin'd to home, are conſequently condemn'd to be 
IJ poyſon'd (if wita nothingelſe, yet ) with the flat- 
Wteries of Servants and Tenants, who think thoſe 
19 the beſt expedient to ſecure their own ſtation. And 
AIwith theſe the young Maſter. or. Landlord is ſo 
blown up , that if his Manors were the confines 
PHof theWorld,he canlook atnothing beyond them ; 
VeEfo that when at laſt he breaks Jooſe' from his Mo- 
Withers arms, and comes abroad, he expects ſcarce to 
Mind his Equals, much leſs his Betters ; thinks he is 
angſt! to receive the ſame fawning Adorations which 
cute was uſed ta.at home: and being poſleſt with this 
acimnſolent expettation, he will ſcarce be nndeceived, 
OVFbut-at the price of many Aftronts 3. nay, perhaps he 
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may buy hisexperience with the loſs of his fe 5 by 
his 1H manners draw on a Quarrel; wherein he f 
nally periſhes. That this is no impoſſible Suppofitk 
on, ſome unhappy Mothers have found to thelt 
unſpeakable affliction. } 
7. Tis:not to bedemed, but there are alſo dat] 


' gersconſequent to the breeding Children abroad] 


Vice having mlmuated-it ſelf even into the. placg 

of Erudition, and having not only as many., but} 
the very ſane Academics with Vertue and Lear 
ing; ſo that the extreme: depravation of the time 
new ſtatesthe Queſtion; and we are not to conlid 


% - 


_ - Which is beſt, but which is the leaſt i] diſpoſure 
- _ *, Children. And in that competition ſure the hot: 


Education wylbe caft; for there they may ſuck? 
all' the Venom,-and nothing of the Antidote; the 
willnotonlybetaught baſe things, but (asI befor 
obſcry'd)-by'the baſeſt: Tutors, ſach as will ad 
all the moſt ſordid circumſtances to the improvit 
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of a Crime. Whereas 'abroad they are firſt n& tt 


like to tneet-withany whoſe intereſt is ſo much 8} 


make them Vicious :: And ſecondly, they may (aj: « 


i] as the world'ts) meetwith many who 'may gi\ 


them both-Precepts and Examples'of a better kind it 


Befides/ the Diſcipline uſed: in thoſe CommunkF: 


ties make: them know: themſelves; and the v#J a: 
rious ſorts of Learning they may acquire, will-n@#F_ 8 


only prove uſeful divertiſement (the want of whit 


1s the great ſpring of miſchief) but will, if right 1 


apply'd, furniſh them with Ingeniious and Vertuo 


Principles, ſuch as may ſet themaboyve all vile and 4 
| | 19noy c | 
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ignodle practices. So that there ſeems a conſpira- 

| tion of motives to wreſt the child from thereluctirg 
it] Mother, and to perſwade her for a while to deny 
7} her {elf rhac defare of her cies, that ſo he may ar 
+1 laſt anſ{wer the more rational deſire of her heart. - 
&— 38. As to the other part of her obligation, the 
al managing of their fortune, there is the ſame rule 
th} for her as for all other perſons that have a Truſt, 
1 viz. to do as for themſelves, That is wich the ſame 
81 care and diligence (if not a greater) as in her own 
aj. peculiar concern, I do not ſay that the ſhall con- 
| Mound the .properry, and make it indeed her own 
* by applying itto her particular uſe, A thing I fear 

wy which is too often done, eſpecially by the :gaier 
Wy fort of widows, who to keep up their own equi- 


| Fd , 


| Page, do ſometimes incroach upon their ſony pecu- 
a 


| ar,and I wiſheven that (tho bad enough) were the 
$ only caſe wherein it were don. Bur tis ſometimes 
ay to make her a better prize to a ſecond huſband: 
"the goes into another family, and as if ſhe were a 
» Colony ſear our by her ſon, he muſt pay for' the 
"planting her there x, indeed the oft repeating this 
injury, has advanc't it now into a cuſtom, andthe 
J: management of the minors eſtate is reckon'd.on 
#4 a5 part of che widows fortune, But I confeſs I ſee 
ay now what there is in the title of a Mocher, that can 
ay legitimate her defrauding her child y-ic rather enve- 
by doms the crime and adds unnaturalneſs to deceir.. 
Nil | Fehdes 'ris a prepolterous ſort of guilt, Orphans 
and Widows arc in Scripture link'd together as, 
* objeas of Gods and good mens 'pitry, and of ill. 
+ | Kk mens 
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mens oppreſſion, and how ill alas does civil War 
look among fellow ſufferers z the Widow to injure 
the Orphan is like that uncouth oppreſſion Solomon 
ſpeaks of Prov. 28. 3. 4 poor man that oppreſſeth the 
poor , & like a ſweeping rain which leaveth no food. 
Such kind of rapines are as exceſſive in their de- |. 
oree, as prodigious in their kind ; and I believe there 
are many inſtances of ſons, who have ſuffer'd more by 
the guardianſhip of their Mothers, then they could 
probably have don by the outrage of ſtrangers. 

9. How well ſuch, Mothers anſwer their obliga- 
tions to their dead Husbands, I muſt leave it to 
their own conlciences to diſcuſs,'F ſhall only offer 
them theſe ſteps of gradation by which to proceed. 
Firſt that injuſtice of any ſort is a ggeeat fin, ſe- 
condly that when 'tis in a matter of truſt tis com- 

 pticated with treachery alſo, thirdly that of all 
truſts thoſe to the dead have alwaies bin efteem'd 
the moſt ſacred: if rhey can find any alloy to th 


by the two remaining circumſtances, that 'ris the 
truſt of a Husband, and the intereſt of a child 
ſhall confeſs them: very ſubtil caſuiſts. 
ro. I have hitherto' ſpoke of what the widow} 
ows to her dead husband , but there is alſo ſomes. 
what of pecular obligation in relation to her (elf 
God who has plar'd us in this World to purſne th 
intereſts of a better, dires all the ſignal atFo 
| His providence to that end, and intends we hou! 
- ſo interptet them. So that every great change that 
- *  cecurs, 15 defign'd either to recall us from a wrong 
way, or to quicken our pace in the right,-and 


widow 
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widow may more then conjeQure that when God 


takes away the mate of her boſome, reduces her 


croa ſolitude, he dots by it ſounda retreat from 
the lighter jollities and gaierics of the world, And 
asin compliance with civil cuſtom ſhe immures 


her (elf, fits in darkneſs for a while, ſo ſhe ſhould, 


put on a more retird temper of mind, a more 
ſtri and ſevere behavior, and that not to be caſt 


.off with her veil, but to be the conſtant dreſs of 
| her widowhood, Tndeed that ſtate as is requires 


a great ſobriety and piety, ſo it affords many ad- 
vantages towards it, as the Apoſtle tells us, that ſhe 
who is married careth for the things of the World 
how fhe may pleaſe her husband, 1 Cor. 7. 34. There 
are many things which are but the due compli- 
ances of-a wife,which yet are great avocations,and 
interrupters of a ftri& devotion ; when ſhe is ma- 
numitted from that ſubje&tion, when ſhe has leſs 
of Martha's care of ſerving, (he is then at liberty to 
chuſe Mary's part, Luk. 10. 42. She has her time 
and her fortune at her own command, and conſe- + 


quently may much more abound inthe works both = 


of piety and charity, We find God himſelf re- 
trencht the wives power of binding her own ſoul, 


 Num.30, Her vows were totally infignificant with- 


out her husbands confirmation ; but che widow 
might devore her ſelf co what degree ſhe pleas'd, 
her piety has no reſtraint from any other i1con- 
fiſtent obligation, bur may ſwell as highas it can, 
Thoſe hours which were before her husbands right, 
Rem now to devolve on God the grand proprietor 
"eg K k 2 of 
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of onr time: that diſcourſe & free converſe where. 
with ſhe entertain'd him, ſhe may now convert into 
eolloquies and ſpiritual entercourſe with her 
maker, and that love which was only haman 
before, by the change of its obje& acquires a ſub- 
limiry, is exalted into divine, from lojal dat 

and conjugal affeftion becomes the eternal 2. 
and happine ſs of Angels, the ardor of a Cherubim, 
Thus may ſhe in a higher ſenſe verify Sampſons 
riddle, Fnd. 14+ 14. Fetch honey out of a Carkaſſe, 
make her husbands Alhes (like thoſe of the heifer 
under'the law, Heb. g. 13+ ) her Purification, his 


corruption may help 'to put on incorcuption , and 


her lo's of a temporary comfort may inſtate her in 
an <ternal. 

1t. AND as her ſelf ſo her fortune may 
alſo be conſecrated and indeed if ſhe be , that 
will alſo. If ſhe have made an eſcape out of 
e£gyft , there ſhall not an hoof be left behind her, 
£Ex,10. 26, Nopart of her poſſeſſions will be 


aſzn'd to vanity and exceſs, She who hath ly | 


devoted herſelf to piety, faſted and prayed wil 
Arna, Luke 2 "25; will alſo be fall of goed works and 
almi-dceds with Tabitha, At.g. 26; Thus ſhe ma 
| hea mother Wheu-ſhe ceaſes ro bear z and thou oh 


ſhe no more increaſe one Family, ſhe may ſupport 


many, and certainly the fertility of the womb, is 
nor ſ6 'valoable asthis of the bowels. Fruitfulneſ 
can be bur a happineſs, Compaſſion is a vertue, 
Nay.indeed tis a greater and. more certain happi- 
nels: A child ls not bfougnt forth but with pangs 7 

; angey 


o 
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-| anguiſh, but a work of mercy is produc'd not enly + 
0] with eaſe, but delight. Beſides, ſhe that bears a 
:c] Child, knows not whether it may prove a Bleſkng 
nf or a Curſes but Charity gives certain title to a 
>| Bleffing, and engages the moſt ſolvent Paymaſter, 
yl even God himſelf, who owns all ſuch disburſments 
as a loan to him. He that hath pity upon the poor, lend- 
le eth unto the Lord : and that which he hath given, will 
ws] he pay him again, Prov. 19. 17» 
£ 12. There was in the Primitive Times an Ec- 
er] clefiaſtcal Order of widows, which St. Paul men- 
is] tions, 1 Tim, 5. whoſe whole Miniſtry was devo- 
\d]-ted to Charity. They were indeed of the poorer 
nf ſort, fit rather to receive then give Alms ; yer the 
| leſs they could do with their Purſes, the more was 
ayj required of their Perſons, the humbler offices of 
at] "waſhing. the Saints feet , the careful. task of bring- 
of] ing »p Children, and a diligent attendance on every 
1; good work. And ſure ther is xa 4 of Reaſon, 
def that thoſe who upon the ſcore of , their Wealth, 
ly] exempt themſelves from thoſe Laborious Services, 
ſhould commute for itby. more Liberal Alms. In 
ml the warmth and zeal oof. Chriſtianity, Women of 
x the higheſt Quality performed both:;ſorts of Cha- 
rity, <A their Greatneſs in their condeſcenfions, 
AM yet aſſumid itagain in their bounty , founded Ho- 
5 ſpitals, and 'yert with a labor of love, as the Apo- 
le ſtiles ic, Heb. 6. 10. diſdain d not ſometimes 
to ſerve in them. But'theſe are Examples nat like 
i-F' to be tranicribd in our daies,. Greatneſs is now 
grown ta ſuch an uaweildineſs, that it cannot hoop, 
RK tho 
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tho tothe moſt Chriſtian Offices, and yet can as 
littleſoar up in any Munificent Charities; ir ſtands 
like Nrbxchadnezzars Golden Image, a vaſt Bulk 
only to be ador'd. 

13. Now certainly, if any Women be qualifi- 
edto avett this reproach, it muſt be the Dowagers 
of great Families and Fortunes, they have none to 
- eontrout their Viſits to the fick and afflited, or to 
reſent a diſparagement from their Humility, neither 
havethey an account to give of their poſſeſſhons 
to'any but God'and themſelves z to him ſure they 
can bring none ſo like to procure them the Eulogy |** 
of well done thes good and faithfal Servant, Matth, | 
25+ 21. asa Caralogue of their Alms. Nor in- 
deed can they any agher way diſpoſe their Fortnne |” 
fo much to their owMonrentment 5 they may in-,| 
deedcloy and fatiate their ſenſes, make proviſion} © 
for the flcſh 5 but that no way ſatisfies their reaſon, | * 
mittcy leſs their Confcience, The Soul which is aff 
the faperior part, it quite left outin that diſtribu-JJF" 
tion, nothing is communicated to it but the guilt of} - 
thoſe dear bought Exceffes. ' The only way it has 
. tobe @ ſharer in their Wealth, is by a charitable. i 
diſpenſing. The Poor are its Proxies as well as'Þ; 
Gods, and tho. in all other reſpets we may ſay |® 
tothe Soul, as the Pſelmiſt does to God, Pſa, 16. 2. | 
wy goods extend not to thee: pet by this way, it. F 

utthe chief proprie-; W 
tor, and all is laid out for its ufe, The arkgy #44 
an-ont-caſt;builds-it an everlaſting babitation, Luke. nh, 


becomesnot only a partaker, 


i 
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16. 9. the clothing the naked, arrays it in perf A 
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white linen, Rev. 19. 8. andthe feeding the huogrys | 
makes it.a gueſt at the Japper of the Lamb, v. $. Nay, 
it gains not only ag indeteifible ticle to theſe happy 
Reverſions, but it has a great deal in preſent pot- 
ſeſhon, a huge rational  Complacence ia the right 
applying of Wealth,& doing thgt with it for whict 
'twas deſfign'd; yet more,it gives a ſenſitive delight, 
nothing being more agreeable to auman nature,then 
the doing good to its own kind. A ſeaſonable 
Alms leaves a greater exultation and tranſport in 
the Giver, then it can ordinarily raiſe in the Recei- 
ver, ſo exemplifying the Maxim of our BlefſedLord, 
that itis a mvore bleſed thing to give then to receive, 
AR.20.35. This indeed is a way to clude the ſevere 
denunciation of the Apoſtle, z 7». 5. 6. A Widow 
| tbat liveth,in this pleaſure, is nit dead whileſt Jhe 1i- 
Þeth ; bur onthe contrary, ſhall live when the dies 
[when ſhe refigns herBreach,ſhal improve her bring; 
2]the Prayers of the Poor, like a beniga gale, ſhall 
aft her flight to tbe Region of Bliſs z and ſhe who 
of has here cheriſh'd the afflied Members, ſhall there 
</| be indiffolubly united to their Glorious Head. . 
« | ..14+ And now metbinks Widow-hood, under 
«| this aſpeR, is quite transform'd, is nor ſo forlorn, 
y. fp deſolate an eſtate as 'tis uſually eſteem'd. And 
"would all Widows uſe bur this expedient, thus de- 
| ore themſelves co. Piety and Charity, ic wopld,' 
A like the healing Txee, Exod. 15. 25- {weeten theſe 


3 | Waters .of Marb, render the condition not only. 
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As fupportable, bur pleaſant zand they would not need 
e(2 miake ſuch affrighted, ſuch diſadvantageous 
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eſcapes; as many do, from it. Tis true, the Apo-]* 
ſtles affirmarion'is unqueſtionable; chat the wife, | 5; 
when her huiband is dead is at liberty to be married| ©: 
to whom ſhe will, x Cor. 7. 39. But the advice he]; 
ſubjoins is authentic too, ſhe & happier if ſhe ſo 4-1; 
bide; She that may ſolace her ſelf in the Society, |: 
in the Love of her God, makes an ignoble deſcent] x/ 
to Human Embraces ; ſhe thar-may purchate Hea-] ; *: 
ven with her Wealth, buys a very dear Bargainof |}. 
the beſt Husband on Earth 5 nay indeed, upon a 
meer ſecular account, it ſeems not very prudent to], 
relinquiſh both» Liberty and Property, to Eſpouſe] *; 
at the beſt a SubjeQion, but: perhaps a Slavery, it a 
little reſembles the mad Frolicks of freed Gally- 3 
flaves, who play away their Liberty as ſoon as they 
regain it. a , 

15- Marriage is ſo great an adventare, that br 
once ſeems enough for the whole life, for whether 
they have bin proſperous or adverſe in the firſt, ir} } 
does almoſt diſcourage a ſecond atrempr. She char] 3; 
has hada good Husband, may be ſuppoſd to hav p 
his Idea fo fixt in her Heart, that it will be hard 
ro introduce any new Form : nay farther, ſhe ma {1 
very reaſonably doubt, that in this common dearth to 
of 'Virtu, two good Husbands will ſcarce fall to 
one' Womans ſhare, and an ill one will becotni 
more intolerable to' her, by the refle&tions.ſhe wil 
be apt to-make on the better. On the other” fide, 
if 'ſhe have had a-bad, the ſmart ſure cannot but req] ;, 
mainafcer tlie rod is taken off; the menrory of what (. 
ſliz hasſuffer'd ſho21d,mechinks, be a competen 

cay tiolf 


= 


caution, againſt new adventures Yet experience 
ſhews us that women (tho the-weaker ſex), have 
comrianly fortitude enough to, engquater.and baffle 
all. theſe. conſiderations. It is yo therefyre -to be 
expected that magy. will by anything thaz hagh of 
can be Taid be diverted from remaxrying: and iudecd 


wp FIT m_ 
Widows. v1 
_ » 


3. # | 
TY 1441 


TT » —_— 


ſh 


aw 


- 


ethar does not, preſerve her. widowhoog. ypon the 
unts forementioned, may. perhaps better» reliu- 
it; Sr. Paul we ſee-adviſes that thoſe Widows 
ho found no better employment then gring from 


houſe to houſe, thay grew. by their-vacancy to be 14ers 
and buſy bodies, x, Tim, 5.13. ſhould. marry againy it 
FG dhe bet Way tg fix theſe wandring planets, to 
ind them buſigets of their own at home, that (9 
| they may not ramble abroad. to: intertnedglte with 
hat of othzrs. And the truth is they that cannot 
brook. the reticegrieſs. and gravity which b:comes 4 
widow,bad better put themſclves in a ſtate thatleſs 
{ requires it; and if they reſolve not to conform their 
| Winds. to their condition, to brivg their condition 
'e1to their minds; but in the doing that there will 
=] be ſome cautions very neceſſary to be Ob» 
#1 {crv;d.-I ſhall reduce them to-two, the one relating 
21 to the tins, the other to the equality of the 
oa] watch. p 
ney. 16. Firſt in r 


eſpe of time, common 'de+ 


wy cency requires that there be a conſiderable in- 
21 teryal between the parting with one husband and 
3 the chuſing anocher. This has bin ſo much ob- 
yr, ſerved by nations that were 


ol 


at al} civiliz'd,. that 
2 8 we 


+» y— 
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we find Numa made it-a law, that no widow ſhould 
marry-under 10. months, and'if 'any did {Me was 
to ſacrifice as for the expiation of a crimes and 
this continued in force many ages after, inſomuch 
that when upon reaſons of State Aueuſims found: it 
uſeſal to marry his fiſter 0Favia to Antoniis, no- 
thing: lefs then a decree of the-Senare could Hh: 
cenſe the anticipating the time', ſo jealons obſer- 
vers were they of this point of Civility, hat they 
thought the whole ſtate was concern'd in the vio- 
tation, 'Tis true we. have no law in the caſe, but 
we have ſomewhat of cuſtom, I know not how 
Jong we ſhall have, fince the frequent breaches 
of xt threaten quite to cancet it: yet a woman 
that is tender of her' honor will ſcarce give her 


example towards the reſcinding it. The wounds 


of 'grief are ſeldom heal'd by any hand but chat of 
time, and therefore too ſudden a cure ſhews the 
hart pierc'd not deep z and fhe that can make her 


mourning veil af optic to draw a'new Jover neerer. 
to her ſight,gives cauſe toſuſpedt the ſables were all 


withour. "» 
17. The next thing confiderable is the equas 


lity of the match. Marriage is ſo cloſe alink, that 
to have \it ea(y *tis good to have the parties as. 


even. proportion'd as may be. And firſt in ref 


of quality and "fortune , 'tis to be wiſht there. 
ſhould: be no-eminent diſproportion. Thoſe that: 
meet moſt upon a level, are leaſt ſubje& to thoſe 


upbraidings that often attend a great deſcent of 
either party ;- it-4s therefore no prudent - motive, 
by 
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by which ſome'Widows are ſiyay'd, who, marr y 


only fora ger ricle; who often do not meer with 
fo much of , obeiſance from Aratigers, as, they do 
with contempt. from their husbands -and his rela- 
tions. There have. been many examples of Lords, 
who have uſed rich,” but inferior , widows like 
ſpunges,, & wepiNd them to fill theniſelves "again 
only with the' air of a big name. On the other 
\ | fide' for a woman th marry very meanly and too 
much below her (Hf, is rather worſe, theſe kind 
; | of matches are ordinarily made in a tranſport of 
"| paſfion, and when chat abates and leaves her to 
|] ſober refleions, ſhe will *probably. be (o angry 
4 with her (elf, that ſhe will ſcarce be well pleasd 
with her husband. 'A ſtate of (ubje&tion is a little 
ſweetned by the worth and dignity of the ruler : for 
a$it is. more honorable, ſo *tis alſo more eaſie , 
the ſerviler ſpirits being of all others - the moſt 
imperious in command. And ſure 'twill not a little 
| = a woman of honor, to think ſhe has made 
ſucha one her Maſter, who perhaps would beſore 
end thoughtit a preferment to have been her ſer- 
vatit. Nay farther,ſuch marriages have commonly 
anill refleion'on the modeſty of che Woman, it | 
being uſually preſam'd that where the diſtance 
was ſo great,as to diſcourage ſuch an attempt oa, 
I this part, there was ſome invitation on. hers: So. 
FJ that upon all accounts ſh» is very forlorn who 
thiu's Aifpoſes of her ſelf: yet” tis roo well known 
ſuch marches have oft been made, and the ſame 
levity and inconfideration way betray cthers to 
Y Ll 2 its 


Forth 
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it; and thereſore"tis their concesn.well OA 1, 
their minds, and.to. provide. that their paſſion . ng. | £ 
ver perthe alcendane, over their reaſon, 1; | 

18. Another > yery. neceſſary _ equality is, that | 6 
df their Juoginent 33 to Religign,., Id e 
tha: "rh:Y are to_Cakechize: each, oth = 

TY el [ A JM ITCTUL - | . C< 
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their opinion lipþdn the other .; yer I doubt: 
{1.0m kept, unle(s, it be by thoſe whoſe carg 
I:ſneſs of all Religion'abates their zeal to any. gag 
Bur where they have apy earneſtneſs,in their. way, 
epecially where cne- party thinks the other mg 
da mndbleerror, will (carce be poſſible to wo 


pi in ſuch matches,  that_neither ſhall impole 


endeavoritig to reduce them 3 .8nd.:that endeA 
begets difpures, thoſe diſputes. heats, thoſe .h 

diſguRs, and thoſe _diſguſts perhaps end in aver]. 
ſion; fo that at laſttheir affte@ions grow as. Unrey 
cohcilible, as 'their opinions , and their religious 
jars dfaw; on domieſtick. Befidesif none of Thelsf. 
( 404 34 4 v2 # ” . (| 
p<rſ6n4l'd6bates happen, yet the. education.-of tht 

children, will be matter of diſpute ; the .one parent 
will ſtill be counterminjng the other, each ſeckigg 
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to recover. the others proſelytes.Nay. it introduces 
faction, jgto the inferior. parts of. the family roo * 
the ſeryangsaccording'to; their different perſwa- 
ons bandy-.into leagues and parties ſo that it 
endangers, if ' not. utterly. deſtroys all concord 
- infamilies; 2nd all this, train of miſc hiefs ſhould 
methinks þe: a- competent, prejudice againſt ſuch 


. There .is; yet 2 third particular wherein 
any. great dilproportion;.is much to be avoided, 
and that. is in Years. The humors of'youthand age 
differ fo widely, that. there had need be a great. 
deal of skill to.compoſe the;difcord jimto a harmo- 
ay- - Whena young: Woman marries an old man, 
there are commonly jealouſtes on the 'one - part and 
loathings. op,the. other, and if there be not an 
eminent degree of diſcretion in, one or both, there 
will be perpetual diſagreements. .. Buc this'is a 
caſe that does not often-happen ameng thoſe I now: 
{peak to: for tho the avarice of Parents ſometimes 
forces maids upon ſuch'marches, yet. .widows, who: 
are their own, chooſers, ſeldom- make ſuch ele- 
Qzons. Theinequality among them.commonly 
falls on the ether fide; and old wamen marry 
young men-': Indeed any. marriage:is_ in ſuch @ 
olly and dptage, they 'who muſt ſuddenly make 
\their beds ig, op duſt,what'ſhould they think ofa 
6- nuptial couch?:-And toſuch the anſwer of the 
wh Philofopher, is. oppoſite ,; who being demanded 
whac was the btteſt time-for marrying, replied , 
for the youpg not yet, for:the:old not at all 
7.4 20, But 
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720. But this- dotage becomes perfeRt* frenzy” | w 
and madneſs when they chuſe young 'Hiusbands : 
this isan accumulation of abſurditievand ' contra-/ 
ditions. The husband and the Wife are but*one' 
perſon, and yet at once 'young andold; freſh' and J 
witherd. 'Tis a reverſing che decrees of nature | di 
and therefore 'twas no ill anſwer whith DPronyſine] it 
the Tyrant gave his mother, who in her age de='J If 
ſigadſuch'a march, that tho by his/ regal power] if 
he could diſpencg with poſitive laws, 'yet he coult&}] 
not abrogate thoſe of nature 5 or make it fit for” 
her an old woman to marry an old man. *Tis! 
iadeed an inverſion of reaſons, a confounding the! 
Kalendar, making a mungrel moneth' of -May and" 
December ; and the conjundtion proves as fatal as” 
it is prodigious ; 'ic being ſcarce ever ſeen that® 
fuch a match proves tolerably happy. And indeed” 
'tis not imaginable how it ſhould,' for firſt *cis to! 
be preſum'd'thar ſhe that marries ſo muſt marry* 
meanly, no young man who does not need her for 
tune will takeher perſon. For tho ſome have the® 
| humor togive great rates for inanimate antiqui-? 
ties, yet none'will take the living gratis. - Next the' 
never miſſes to be hated by him ſhe marries : he'en 
looks on her as his rack 8 torment, thinks himſelf} w; 
_ under the lingring torture devis'd -by Mezentiz /Þ Pi 
2 my body tied to a dead. Nor muſt ſhe think to 13, 
cure this by any the litcle adulteries of art: ſh&J Se 
may buy beauty, and yet can never make it hew: 
own z may paint, yet never be fair, - 'Tis like ena-J ti 
meling?a mud wall, the-courſneſs of the groun ch 
will 


WI 


| 
F 


: 

- 
Bo 
by 


i 


_— — 


of Widews, 7 


; _—” . "wo. nd 
| _— _ ans 4, 
, SeR...[IT. x 1 pf! 
n a + 8 * 6 
| —_ 


will ſpoil the varniſh and the oreateſt exquilitneſs 


| of dreſs ſerves. but to illuftrate her native blemi- 


ſhes.: So that all ſhe gains by this is to make him 


© ſcorn as well as.abhor her, 


21. Indeed there is nothing can be more ri- 
diculous, then an old Woman gaily ſer out, and 


y| it was not unaptly ſaid of Diogenes to ſuch a one, 


1% 


24 If this decking be for the living, you are deceived 
if for the dead, make haſt to them: and I doubt 
many young Husbands will be ready to ſay as 


mach. Nay becauſe death comes riot quick enough. 
to. part them, there is few have patience to attend 
its loitering pace: the man bids adicu to the Wife 
tho not to her fortune, takes that to maintain his 
knxories elſe where, allows her ſome little annuity, 
and makes her a penſioner to her own eſtate. So 
that he has his deſign, but ſhe none of hers: he 
married for her fortune, and he has its ſhe for 


*F his perſon , and has it not: 'and which is worſe: 


buies her defeat with the loſs of all z he commonly 


leaving her as empty of mony as he found her of 
j Wit. 


22+ And truly this is a condition deplorable 
enough, and yet uſually fails even of that comſort 
which is the laſt reſerve of the miſerable, I mean 
Pitty. "Tis the Wiſe man's queſtion, Zceleſ. 12. 


£3. Who mill pitty a charmer that s bitten with 4 


164 Serpent ? He might have preſum'd leſs on his skill, 


and kept himſelf at a ſafer diſtance; and ſure the 


=} like may- be ſaid of her, Alas, what are her feeble 
if Charms, that ſhe ſhould expe& by them to fix the 


giddy 
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giddy apperites of yogth; 'Aind finee ſhe could | d 
{0 preſume- without ſetife, none will regret: i 


' the could be tonvinc'd by ſmart. Befides, this" 
a caſe wherein there have bin a mylritude of uns 
happy Preftdents which might have caurion'd hex, 

He that accidentally falls down an undifcovert 

preciſion is compaſſiotared for his difafter z but 
e that ſtands a great while on the brink of j 

looks down and ſees the bottom ftrew'd wich w 

mangled carcaſſes of many that have thence fallenz 

if he ſhall deliberately caſt himſelf inro-their coms 
pany, the blame quite extinguithes the pitty ; hel 
may aſtoaiſh,” bur not melt the beholders. An 
truly ſhe who caſts her ſelf away in 'fuch. a macchy 
betraies not lefs bur more wilfullneſs. How many 

ruins of unhappy women preſent themfelves t 

her, like the wrecks of old veſſels, all Cplir upoti 

this rock ? And if ſhe will needs ſteer her courſe 
purpoſely to do the ſame, none ought to grudg he 

the ſhipwreck ſhe ſo courts, þ 

- 23. Nor has ſhe only this negative difcomforf 

to be depriv'd of pitty , but ſhe is loaded with 

cenſures and reproch. The World is apt enough 
to malicious errors, to fix blame where there is 
none, but 'tis ſeldom guilty of the charitaciy! 

does not overlook the (malleſt appearance of evil, 
but generally puts the worſt conſtru@ion on any 

a&, that ic will with any probability bear, and} 

according to that meaſure' women in this condi] * 

tioa can expect no very mild deſcants on then. J © 

Indecd ſuch matches are (o deſtitute of” any hr M 
| | £1004 
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tional Plea, that 'tis hard to derive them from any 
other motive then the ſenſitive, What the com- 
mon conjectures are. in that caſe, is as needlefs as it 
is unhandſom ro declare: I will not ſay how true 
they are, but if they be, it adds another reaſon to 
the former, why ſuch Marriages are ſo improſper- 
ous. All diſtortions in Nature are uſually omi- 
nous; and ſure ſuch preternatural heats in Age 
-may very well be reckon as diſmal Preſages, and 
yery certain ones too, fince they create the ruine 
they foretel. And truly 'tis not only juſt, but con- 
yenient, that ſuch Motives ſhould be attended with 
ſuch-Conſequences, that the Bitterneſs of the one 
may occaſion ſome reflexion on the Sordidneſs of 
the other. 'Tis but kindly, that ſuch an Alhal- 
lontide Spring ſhould meet with Froſts, and the un- 
pleſantneſs of the Event chaſtiſe the uglineſs of che 
fe} Defignz and therefore I think thoſe that are con- 
ſcious of the one.ſhonld be ſo far from murmuring, 
that they ſhould be very thankfal for the other : 
rtf think ic Gods diſcipline to bring them again to their 
jy Wits, and not repine at that ſmart which themſelves 
{if have made neceſſary. . 
; 24. And now I wiſh all the Ancienter Widows, 
| would feriouſly weigh how much *cis their Intereſt 
11:4 fot to (ever thoſe rwo Epithets; that of Ancient 
ay they cannot pur off, it daily grows upon them 
{1 and that of Widow is ſure a more proportionable 
ſj adjunct co it, then that of Wife ; eſpecially when 
| iris to one to whom her Age might' have made her 
| Mother, There is a Veneration due ito'Age, if ir 
M m be 
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be ſuch as diſowns not it ſelf: The hoary head, ſays. 
Solomon. is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of 
14hteouſneſs, Prov. 16. 323, but when ic will mix it 
ſelf wich Youth, it is diſc|aim'd by both, becomeyg 
the ſhame of the Old, and the ſcorn of the Young, 

W har a ſtrange fury is it then which poſleſſes luch 
Women,that when they may diſpoſe their Fortunes 

to thoſe Advantageaus Dcligns before mention'd, 
they ſhould only buy with them ſo undecent, (6 
ridiculous a ſlavery? that when they may k-ep up 

the reputation of Modeſty and Prudence,they ſhould} ® 
expoſe themſelves to an Univerſal Contemt for the 
want of both ; and that they who might have had 

a R-verence,put themſelves even out of the capact 
ty of bare Compaſhon, 


o 


25- This is (o high a Frenzy, as ſure cannq} 
. happenin an inſtants it muſt have (ome preparato- 


/ ry degrees, ſome rooting in the conſtitution and 
habit of the mind; Such Widows have ſure ſome 
lightneſs of hamor, before they can be ſo giddy 
in their Brains, and therefore theſe that will {ecure 
themſelves from the Effe&t, muſt ſubſtrat rhelj ** 
Cauſe, if they will ftill be wiſhing themlelvg 
young, 'tis odds but within a while they will pers 
ſuade them(elves they are ſo. Ler them thercfore 
content themſelves to be old, and as Faſhions art 
varied with Times, ſo let them pur on the Ornax 
ments proper to their Seaſon, which are Pier]. 
Grav.itv, and Prudence. Theſe will be- not on 
their Ornameat, but their Armor too , this wi 
gain them ſuch a Reverence, that will make it # 


im- 


S&, IL. - of Widows. : 91 
improbable they ſhould be aſſaulted, as impoſlibl® 
they ſhould afſaulc. For I think one may ſafely ſay, 
It is the want of one or all thoſe, which bc trays 
Womentoſuch Marriages. , 
.. 26, And indeed it may be a matter of Caution, 
even to the younger Widows,not to let thc mſelves 
too much looſeto a light frolick humor, which per- 
haps they will not be able co put off, when it is 
moſt neceflary they ſhonld, Ir will not much in- 
'vite a ſuber Man to marry them while they are 
young z and if it continue with them till they are 
old, it may (as Natural Motions nſe) grow more 
violent towards itsend : precipitate them into that 
xj 12inous ogg we have before confiderd. Yet, 
{| ſhould chey happen to ſcape that, ſhould ir not. 
4] force them from 'their Widow hood, ic will: fure 
| Very ill agree with it 7 for how prepoſterous js it 
y for an Old Woman to delight in-Gauds and Trifles, 
ſuch as were fitter to entertain herGrand- children? 
'to read Romances with ſpecacles,and be at Masks 
and Dancings, when ſhe is fit only to aRt the An- 
ticles « Theſe are contradictions to Nature : the +. 
tearing off her Marks, and where the has writ fifty 
or fixty, to leſſen(beyond the proportion of the un- 
juſt Steward) and- write ſixteen, And thoſe who 
_ thus manage their Widowhood, have. more reaſon 
to bewail ir at laſt then at firſt, as having more ex- 
perimentally found the miſchief of being left ro 
their. own Guidance. It will therefore concern them 
all tg puccheitiſglves under a ſafer condud,' by an 
alidaous Devotion to render thentiſelves up to the 
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leading of the one infallible Guide, who, -if he be a 
not a covering of- the eyes, Gen, 20. 16. to preefj , 
clude all ſecond Choices, may yet be s light to them | 
for diſcerning who. are fit to be choſenz that if they 5 
n 
a 


ſee fir to uſe their liberty and Marry, they may yet 
' takethe Apoſtles reſtriction with it, 1 Cor. 7. 49%. 
that # be only in the Lord, Upon ſuch ſober Mo- 
tives, and wit ſuch due Circumſtances as may ap*J - 1 
prove it to Him, and render it capable of his BenesJ 
diction, : t 


The Cloſe. | i d 
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HAV E now gone through both Parts of 
the propos'd Method, The former has pre: 
ſented thoſe Qualifications which are ej 
qually neceſſary to every Woman : Theſe, as af 3 
Root; ſend (ap and vigour to the diftin& Branches, 
Inimate & impregnate the ſeveral ſucceffive States 
through which ſhe is to paſs. He that hath pure 
Ore of Bullion,may caſt it into what Form beſt firs 
| his uſe, nay may tranſlate it from one to another} 
andſhe who has that Mine of Virtues, may furniſh} 
outany Condition; her being good in an abſolute 
conſideration , will certainly make her fo in a rela. 
os. On the other —_— yo has not ſuch #8} 
Stock, cannot keep up the Honoyx, of any States} - 
like corrupted Liquor, empty it PF Velal 
_ another 


af] then diſappear. 
I fo faras'togive them an effeive ſence of that, I 
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another, it ſtill-infe&s and contaminates all. And 
this is the cauſe that Women are alike complain'd 
of under all Forms, becauſe ſo many want' this 
Fundamental Vertue : were there more good Wo- 
men, there would be more'modeft Virgins, loyal 


and obedient Wives,and ſober Widows. 


2: I muſt therefore intreat thoſe who will 


'Jook on this Tra, not only to fingle out that pure , 
£ 


which bears their own inſcription, but that 
think themſelves no leſs concern'd in that which - 
relates indefinitely to their |Sexz endeavor tv poſ- 
ſeſs themſelves of thoſe Excellencies,which ſhould 
be as univerſalas their Kind : and when they are (0 
ſtor'd with Matter, they may leave Providence” to 
diverſifie the Shape, and: to affigffthem their Scene | 
of Action, | I 

3: And now, would God it were aseafte to per- 
ſwade, as it is to propoſe g and that this Diſcourſe 
may tiot be taken only as a Gazet for its newneſs , 
and diſcarded as ſoon as read;burthat it may art left 
advance to the honor of an Almanack, be allowed 


- one Year ere it be out of date: and /in that time;if 


frequently and ſeriouſly conſalted, it may perhaps 
awaken ſome Ladies from their! ſipid Dreams , 
convince them that they were ſent into the World 
for nobler purpoſes, then only'to make a little 
Glitterihg in-itz like a Comet,to give a blaze, and 
And truly, if it may Operate'bur 


{| ſhall think ic has done them a conſiderable Service 


They may, I am ſure, frcm that Principle, decuce 
—_— Eh f all 
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all neceſſar Conſequences, and I wiſh chey would 


bur. take the pains, co draw the Corollaries z for n 
| thoſe Inductions. they make to themſelves,, woutd 5 
be much more efficacious then thoſe which are 4; 


drawn to their hands. Propriety isa greatendear- f| , 
ment, we love tq be Proſelytes'to our (elves ; and 
People oft refiſt others Reaſons, who would upon |, 
meer partiality pay;reverence £9 their own. 

4 . But beſides this, there would be another Ad- 
vantage, if they could be but, got to a cuſtom of 
confidering , by, it they might inſenſibly under: , 
mine the -grand, Jaſtrument of their ruin. That 
careleſs incogitancy,ſo remarkably frequent among G 
all, and not leaſt among Perſons of Quality, is the 1 
ſource of innumerable Miſchiecfs; *tis the Delilah, 
that at once lulls and betrays them it keeps them 
in a_ perpetual Sleep, bids up their Faculties, ſo 7 
that, though they are ngt extinct, yet they become | To 
uſeleſs. P/ato.uſed-to (ay,. Thet 4 man aſleep wal 

£004. for nothing: and *tis certainly no leſs true of Þ «, 
this Moral droufinefs then the Natural. And: ay 
in Sleep the fancy only is in motion, ſo'theſe incon+ 
fiderate Perſonsy they rather:dream then: diſcourſe, 
entertain little trifling Images of things, whichareY 1 
preſented, by their Senſes, but know nat how r9 
converſe with-their Reaſon. So'that in this:droufy B 
ſtare, all temtations come on them with the ſame} x 
advantage, with that of a thief i the nights 4 
Phraſe by which the Scripture exprefles che moſt = 0 
evitable unforeſeen danger, 1 Theſſ. 5-2. We rea 
in Fudees,how eaſily Laſh became 3 prey to a _ 


kf? 


” h 


G we 


I Sect III. The Cloſe. . .. < -. op 
ful of Men, meerly becauſe of this ſupine negli- 
t humor of the Inhabitants, which had cut 
them off from all intercourſe with any who might 
have ſuccor'd them, Fu. 18. 27. 28; and certain] 
ic gives no leſs opportunity to our Spiritual Aſſail- 
ants, leaves us naked and unguarded to receive all 
their Impreſſions. How prodigious a thing is ir 
then, thar this ſtate of dulneſs and danger ſhould 
be aff: &ecly choſen 2 yer we ſeeit too often is, even 
by thoſe whoſe Qualities & Education fit them for 
more Ingenious Ele&ions; nay, which is yet more 
riddle, that very aptneſ(s diſenables, ſets them a- 
bove whart it prepares them for. Labor is lookt on 
as Utterly incompatible with Greatneſs, and Con- 
fideration is lookt on as a labor of the mind; and 
there are ſome Ladies, who ſeem to reckon it as 
their Prerogative, to be exemted' from both, will 
. no more apply their Underſtandings to any ſerious 
Diſcuſſion, then their Hands to the Spindle and 
 Diſtaff z the one they think pedantic, as the other 
is mean. In the mean time, by what ſtrange mea- | 
ſures do they proceed f? they look on Idiots as the / 
moſt deplorable of Creatures, becauſe they want 
reaſon, and yet make it their own excellence and 
\ preheminence, to want the uſe of it; which is in« 
dzed ſo much worſe then to want the thing, as ſloth 
is worſe then poverty,a moral defe& then a natural, 
But we may ſee by this, how much civil and ſacred 
Eflimar:s differ : for we find the Bereans commend- 
ed, nut only as more diligent, but as more noble 
too, Af; 17. 11. becauſe they artentively confÞ- 
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|  aerd, and ſtrictly examin'd the Dod#rine preach'd to 


” . promiſes, (o the other has the curſes of 1h#s life, and 
- of that to come. | 
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them. By which they may difcern , that in Gods | 
Court of Honor,a ſtupid Oſcitancy is no ennobling 
Quality, however it comes to be thought ſo in 

' theirs. | 

5+ Andif this one poiat might be gaind, if they 
would but fo far atuare their Reaſon, as deliberat- 
ly and duly to weigh their Incereſt, they would find: 
that ſo ſtrictly engaging them to all that is Ver- 
tyousz that they muſt have a very invincible reſo- 
lation for ruine, if that cannot perſwade them: and 

I hops all women are not Medea's, whom the Poet. 
brings in avowing the horridneſs of that fa, which 
yet ſhe reſolv'd to execute. They are generally ra- 
cher timorous, and apt to ſtart at the apprehenſion 
of danger , let them but ſee a ſerpent tho ar a grea 
diſtance, they will need no homilies or leQures to 
be perſwaded t5 fly it. And (ure did they butcleerly 
diſcern what a ſting there is in thoſe vicious follies 
_ theyembrace,their fear would make them quit theig; 
Rold ; pat them in ſuch a trembling, as would lik 
that of Belſhazzars, ſlackea their jyints, and makt 
thoſe things drop from them, which before they 
moſt tenacioully graſped. For indeed in f1n there is 
a conſpiration of all that can bedreadful to a ratio- 
nal being, ſo that one may give its compendium by 
the very reverſe of that which the Apoltle gives 0 
Godlineſs, 'i. Tim. 4. $. for as the one has tht 
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6. 1n this life every deprav'd at (much more 
habit ) has a black ſhadow attending ir , it caſts 


_ one inward upen the conſcience in uncomfortable 


upbraidings and regrets. 'Tis true indeed ſome 
have the art to diſguiſe that to themſelves by 
caſting a yet darker over it, fuppreſſing all thote 
reluYHings by an induſtrious ſtapefaftion ; making 
their ſouls ſo perfe& night, that they cannot ſee 
thoſe ' Black images their conſciences repreſent. 
But as this renders their condition but the more 
wretched z, ſo neither can they blind oth rs - 
tho they do themſelves. Vice caſts a dark ſhadow 
outwards too, Aot ſuch as many conceal, but betray 
its {elf - and as the evening ſhadows increaſe in 
dimenſion, grow to a monftrofity and diſpro-- 
portion , fo the longer any ill habir is continued , 

the more vifible, the more deformd it appecrs, 

draws mare obſervation and more cenſure, 

7. 'Fwere indeed endleſs to reckon up the 
temporal evils to which it expoſes its votaries 


i immodeſty deſtroys their fame, a vain prodinge- | 
20 lity their fortune, anger makes them mad, prid$s 
hateful, levity renders them deſpis'd, obſtinacy 


deſperate, and irreligion is a complication of all 


is theſe, fills up their meaſure both of guilt and 


"I wretchednefs z fo thathad vertue no other advo- 
J cate, her very Antagoniſt would plead for her: 
2 the miſerable conſequences of vice, would lik? 
{the fames of Sadom (end .all confidering perſons 
200 that little Zoar, which how deſpicable (oever. 


Ia 


ic may have appear'd before, cannot bur ook 
n invicinlgly 
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8. But ic mil aofinitely more do. ſo if they 
pleaſe, 40 op avalld moo the orher World, make 
uſe of dune mrnipegives to_diſcezn choſe diftant; 


\ 
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cept.. .. There they qay ſee the diſmal Cafaſtrophs 
_ of their Cotnedies, the miſerable inverſion of 
all f:la wul and unbyunded pleaſures: there that 
Propheric menace coricerning. Babylos which we 
find, #9, 18, 7, will be. literally verified upon 
every unhappy ſonl, According as fhe exalted. hex 
frlf ang lived aelicately, ſo much the more. tribulls 
tion give her , the. tormenrof chat life will bear 
roportion to the pride and lyxpries of this. If 
wilt che:efi.re be neceſſary for thoſe who here 
wallow in pleaſurts, to confront.to them. the, res 
membrance.-of thoſe rivers of Brimſtone , 7 
#:k themſelves the Prophets queſtion, who cal 
* "aw [[mith everlaſting burnings ? We find Eſay, whets 
Fe denannces but temporal judgments againk 
the Daughters of Zion, he exactly purſues. thi 
Antichefis, and to every part of their effeminare 
delicacy he oppoſes the dire contrary hardſhipy 
inſtead of ſweet ſmels there ſhall be 4 fk » inſtead 
cf 4 rirdle a rent, inſtead f well ſet. hair. baldneſs, 
rſtead of 4 ſlomacher, a girding with ſlacksloth , ang ol 
bu ning inſtead of beanty, Elay 3. 24- 0 Os 
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Copy out this Ledtpre, and prygently forſee how , 
every particular fin or Vanity or theirs will have 0 
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lthsnzſs of fleſh and mens + the | | 
Foe L, ind iSIt ke? e 18 het x0 S EAÞ id 
blow, up her” biden, flames here, who, [40'Y 
fiders "them Buc as the fiſt Kindlings of thoſe in- 
excinguiſhable ones hereafter? Can ſhe make it 
her ftudy to pleaſe her app rite, that remembers 
that Dives's unintermitred feaſt ends in as unal- 
ied a thirſt £ Or can ſh: deny the crumbs of her. 
table ro that LaZarws, to whom The foriees ſhe 
fall chen ſupplicate for a drop of water? In fine 
can ſhe lay out her whole induſtry, her fortunes 
| nay hcr ifigenuity too), im making proviſion, for 
the fleſh, who' conſiders that tar, fleſh will mote 
cofrupt by patnperitig, and breed the worm that 
never dies * Certainly no woman can be ſv ceſpe-- 
rarely daring, as thus ro attaque damnation, res. 
fiſt her reaſon and her (cnſe, only that, ſhe may, 
ruin her ſoul'; and unleſs ſhe can do' all this, hee 
Srevghe will prove her eſcape, and her viewing: 
the bottomleſs pic in [ andskip and picare wilt 
* Tecure her from a reat deſcent into it, | hf 
10. Bur now that this Trad may not make irs. 
exit in the ſhape of a fury, bring the meditations. 
to hell and there leave them, it, muſt now at laſt 
fhifc che Scene, and as ir has (&w d the blackneſs 
of yice by charvurer* darkneſs ro which it leads, ; 
Md o Will let in a beam of the Celeſtial light 
Over thiz beagty of Yerrue 5 remind the 
Fre that cher is a region of joy as well as' a 
Nn = place 
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place of torment, and piety and vertue is that 
milky way that leads to itz a ſtate, compar'd to 
which the Elyzium of the heathen is as inconſide- 
1able as it is fictitious, the Mahometan Paradiſe 
as flat and inſipid as it is groſs and brutiſh., 
where the undertaking of the Pſalmiſt ſhall be 
compleatly . anſfwer'd , thoſe that fear the Lord 
ſhall want no manner of thing that is good, Palm. 34- 
16. And this happy ſtate is as acccihible as excel- 
lent. God is not unfincerc.in his propoſals, offers 
not theſe glories only to Tantalize and abuſe us, 
bar to animate and incourage mankind. He ſets 
up an inviting prize, and he not ouly marks our, 
but levels the way to it ; -makes that our duty. 
which is alſo our pleſure, yea and our honor too. 
$3 has he contriv'd for our caſe, that knowin 
how hardly we can diveſt our voluptuouſneſs by, 
ambicion, he purs us not to its all he .demands 
is but that he may chooſe the obje&ts, and in. 
that he is yet more obliging, for by that at once. 


. he refines and ſatisfies the defires. He takes us off * 


indeed from the fulſum pleaſures of ſenſe, which * 
by their groffneſs may cloy, yer by reaſon of their | 
cmtine(s can never ll us; and brings us 'to taſk. 
rhe more pure fpiritual delights which are the 
true elixir of Pleſures, in compariſon whereof 


all the ſenſual are but as the dregs or feces in an” 


extraction, aſrer the (pirits are drawn off, In 
Iike manner he calls us from our aſpiring to thofe.. 


pinnazles of Honor, where we alwaies fit-torte- - |]. 


ringly and often_ fall down, bur. yer invites. us ! 
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co ſoar higher, where we ſhall have the weed 
with all her viciſhtudes and changes »7der r6r fees 
Rev. 12. 4, -and-cnyoy a grandeur as irreverſible as 
ſplendid. 

11. Thus does he ſhew us a way to -hallow 
our moſt unſan&ified affe&ions z thus, accotding 
to the Propheſie of Zechariah, may holineſs be writ 
even upon the Bells of the Horſes, Zev. 14. 20, 
upon our moſt brucal inclinations z and thus may 
all thoſe feminine Paſſions which now ſeduce wo- 
men from Vertu, advance them in it» Let hee 
'F that is amorous, place her love upon him who is 
(as the Spouſe tells us, Carr. 5. 10.) :#he chiefeſt 
among ten thouſand ; ſhe that is angry, turn her 
edp againſt her fins ; ſhe that is haughty diſdain 
the Devils drudgery z ſhe that is fearful, dread 
him who can deſ{roy both Body and Soul in Hell , 
Mat. 5. 28. and the that is (ad, reſerve her tears 
for her penitential offices. Thus may they -confe- 
crate even their infirmitiesz and the they cannot _ 
1 Deifie, or ere& Temples to them, as the Romans 
Jl did to their Paſſions, nay their Diſcaſes ,, yet after 
| they. are thus cleanſed, they may ſacrifice them as 

the Jews &id the clean Beaſts in tke Tabernacle. 

Only irrcligion and profaneneſs is exempt from 

this Priviledg, no water of Purification can 

JF cleanſe it, or make it ſerviceable in the Temple z 

that, like the ſpoils of Fer-cho, is ſo execrable, that 

A it muſt be devoted to deſtruction, as a# accurſed 

£-#5ize, Joſ. 6.17. For tho God do not deſpiſe the 

| Work of his own hands; have ſo much kindneſs . 
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- 98 _ THE LADTESCALLING. * - Part Il. 
kis Creatutes; that he endeavours to reduce alt out 
 mitive inclinations to their primitive feaitude 
 , and therefore-does not aboliſh, but purifie them , 
| yer Atheiſm is none of thoſe, 'tis a counterblaſt' 
from hell; in"oppoſition to that mighty wind in | © 
which the holy ſpirit deſcended. Tho the ſubje&' | 
in which it ſubfiſts may be refornid, the perfon* + 
may turn Chriſtian, and the wit chat maigtzio'd its Y 7 
blaſphemous paradoxes may be converted to holi-! q 
2 
h 
P 
| 


er uſes': yer the quality it ſelf is capable of no ſuch” 
happy Metamorphoſis; that muſt be extirpared,! 
for it cannot be made tributary ; which ſhews how ! 
eranſcenderic an ill chat is witich cannoc be con- 
verted to 'good ,, even that Omniporence whictr 
can out of the very ſtones raiſe childfen to Abre- Y - 
ham, attemts not any tranſmutation of this; which 7 
oughr' therefore to'pollefs all hearts wich a dereſta-'} : 
ion of it, and to advance them'inan earneſt purſuir'}] ! 
-. of all che parts of Piety. | 2 
i4 iz, And that is it which TI would now once” 1 
more (as a farwel exhortation) conimend to my | 


F. 


*- 


female Readers, as that which vertually contains” k 
all other accompliſhment 3 *tis that pearl in the ny 


- Goſpel for which they may part with all and 
= makea good bargain too. The fear of the Lords 
-” the beginning of wiſdome ſaies the wiſeſt of men 
& Prov. 1. 9. and by his experience he ſhews that 
* It is the compleating end' of it tod; for he no'' 
- ſooner declind from that, bur he grew to dotage: 
2- and diſhonor,” Let all rhoſe therefore to whont' 'Y 
- G24 has diſpeaft ati outward afflgence, girl ; 
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"Sea. IT. The Cloſe. _ "95 
them a viſible ſplendor in the eies of the World, 
be careful'ro ſecure to themſelves that honor 


which comes from God only, Joh. 5. 44- unite their - 


ſculsro that Supreme Majeſty who is the fountain 
of true honor : who jn hjs beſtowing the Crown 
of righteouſneſs proceeds by the ſame meaſures 
by which he diſpoſed the Crown of 7ſrae/, when 
he avow'd to Samuel that he lookt not onthe outward 
tp eo but beh the heart, Sam- 16. 7+: If 
od ſeg.not his ofn Image there, all the beauty 
and pgiety of the outward form is deſgicavie 1 
his e1es, like the apples of Sodows only a Kind © 
| painted duſt.” Bur if Piety be firmly rooted there, 
| they then become like the Kings daughter all glo- 
/ riow within to0; a much more valuable bravery 
F+ then the garment of needle work and weſture of Gold , 
4 Pſalm 4<-14- And this isit that muſt encer them 
into the Kings Palace, into that. new Feruſalems; 
where they ſhall not wear, but inhabit Pearls 
and Gems, Rev. 24- 19- be beautifub without the 


help of art or nature, by the meer reflexion of | 


the divine brightneſs, be all that their thea 
enlarg'd comprehenſions can wiſh, and infinitely 
morethen they can here imagine: 
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